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WEDDING. 


CONTAINING. 4 


Six Surprizing and Diverting|| 

ADVENTURES. 
"PLE 

f. Monday. The unhappy Miſtakes retriev*d by | 

good Fortune, 


II. Vedneſday. The inhuman Father, and bloody Son, | } 
IV. Thnrſday. The danger of Back-Doors. ft. 
V. Friday The lewd Wife, and perfidious Gallant. |} 


With a moſt 
Diverting Introduction: 


Being an Account of a 


Spaniſh Wedding. 


Written in Spaniſh by the Author of Pon Quixot, = | 
now firfl Tranſlated into Des: | 


: ene bl 


LONDON. 


Printed, and Sold by F. Woodward, in St. Chriflophers- 
Alley 1n tan fr 2et, 1710. 
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The Prefatory 


|  tacroduStion. 


- ON Franiiſed de Bonilla, 


man, and his Boſom 


35-748 both famous 


LG zonify' 


LE. of lied Fate: Meiko bricg 
nearly related, had choſen their Reſt dence 
rogether, in an Uncle's Houle, in the 
City of Madrid. Don Franciſco having 


fix'd his generous Paſſion upon Donna 


E Beauty of Dona Maria of the fame Fa- 
by ſo that their whole Delight was 
Q Thrumming: away the Eyening upon 


43 their 


an Aragonian Gentle- 


| Friend: Don Pedro ac 


Anna de Mendoca, and Don Pedro on the 
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Cu] 
their amorous Gittars ; and Breathing MW 
- out their Aﬀections in harmonious Ma- 
drigals under their Miſtreſfſes Windows, 
_ till at laſt, by the languiſhing Cadencies 
of bewitching Mufick, and the melting i 
Power of infinuating Poetry, they had 
charm'd their Ladies into ſuch a Compaſ- 
fionate Tendernefs, that; as the Doors 
were lock'd, they were almoſt ready to 
hazard their Necks in jumping down in- 
to the Arms of their Lovers, When by 
their Strum, Strum, and Fa, la, la, they i 
Had thus Fiddled open a Paſſage to the 
inward Seat of Female Gratittide, and 
had put their Hearts on Tiptoe for a clo-- | 
- ſer familiarity, the Matron of the Fa- | 
mily was dutifully Conſulted, and the I 
Ladies were admitted, in the dusk of 
the Evening, to Confabulate with their 
Sparks at a lower Window, and to have 
Lip-ContaQ thro' the Bars of Jealouſie, 
which are always, in Spain, kept in due 
| Repair, for fcar that evil Spirit Aſmodens 
ſhould convey Priapus, at Midnight, in- 
to the kind Embraces of their Wives 
and Daughters. 
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No ſooner had they obtain'd this {a- 
tisfatory Liberty, but the Fire of Love 

. on all ſides, began to burn ſo vehement- 
ly, that the fighing Ladies, as well as 
E their eager Gallants, were ready to cry 
© out for a Prieſt,inſtead of a Church Buc- 
” ket to quench the Conflagration; ſo thar, 
in a little time, afrer Friends were Con- 
= ſulted, and the Prelimenaries ſettled, 
Z their Defires being mutual, and their 
@ Births and Fortunes equal, a Day was 
Z appointed by the Ladies when their 
& Lovers ſhould be honour'd with the Ma- 
E rcrimonial Shackles, and be admitted to 
& cool their drowthy Ardor at that delight-_ 
= ful Fountain. they had ſo long thirſted 
= for; and that their Nuptials might be 
= Solemniz'd with the greater Grandure, 
g and their Mirth and Jollity more amply 
| Crown the happy Feſtival, it was amt- 
 cably agreed by both che Bridegrooms, 
| as well as their Brides, to join their 
Hands and Hearts at the ſame time, and 
to keep their Weddings together for a 
| whole Week, that they might ſpend 
Z with Pleaſure the joyful Introduction,in 
we ſpite 


iv 
ſpite of all the Lol, that i; El 
ſhe hereafter. 
| When the. auſp icious Morning,  ap- 
pointed for the Sifihity made its bluſh* I 
1ng Enterance, the Bridegrooms, With 


their Brides, and their neareſt Friends 


L430 "*® a 3 


tions of fo ojallica a "City as Madrid : X FE: 
No ſooner were they arriv'd at the end. = 


of their ſhort Journey, but, after the re- "og 


freſhment of a ſmall Repaſt, they ſtalk'd 
along in great Decorum, with abundance | 
of Gravity, to the Perochial Church, 
where the Prieſt, according to the No-. 
tice given him, was ready to receive them, 

and to perform that Duty the deſirous 
Lovers requir'd of him, which was no. 
ſooner compleated, according to the u-. 
ſual Ceremony, but they were met at the. 
Church Doors with all the Gittars in the. 
whole Pariſh, who Thrumm'd 'em back 
to Don Franciſeo' Houle, Singing their 
_ Epithalaminiits 


V 
Epithalqwiums- [y "Y marry'd Pairs; 
; Y who ſeem'd,by their Languiſhing Looks; 
© to expreſsa reater Appetite to. the Nup- 
þ rial bes vir than'to. their s Weng Dia: 


Þ lery, c el [ante and > Saran were 

© ſent into the Kitchen to accommodare 

B che Table with raw Salating, befides as; 
& many Boiling Herbs as would have fur-' 
@ niſh'd_ Stocks-Market, for the enriching. 
= their Potages, - and: a whole Sirloin. of 
W Beef brought openly. i in Triumph from; 
© Madrid, upon a Spaniſh Gennet, to the, 
J greak,amazement of the whole Country, ; 
E who had not beheld ſuch an.Emblem of, 
E Gluttony, in the whole Province, ſince. 
the Expulſion of the Moors. But this was. 

E chiefly fin; iend to oblige ſome Engliſh - 

E Merchants, who were invited to. the; 
Wedding; all forts of Fiſh were as Plen- 
ty as in the Mediterranean ; amongſt the 
reſt a Barrel of Yarmouth Red-Herrings 

were ſent inasa VI coſt] y Rarity ;; Rice,,. 
Peas, 


[v1 
Peas, and Barley, were brought in by 
Buſhels; and all ſorts of Roots by whole 
 Barrow-fulls; all the Neighbouring Far- 
mers were ſtrip'd of their Poultrey, and 
a whole Weſtphalia-Ham was hung at the 
end of a String to be dip'd into their 
Pots to relliſh their Potages; Puftacheo- 
Nuts and Almonds were brought in by |. 
the Sackful; and all forts of Fruits were * 
 pourd in upon them from the Neigh- 
| bouring Gentlemens Gardens in ſuch vaſt 
quantities, that an Engliſhman would 
have thoughe by their Mountaineous 
Heaps of Herbs, Nuts, Roots, and Fruits, 
they had been preparing a Feaſt for all | 
the Hogs in agg” ants But to ſhew the | 
great Veneration they had for Sage and | 
Garlick,thoſe were privately lock'd up in 
a large Cloſet on one fide of the Kitchen, 
and none permitted to meddle with the 
Key but Don Orlando Furioſo, who had 
the Honour, above the reſt, to be choſen 
Cook-DireSor of the whole Feaſt, 
Being thus commodiouſly furniſh'd 
with all manner of Varieties for the En- 
tertainment of the Gueſts, They had 
twice 


© tants paid their [accuſton 
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twice as many Cooks hard at Work in 
their Cloaks, Guarded by their Stellet- 
* to's, and unconſcionable Spada s, full as 
= Jong as their Spits, as ever were known 
! to prepare aDinner for an Engliſh Lord 
Mayor- upon the Day of his Friumphis 
” In whichlnterint the Neighbouring Gen- 
” try having notice of the Wedding, had 
"0 aerabled themſelves togerher in aGreat | 
Body, and Mounted upon their Gen- 
© nets; making a Glorious Cavalcade, 
&, carhe ina Solemn Decorum;according to 
E Spaniſh Gravity, to Celebrate the Nup- 
x rials of the United Lovers, ſo that the 
E whole Houſe was -as fult in alittle time, 
© as ati Engliſh Tavern! next Door to! a 
Z Church upon a Sunday Morning abour 
© Whetting-timei' No foohet had the Vo-. 
& luntary Croiwd'of Neighbouring Viſt- 
7 ary Compli- 
© ments to the Bridegrooms 'and their 
& Brides, but the Gentlemen and Ladies | 
- thruſt their Thumbs into! the Strings of 
| their Caſtinets, and ordering the Ma-'' 
ſick to ſtrike up, began to' make as hi- 
deous a Confort with their Ebony In- 
ſtruments, 
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ſtruments/as. if all the 1990 Jacks. in- 


Smithfield, and all the Rattles'in Byrtho- 
lomeg-Fair had been loudly conducing; 


to the Rattarattatory Harmony, when 


they had thus hung their. Spaniſh Snap-- 


Pers.On their Thumbs, 1n imitation j[ ſup-* 


poſe, of Tubgl-Cain's Cockle-ſhells, and: 


had Tun'd their Fingers to. their-little 
Wooden | Drumbellas;,* . the Muſick 
was commanded to Play. a Serabrand, = 
| which was no ſooner begun: bur. there = 
was ſuch Striding and: Stalking am # 


the. Young Gentlemen, and {uch Swim-. | 7 
ing among the Ladies in the Great Hall, - | 


| being all Equip'd, in. ſuch Riff:neck' * 8 ; 


Apparel, and ſuch Starch'd Ornaments, 
that- an Engliſh Hiſtorian ſept; im by - 
Chance, Wh have . been. . apt - to: have 
lag? Our r Qpacipns Quizen. Ebagheth | 
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tive Dreſs, on. oat to. ; Gidors the 
Solemnity. Fhus: they Straddle'd away 
ſome Ce Dinner, till the Sweat 
began to. drop. from the Don's Muſtu- 
cheos, and the Donna's were forc'd. ta 
Retire 


il. 


| Retire into-the Garden-to ſweeten' their 
Charms, and-ait their” melting. Tomy 
from their Mooriſh Effluvia's. 

- By that time they had thus refreſhed 
themſelves with a Cooling Interyal, Din- 
ner” was in readineſs, andthe Signal gi- 
ven for the Numerous Attendance to re- 
 Pair'to the Drefſer-Board, which was 
© Splendidly ſer out with ſuch vaſt varie- 
ty of Olio's, Soops, Sallats and Pottages, 
Raggoos, Collups, Frigacies, and Ha- 
ſhes, Pancakes; :Puddings, Pies, Tarts 
| and Cuſtards, Conlords. Preſerves, Wa- 

'fers, Mamidlers ad Jellies, and ſuch an 
- He: 'Number of all ſorts of 
| Hortelage, that the whole Bill of Fare 
-was Ten. times as. Jong as. an Ordinary 
Bill in Chancery, for the. lictle | Fleſh 
- they had was ſo Cackets diverſity'd, that 
| half a Fowl, by the Artful help of ml 
tional Ingredients, was tolsd up into a 
Meſs of Medly that wonld fill a Diſh 
as-big as the Sign of the Pewter-Platter 
iv. St. Fob 5:Street ; and'rho* the Sir- 
loin «of Beef imade ſo Glorious a Show 
at'1ts firſt Entrance, yet when'it came 
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to the Board it was ſtak'd into as many il 
Mefles as a Colledge Cook jn England 
cuts a Loyn of Mutton for the Fs We 
Table; ſo that to every Ounce of Meat, 
upon a nf Computation, there could not 
be leſs than a whole Barrow full of Gar- 
den ſtuff, - that when the Tables were 
Cover'd with ſo many Verdent Galli- bg 
mauffries, they look'd at a little diſtance | 
| like ſo many Green Meadows, and the il 
Gueſts that were round 'em, like a par- 
cel of Black Cattel with Bald Faces Gra- 
zing about the Edges. | 

When Two or Three Hundred Di- 
ſhes were thus orderly diſpos'd of to the 
ſeveral Tables, and the 7: nab with 
the Gravity of a Conyocation, had fen- 
ced in the Products of five or fix Acres 
of Garden-Ground, they continu'd Nib- 
bling at their freth Paſture for abour two 
| Hours and a half, mymbling about their 
Herbs as an Aſs does Thiſtles, till every 
one was as full of Graſs as a Nebuchadac- 
zar, and then the Prieſt, at the requeſt of 
the Company, put a holy Period to their 
preſent Feeding, which was no. ſooner 


Ended 


Fx] - 
ded, but, according to the Spaniſh Cu- 
Om, the Sexes ſeparated, and ſome 


E Office, every one conſulting their 


Wer, and then waking, refreſh'd with 
Fir Slumbers, the Ladies, among them- 
g conſult about what Paſtimes might 
moſt agrecable to the preſent Occafi- 


lowing, being -the time limited for 
WE happy Feſtival : And after ſome De- 


W moſt Spritely Gentlemen, and to ap- 
Wint every Cavalier his particular Night 
W@ Entertain the Company with ſome 
jorous Adventure of his own, which 


g to the merry Audience; accordingly 


Wt a Dozen of the Wittieſt Young Ga]- 
nts had the Honour to be choſen by 


upon 


Sent to Sleep, and others to the Houſe- 


wn Eaſe, till the Heat of the Day was 


Elves, call'd a Council of Tittle-Tattles 


_, and proper to Entertain ſo large a 
@mpany, every Evening for: the Week 


We it was prudently Agreed by the 
Wale Majority, to pitch. upon Six of 


boht prove both delightful and ſurpri- 


e Fair Sex for this purpoſe, who all 
adly, purſuant to the Commands laid 
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- upon them by the Ladies, , perform'd thei 
Tasks in'their ſeveral Turns, tothe gre; 
Sarisfation and Applauſe of the whol® 
Company, who were ſo highly diver 
ed with their admirable Wit, their «WW 
cellent Contrivance, the furprizingne 2 
of the Plots, the neatneſs of the Mi 
nagements, the greatneſs of- Though 4 
and the''force and aptitude of Fl 
preflion, | that nothing can be ' foul 

among all the Spaniſh Wits more wort 
_ of Tranflation into the Engliſh Tong 
_ than the following Weeks Entertaifi 

ment, which is here Elegantly perforr 
by an Ingenious Ezgliſh Gentleman, wi 
is an Abſolute Maſter of the Span I 
Language; and hopes the Reader wv 
kindly accept of what was well inten 
ed for the Diverſion of his Count 
Men ; and he has promisd ti to be th 
Humble Servant. We, | 


; Mond, 


H E Noble City of Ciudad-Real, 
was founded by King Alonſo the 
VIlth, near the Ruins of Alar- 
cos, on the Borders of Andalu- 
F | ca, 1n a moſt fruitful and plea- 
ſant Plain, not far from the River Guadiana, 
remarkable for its running thro? ſubtertaneous 
Caverns for the Space of ſeven Leagues, and 
F then riſing again, and continuing its viſible 
| Courſe for many more Leagues, till it loſes 
it ſelf in the Ocean. In this City was born 

| Liſarda, the moſt celebrated Beauty in all 
that Country, and no leſs Fortunate in being 
the Daughter of nioſt illuſtrious and wealthy 
Parents. She being but ſixteen Years of Age, 
and her Portion 40000 Ducats; ſhe could 
not but have as many Admirers as ſhe had Be- 

E holders. Beſides, as ſhe was Miſtreſs of a 
S moſt ey Wit, and had read as well as heard 
| many diſma] Stories concerning Marriage ; 
which made her conceive not only a Miſap- 
prehenfion of, but even a dread of Matrimo- 
ny ; not but that ſhe had as much mind to it 

as other Women; but 4 ſhe was a 


(2) 
ful of the Humours of Men, eſpecially in 
Wedlock, which makes a Couple happy or 
miſerable for Life. Or 

| This made her reſolve not ta maxry as yet, 
for fear of making an unhappy Choice, confi- 
dering ſhe had as many different Diſpoſitions 
to beſtow her ſelf upon, as there were Preten- 
ders to her. However, as it often happens 
that thoſe who look on to ſee others play, ra- 
ther incline to one Side than the other, tho” 
they have no particular AﬀeRion to either 
Party ; fo Liſarda had caſt ſome tender Glan- 
ces, before all the reſt, on Don Alonſo, a Gen- 
tleman of ſuch excellent Qualifications, that 
the generality of the Town had already-con- 
cluded them'as good as marry'd , alledging for 
their Reaſon, that none was worthy of Liſar- 
da but Don Alonſo, nor no gs. deſery'd 
him but ſhe. ET 
It happen'd at this time, that the City was 
oblig'd to make ſome publick Rejoycings on ac- 
count of a double Alliance between Spain and 
France, exchanging their Princeſfes, to mar- 
. Ty their two Kings, fo to unite both Crowns 
1n perpetual Amity. On this Occafion, for ſeye- 
ral Days there were Illuminations, Bonefires, 
Balls, Entertainments of Muſick, and the 
whole Solemnity concluded with a Bull-Feaſt, 
a Sport more acceptable than all the reſt to 
Epaniards, either becauſe it makes more Noife, 
or becaule it affords the Spaniſh Gentry a bet- 
ter Opportunity of ſhowing their Gallantry. 
Liſarda's Admirers made the Sport comPals 


LENS. 


: particularly Don Alonſo, who being provok'd 
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by endeavouring to pleaſe her, and to vie with 


one another ; {ſo that without any regard to 
their vaſt Expences, or their own Abilities, 


every one made it his Buſineſs, not only to 


equal, but even to exceed one another in this, 


as well as all other Points. Yet Don Alonſo 


was the Perſon that ſtill carry'd a certain Lu- 
ſtre above all the reſt. At length the laſt 


' Day of Rejoycing came, when the Bull-Feaſt 
| was to be kept, at which time Liſarda, (who 
E till then was a Stranger to Love ) ſettled her 


Aﬀe&ion on Don Alonſo, who would not let 
lip fo fair an Opportunity of appearing with 


the utmoſt Gallantry in her Preſence, and 


therefore entered the Liſts in the Morning 
with his Spear, generally applauded by all the 
Speators, except Liſarda, who was troubled 


= to ſee him ſo near Danger. A wild Bull was 


let out, ſo fierce atid dreadful, that he ſtruck 


= a Lerror not only into thoſe that were nea- 
= teſt, but even into many at a greater Diſtance. 


Don Alonſo attack'd him ſeveral times alone, 


ſtill wounding him with his Spear. It hap- 


pen'd that the furious Bull, fretted and pro- 
vok'd by the Hurts he had receiv'd from Don 
Alonſo, turn'd to revenge himſelf on a Man 
that was on Foot, and toſs'd him with ſuch 
Violence that he was almoſt kill'd by the Fall. 
This Diſaſter troubled all the SpeQators, and 


to the higheſt Degree, to ſee that the Horſe- 


men, who were neareſt, did not refcue hin, 


threw away his Spear, and drawing his Sword, 
'B 2 made 


v- 
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made towards the Bull; who, as ſoon as he i 
ſpy'd him, quitted the Man and fcd. him, F 


and bowing down his ſharp Horns to the very 


Ground, he run at the Horſe, to vent his Fur 


on him ; but as he ſtoop'd his Head to raiſe it 
with the more Force againſt the Horſe, Don 
Alonſo with one Blow cut him through the 
Neck, laving the ſavage Creature at his Feet, 


to ſhow there is nothing ſo fierce or ſtrong, 


but what muſt yield to the Art or Force of 


Man. This Acion was pleaſing to all the 


SpeRators, inſomuch that they congratulated, . 
applauded, and commended him with general 
Acclamations. Only Liſarda, whoſe Con- 


 cern for his being fo near Danger, put her 
for 4 while beſide her ſelf, and before ſhe could 
be fatisfy*d of the Event of his Enterprize, 
the drop'd down in. a Swound upon her Mo- 


ther's Lap. This was a ſufficient Declara- 


tion of her Love; andthe Aﬀetion her 
| Modeſty had ſo long conceal'd was thus- open 


to the Eyes of the World; for a Swoon tho? 
Speechleſs, often divulges that Baſhfulneſs, 
Danger and Fear have bury'd in Silence before. 
The fainting Virgin, conung to. her ſelf, was 
fully enliven'd by Vertue of the good News 


of Don Alonſo's Conqueſt. But hearing that | 
he, encourag'd by this Morning's Succeſs, de- 


ſign'd to venture again in the Afternoon ; ra- 


ther than make known by ſuch repeated 


Symptoms how much ſhe lov'd him, choſe 
rather to tell her Mind to one, than make it 
the common 'Talk of the Multitude, and 

i Eg | therefore 


97 - 
therefore calling for Pen and Ink, ſhe writ to 
Don Alonſo, as follows, 


The LETTER. 
” | Friend of mine, who fanſies you have 


J Þ lov'd her theſe two Years, has a greater 
Value for your Life, than it ſeems you 
have your ſelf, ſince you expoſe it ſo unmerci- 
fully, and ſhe has ſo juſt a Senſe of the impend- 
ing Danger, that ſhe has deſired me to beg of 
you that you will be a Speftator of the Sport by. 
Afternoon, without kaving any Share in the 
Danger ;, for if your Gallantry is deſign'd to gain 
her Love, that is done already ;, but if the In- 
tention is to pleaſe another Lady, ſhe will then 
be fully convinced you have impoſed on her, 
and ſo your Diſobedience will ſerve to unde- 
 Ceive her. TI am obliged in Kindneſs to beg this 
Favour for her Love, which, as you may gueſs, 
is not ſmall, fince it purchaſes your Safety at 
the Expence of many Bluſhes. Being a Woman, 
# is plain ber firſt Addreſs muſt be beging-, 
but being a Woman that loves you, ſhe only begs 
what is for your own Good, and defires to let 
you know, that if you do not grant it, ſhe will 
never ask any other Kindneſs from you whilſt 
ſhe lives, ON 3 


Don Alonſo generouſly rewarded the Bearer 
with a Ring and ſome Crown pieces, knowing 
by her from whom ſhe came, and deſiring fhe 
would ſtay for an Anſwer, he fat down to write, 

th, B 3 but 


prize and Satisfaction, that he could not per- 


(5) 


but was in ſuch Diſorder between the Sur- 


form it as he could have wiſh'd, nor tell how 
to expreſs his own Thoughts, for Lovers are 
never ſo dull as when ſome good Fortune be- 
falls them beyond all ExpeQation. At length 
he anſwer'd in few Words, after this Manner. 


The ANSWER. 


= F the Danger of my Perſon will be worth | 


of your Care, it were not amiſs frequently ts 

expoſe it for the Satisfaftion of obtaining. 
that Favour ; but rather than offend you, [ 
mean your Friend, I declare from this Mo- 
ment, TI deſiſt from my Reſolution, and think 
my ſelf bighly indebted to your Amorous Com: 
paſfion for this Kindneſs, the I know not whe- 


ther I am in the Right in calling it Compaſſi- 


on for to obſtruft my having a Share in the 
Bull-Feaſt, only that your Eyes may afterwards 


kill me, looks rather as if you would have the 


Honour of ſlaying me your ſelf, than of pre- 
ſerving my Life. I had forgot that your Ser- 
vant waits, and I do the ſame, ſhe to be diſ- 
miſs'd, and I to have this come to your Hands, 


That you may not give over asking of me, but 


may begin to command me as your Slave : God 


preſerve and make you happy. 


"þ. 
ik 
2 - 
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Your Servant. 


The fame Effet Liſarda's Paper had pro- -— = 
duced oi Don Alonſo, his wrought upon her IF 


ſhe enjoy 
1 


feein 


Alonſo beitiga Spefator not far from the Win- 
dow where ſhe was, but not unobſerved by 
Tome curious Perſons, who forget their own 
Afairs to obſerve the Attons of others. The 
Bull-Feaſt concluded without any Diſaſter, 
and the two Lovers began to ctheriff their Af- 
Fe@ions with all poſſible Satisfation. Liſar- 
dz was fo deep ih Love, that ſhe 1ik'd all Don 
Alonſo faid or did, being fully perſwaded rhere 
was not Tuch another Man in the World, 
and that not without good Reaſon; for he 
might deſervedly be {tiled the Maſter-piece of 
Nature ; fo that theſe two Lovers ſpent their 
tire in the very Height of Felicity. _ 

_ Who would have imagin'd that ſo happy a. 
Courſe of Felicity ſhould meet with fo violent 
a Turn, as not only interrupted, for a Time, 
the Progreſs of both their amorous Paſhons, 
but redu&d them to ſuch a Condition, that 
within a Fortnight Liſarda was betrorthed to 
another, and Don Alonſo at Barcelona, embark- 
ing for Naples £ But this will not appear fo 
miraculous, if we do but conſider the won- 
derful Inſtability of Fortune, and the conſtant 
mutability of Time, Don Alonſo had ſuffici- 

_ ent Proof of this Truth ; for one Moinent he 
faw himſelf on the Pinacle of Happinefs, at 
the Height of all his Hopes, and to fay all it 
- once, almoſt ih Liſarda's Arms, and the next 
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'd the full SatisfaRion of the Sport, 
without any dread or cohcern, Don 


S--. 
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| Hour he loſt his Country, his Kindred, his 
Friends, and the ſelf-ſame Perſon, which, to 
ſo paſſionate a Lover, was the greateſt Blow | 
Fortune could have given him, and happen'd | 
in this Manner : Don Alonſo, before he was il 
fo intireiy belov'd by Liſarda, being: Young, 
Gay, and much addifted to his Pleaſure, had an 
Intriguing Miſtreſs bornat Sevzl, who happening 
to travel towards Madrid, without any. other 
Buſineſs but only to fee and be ſeen, or any 
Eftate to ſupport her but her Youth, and a 
very taking Face, had the Fortune to be ſeen 
by Don Alonſo in a Lodging ſhe had taken, 
and was by him as courteouſly entertain'd, as 
the ſhortneſs of the Time would permit, only 
1n regard ſhe was a Woman, and a Stranger, 
Fhis Lady took ſuch a liking to him, that ſhe 
diſcharg*d and paid off a Horſe-Litter ſhe had 
taken to carry her to Madrid, flying in 
there as Don Alonſo's Gueſt, with whom ſhe 
became as well acquainted in a Month, as if - 
ſhe had known him all the Days of her Life ; 
for the Love of thoſe Women, who live by 
exchanging of Aﬀedtions, 1s not unlike a F Iath 
of Lightning, which admits of no Interval be- 
twixt its Falling, giving Light, and conſum- MM 
ing all that ſtands in its Way. The generous 
Gentleman found himſelf inſenfibly engag'd IM 
by the Kindneſs of Donna Clara ( for that was 
| the Lady's Name) if it may be counted a 
Kindneſs, to do by him as perhaps ſhe had 
done by others in her own Country ; and 
therefore providing a Houſe ſutable to her 
- Degree, 
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= Degree, he took care ſhe ſhould be lodg'd and 
W treated very handſomely ; giving her at the 
W fame time to underſtand, that if ſhe defien'd 
to continue unmoleſted in the City, ſhe muſt 
W reſolve to lead a very retir'dand reſerv'd Life, 
W that no Scandal might be given to ſuch as ob- 
W ſerv'd her, and leſt his Parents ſhould come 
W to hear of it, and ſhould give her ſome. diſtur-. 


”_ bance - on purpoſe to keep him at Home. 


E *Twasupon this Account Donna Clara liv'd ſo 


@ xetir'd, that none knew any thing of . this pri- 
W vate Intrigue, but only Heaven, Don Alonſo 


= himſelf, and a marry'd Servant of his, in 
= whoſe Houſe ſhe kept her ſelf as cloſe as 
= polible could; be... oo 
= Don Alonſo was ſenſible that this Familiari- 
= ty, which was rather: the Effe& of his Civi- 
W lity than Inclination, might be prejudicial to 
= his Aﬀairs with Liſarda, if he ſhould prove 
W fo unfortunate as to have it come to her Ears ; 
= and therefore when he found his Love was ſo 
= far advanc'd, that the Kindred on both Sides 
= began to treat of bringing this projeted Mar- 
W riage to a Concluſion ; he told Donna Clara 
his Mind, acquainting her with his Intention, 
and giving her at the ſame time a Sum of Mo- 
ney to molify her Diſcontent, deſiring her to 
T0 away to Madrid, where he would not fail 
to ſerve her in all things, both with his Life 
and Fortune. When once a Woman fixes her 
Reſolution, no fair Words, Gifts, or Reaſons 
are ſuthcient to pacify her. Donna Clara, tho' 
a lewd Woman, lovd Don Alonſo, and if Me 
| | ag 
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had not lov'd him, yet ſeeing her ſelf forſa- 
ken for another, this alone had been ſuffiei- 
ent Cauſe to ſet her in a Flame. According- 
ly ther Anſwer, after many Exttavagancies W 
__ and Follies, was, - That ſhe would take care 

| to ſee Liſards, and uſe ſuch means to crols I 
his Love, that it ſhould never take Effec, 

tho' ſhe ventur'd her Life for it, for now ſhe 
ll  valu'd nothing that could happen to her. 
© -.- _ The Diſconfolate Gentleman was quite con- 
founded at this Anſwer, not' knowing what 
| Courſe to take to rid himfelf of Donna Clara, 
i | ___ whoſe Love was now become uneaſte to him ; 
| therefore to prevent greater Harms, He reſolv'd 
to ſhake off this Burden at any Rate, tho' the 


| | 
| 
| 


ii method he pitch upon did not ſavout much of 
|  Generolity: He acquainted the Governour, 
| (who was his Relation) with the whole Mat- 


MW ter; deſiring him to come at Night to Donne 
Clara*s Houſe, where he would be, as her Gal- 
lant, that as an upright, juſt, and impartiat 


| Magiſtrate, he might put her mmto a Coach, 
i2 with Guards to ſecure her, and Orders never 
iz to leave her till ſhe was at Madrid, or where 
li elfe ſhe thought convement. The Governour 


- approved of the Contrivance, both becauſe it 
ll. was the Duty of his Poſt, aid to eaſe Don 
| Alonſo of that Trouble; and accordingly 
againſt Eleven at Night he provided a Coach, 
two Guards, and a pretended Information 
againſt the two Lovers, and the Servant that 
conceaPFd them. Don Alonfo thought by this 
means to get quit of Do#na Clare, without 
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W civing her afiy occaſion to complain of him; 
W and at the ſame time to prevent its coming to 
W the Knowledge of Liſarda, concluding her loſt 
W for ever, if the had any Intelligence of this 
W Intrigue. But an unfortunate Man is never 
W more likely to miſcarry than when he uſes 
W the greateſt Precaution; for the ſame Night 
W he had diſpoſed all thihgs for fendins Donn# 
= Clara away, Liſarda's Father being out of 
= Town, _ her Mother gone | to ſtay with 4 
& Relation that was dangerouſly Sick; the 
W young Lady finding her ſelf alone and melan- 
W cholly, becauſe ſhe had not ſeen Don Alonſo 
Wall that Day, reſolv'd to give him a Proof of 
W her Love, tho' her Modeſty could not but 
W look upon it as an Exceſs of her Paſlion. She 
W put on her Veil, and taking a Maid along with 


W her, went out with a Reſolution to fee Don 


= Alonſo, or at leaſt to take a Walk thro* his 
W Street, for Lovers are ſometimes ſatisfied with - 
WT ſceing the Walls, and feeling the Doors of 
W thoſe they love, when Fortune denies them 
W any greater Happineſs. She caime into the 
W dtreet, view'd the Houſe, try'd the Doot, 
W and finding all faſt, tho? ſhe could have wiſh'd 
© to ſee and fpeak to her dear Alonſo; that ſhe 
W might at Jeaft be better attended Home; yet 
= upon further Conſideration ſthe refoly'd not 
& to Knock, not for want of Inchnatioh, but for 
8 fear he ſhould attribute it to Lightnefs in 
her; for a Woman often is fſhie of doing that 
for one who is to be a Huſband, which per- 
haps the would, without wah difficulty, for 
oe ay | another 
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lous of her Honour. Theſe Thoughts pre- : 


that hung at the Gate, a Man, whoſe Mein W 


ron 
one V 


_ told her he muſt be gone immediately again, by 
that his Proje& might ſucceed the better, and 
'gine there was any thing in it that concern'd 


| ſelves, ſome to play, others to talk Politicks, 


 lock'd, and peeping thro' the Key-hole, the ſaw 
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another ſhe does not defign to Marry ; be- | 
cauſe too much Freedom before Wedlock, i 
gives her Husband cauſe to be afterwards jea- 


valling with her, ſhe reſolved to return Home, 
tho' not without much regret. In her way 
Home, paſling by a Monaſtery .of Dominican W 
Nuns, ſhe perceiv'd by the Light of a Lamp by 


ſurpriz'd her, for obſerving hin more nar- i 
ſhe found it was Don Alonſo, who gave i 
thiſtle, which *tis likely was his uſual WE 
Signal, and immediately after a Maid open'd 
the Door and lighted him up ; ſhe would have W 
ſhut the Door as ſoon: as he was in, but he 


thinking it was more convenient the Door 
ſhould be open when the Governour came, 


no Notice be taken in the Neighbourhood. if 
Tho? Lifarda ſaw all this, ſhe could not ima- 


her ; but rather thought it was ſome Friends | 
Houſe, where young Men met to divert them- 


and others to rail at all that were not of their Þ 
Company. Tho' the Lady thought her ſelf } 
ſecure of Don Alonſo's Aﬀedion, yet out of a 
motive of Curioſity, rather . than Jealouſfie, 
ſhe made up to the Door, and finding it open 
went in and up Stairs, to the firſt Apartment, 
where ſtanding cloſe to the Door, which was 


her 


CH. 
8 her Lover fitting on the Cuſhions the Ladies 
K uſe in Spain, Courting a Woman, not only 
S Handſome, but in her Opinion moſt perfe&] 
SE Beautiful ; for Jealouſie always looks cbrovigh 
= a magnifying Glaſs, and conſequently fees 
& things much greater than they are; nor did 
© ſhe only fee, but alſo diſtinaly hear him make 
W his Excuſe for what he had propos'd of lea- 
E  ving her, and add the greateſt Proteſtations of 
E continuing his Love  _ 
= Liſards was like one diſtracted, ſcarce 
= knowing whether it was a Dream or true 
W matter of Fa&; but obſerving that Don Alonſo 
8 and his Lady were juſt Sealing their Recon- 
8 ciliation by joyning their Hands, without 
any regard to her Modeſty, (for Women 
are only diſcreet when they are not TJea- 
tous) and without conſidering the Danger 
the ran of being affronted by Don Alonſo, 
who, as ſhe heard him fay, was with the 
Obje&t he ador'd, ſhe gave: ſuch a Knock at 
the Door, that Don Alonſo concluded the Go- 
vernour had been come before his time ; nor 
was he altogether deceiv'd in his gueſs, for 
Love exerciſes an equal Power, and back'd 
with Jealoufie, ſeizes and puniſhes ſuch noto- 
rious Offenders. He pretended to be ſurpri- 
zed, and bid the Maid open the Door, be- 
cauſe he Ilong*d to ſee who duriſt be fo bold 
_ as to intrude there, knowing he was Maſter 
to the Owner of the Houſe; Unleſs, ſaid he, 
turning to Donna Clara, it be ſome private 
Lover of yours, and perhaps waits till I am 
8 gone, 


(14) 
z6he, to have the next place in your Aﬀedti- 
oris. This the crafty Gentleman fad, to re- 
move any ſurmiſe ſhe might have that he had 
a Hand in the Plot. In ſhort, whilſt Don 
Alonſo pretended to be angry, and Donna il 
Clara to appeaſe him; Liſarda never gave i 
_ over knocking, nor he ordering the Maid to 
open the Door; till perceiving ſhe durſt not 
for fear, he got up in a Paſlion and open'd it 
himſelf, little thinking what a Viſitor he 
was | likely,/to meet with, Liſarda came 1n, 
Don Alonſo was amaz'd, and Donna Clara he- 
gan 1n earneſt to ſhow her Jealoufie, as he 
had done before in Jeſt. Don Alonſs took not 
the leaſt care to pacify Donna Clara, but to 
enquire of his Lady what had mov'd her to 
come thither in that manner; but ſhe would 
' Not hear, or ſo much as look at him, but in 
the modeſteſt Manner ſhe could, directed her 
Diſcourſe to Donna Clara in this manner, 
Madam, I cannot deny with how much Diſ- 
_ order, Sorrow, and Concern I appear before 
you; for ſhould T endeavour to conceal it, as i 
many do, who for their Credit ſake do curb i 
all their Paſſions, yet my Colour, my Trouble, i 
my Aneniſh, and my Confuſon would ſufficient- i 
ly proclaim it. However, that you may not 
be diſturb'd at my coming, for it is not fit that 
Ingratitude ſhould be the Death of more than 
one, and that by the Perſon who does not va- 
lnue Life, therefore, I ſay, I muſt tell you in 
the firſt Place, that I do not come to rob you 
of your Gallant, who has ſa much right to 


you, 
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you, and whom, perhaps, you love for bis 
extraordinary Parts ;, I mean his Internal ones, 
for as to tbe reſt, Heaven never made ſo falſe, 
fo unconſtant, aud ſo perfidious a Man. But 
that you may excuſe me, and not believe him, 
bear me, if it be ngt too great a Trouble. 
8s Then drawing a Chair, ſhe gave her a full 
= Account of all Dox Alonſo's Courtthip, Pro- 
E teſtations and Vows: And then turning to 
him, added, Do not think, ungrateful Man, 
k that theſe Complaints proceed from Love, but 
= from Honour, for as other Women are enflam'd 
= with Wrongs, fo I cool with Fealouſy ;, and 
= therefore, from this time forward, you may 
= ſafely purſue your Love to this Lady, fince ber 
= Beauty is a ſufficient excuſe. I am not con- 
= cern'd that you ſhould . forſake me for her, be- 
W cauſe Love generally owes its Original rather 
= 70 4 natural Simpathy, than the perfe&ion of 
= Merit, neither are your Addreſſes to this Lady 
= eny Commendation of her, nor your leaving 
me for ber any Diſcredit to me, conſidering 
that very often Aﬀe&ions are ſo blind, that 
W they covet that moſt, which deſerves leaft. 
8 AT complain of is, that you treated me afier 
= tbe ſame manner as you do common Women, 
E 7n deceiving me as far as Words could £0, for 
beyond that, neither you nor all the World 
ould do me any injury ; Yet I bave this Com- 
fort ſtil, that it was my noble - Diſpoſition 
which made me give credit te your Lyes ; for 
es Men of Worth can ſcarce believe others 
| guilty of infamous Afians, fo Women of my 
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Quality, being Strangers to theſe Villanies, do 
not imagine any Perſon can think of, much leſs 
perform them. I fancy you are very Proud, that 
you have made my Kinaneſs your Sport, as if 
it were not a greater Wrong to your ſelf to aft 
baſely, than for me to believe, that as you 
are a Gentleman by Birth, you were the ſame 
in your Aftions and Deportment. However, 
if it bas been a Crime in me to give Credit to 
you, I will make amends for it for the future, 
and never more Iaok you in the Face. This 1 
do ſolemnly promiſe before this Lady, and to 
ſend ber to Morrow all the Billets Deaux 1 
-have received from you, that ſhe may put them 
to her own, becauſe fince the Kingdom of Love 
will admit but of one Crown, and that that 
cannot be mine, I will freely reſign it to her, as 
very well deſerving it, for her Beauty and 
Perfefions, and as ſhe belongs to you. 
Liſarda ſpoke theſe Words with ſuch an 
Air, that the Agitation of her Soul appear'd 
ſufficiently in her very Eyes. Then giving 
Don Alonſo, who was wholly intent.npon her, 
no time to.anſwer or clear himſelf, the open'd 
the Door, and like a deſperate Gameſter that 
has Ioſt his Money, run out into the Street, 
over-whelnrd with anxious Thoughts, refu- 
ſing to liſten to Don Alonſo, who 1n fpight of 
Donna Clara that would have held him, ran 
out after her like a Mad-man. "The Dark-- 
neſs of the Night, and Liſarda's haſte made 
her vaniſh in a Momenr, ſo that he could not 
tind her; and if he had, it would only have 
ſerved 
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'Ferv'd to' provoke her more, for ſome Crimes 


are-of ſuch a Nature as to be only render'd 


worſe by Excufes. Whilſt Don Alonſo was 
conſidering how to excuſe himſelf in Writing 
to Liſarda, atid reſolving to own to her the 
whole Matter how he came to fall in League 


with Donna Clara, how he deſired to be rid 
of her, and what he had contriv'd that Night; 


the: Hour drew near when the Governour 


was to perform what had been concerted, and 


therefore to eaſe himſelf of that Burden, and 
that Donna Clara might ſhare in the Trouble 
he ' had for her ſake, he went back to her, 
| where he was no ſooner cone, and coldly re-. 


ceiv'd, becauſe ſhe perceived by Don Alonſs's 


Clara together, he order'd her to depart the 
City that Moment, a Travelling Coach 


lous Lady ſtood out at firſt, 


Delay to pack up her Cloaths and Neceſſaries, 


taking her leave of Don Alonſo only with her 


. Eyes, whilſt the Governour ordered him to 
be carry'd Home with two Guards to attend 


him. Before Day Donna Clara was arrived 


lome Leagues from the City, and in five Days 
at Madrid, where in a Weeks time ſhe ſcarce 


remember'd' that there was ſuch a M 


for 


a 
| -- 
i 


Behaviour that he doted on Liſarda, but the. 
Governour came to the Door, he ſearch'd all 
the Houſe, and finding Don Alonſo and Donne. 


d 5 1UCh 4 1 an living | 
as Don Alonſo. It 'was not ſo with” Liſarda, 
wh ; CG | 


\ 


ch being 
ready at the Door for that a vip "The jea- 
| ut finding the 
Governour reſolute, and that he. threatned 
worſe'Puniſhment, ſhe oaly beg'd two Hours 
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Quality, being Strangers to theſe Villanies, do 
not imagine any Perſon can think of, much leſs 
perform them. I fancy you are very Proud, that 
you have made my Kindneſs your Sport, as if 
it were not a greater Wrong to your ſelf to a& 
baſely, than for me to believe, that as you 
are a Gentleman by Birth, you were the ſame 
in your Afions and Deportment. However, 
if it bas been a Crime in me to give Credit to 
yor, I will make amends for it for the future, 
and never more laok you in the Face. This I i 
do ſolemnly promiſe before this Lady, and to i 
ſend her to Morrow all the Billets Deaux I 
have received from you, that ſhe may put them 
to her own, becauſe fince the Kingdom of Love 
will admit but of one Crown, and that that 
cannot be mine, I will freely refign it to her, as 
very well deſerving it, for her Beauty and 
Perfefions, and as ſhe belongs to you. 
Liſarda ſpoke theſe Words with ſuch an 
Air, that the Agitation of her Soul appear'd IM 
ſufficiently in her very Eyes. Then giving 
Don Alonſo, who was wholly intent.ynpon her, 
no time to.anſwer or clear himſelf, the open'd 
the Door, and like a deſperate Gameſter that 
Has loſt his Money, run out into the Street, 
over-whelnr'd with anxious Thoughts, refu- 
{ing to liſten to Don Alonſo, who 11 fpight of | 
Donna Clara that would have held him, ran 
out after her like a Mad-man. 'The Dark-- 
neſs of the Night, and Liſarda's haſte made | 
| her vaniſh in a Momenr, fo that he could not 
tind her; and if he had, it would only have 
ſerved 
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Ferv'd to' provoke her more, for ſome Crimes * 
are-of ſuch a Nature as to be only render'd 
worſe by Excuſes. Whilſt Don Alonſo was 
conſidering how to excuſe himſelf in Writing 
to Liſarda, atid reſolving to own to her the 
| whole Matter how he came to fall in League 
with Donna Clara, how he defired to be rid 
of her, and what he had contriv'd that Night; 
the: Hour drew near when the Governour 
was to perform what had been concerted, and 
therefore to eaſe himſelf of that Burden, and 
that Donna Clara might ſhare in the Trouble 
he ' had: for her ſake, he went back to her, 
where he was no ſooner cone, and coldly re-. 
_ceiv'd, becauſe ſhe perceived by Don Alonſo's 
Behaviour that he doted on Liſarda, but the. 


Y | Governour came to the Door, he ſearch'd all 


the Houſe, and finding Don Alonſo and Donne 
Clara together, he order'd her to depart the 
City that Moment, a Travelling Coach being 
| ready at the Door for that oat Bag The jea- 
lous Lady ſtood out at firſt, but finding the 
Governour reſolute, and that he threatned 
worſe Puniſhment, ſhe only beg'd two Houts 
Delay to pack up her Cloaths and Necefſaries, 
| taking her leave of Don Alonſo only with her 
| Eyes, whilſt the Governour ordered him to 
be carry'd Home with two Guards to attend 
him. Before Day Donna Clara was arriv'd 
_ ſome Leagues from the City, and in tive Days 
at Madrid, where in a Weeks time ſhe ſcarce 
remember'd: that there was ſuch a Man living 
as Don Alonſo. It was: not ſo with' Sf | 
OC 
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forever fince that diſmal Night, ſhe was Diſ-. 
confolate, Melancholly and Deſperate, not 
knowing what to do, or what to ſay in Vin- 
dication of her falſe Lover. This rag Ex- 


perience coming upon the Back of the 1 
the had always conceiv'd of the Inconſtancy 
of Men, ſke fully reſolved to love none, but 
rather endeayour to hate them all. Some- 
times ſhe concluded to ſhut her felf up in a 
Monaſtery, there to end her Days, and re- 
venge her ſelf that Way of the Falſhood of 
Don Alonſo ;, but then giving ance more, Way 
to her Paſſion, ſhe repented, and faid, If IL 
leave Don Alonſo in the Arms of his Miſtreſs, 
well pleas'd and full of Pride and Vanity,. 
what revenge 1s it to ſhut my Self up. between 
four Walls contrary to my Inclination, there 
to be ever dying 2 The beſt Revenge, in my 
Opinion, would be, that as I- ſaw him with 
Donna Clara, ſo: he ſhould ſee me with ano- 
ther. as deferving as himſelf. My Father is. 
always chiding me, becauſe I am fo backward: 
in reſolving upon ſome ſettled Courſe of Life; 
then why do I longer make a Difficulty to 

take mv Revenge and hate him, in complying 
| to marry a Gentleman I ſee he has a fancy for, 
whoſe Name is Don Fulgencio, a great Friend 
of my Fathers, geatile in Perſon, and of a 
_ oreat Eitate, and being now thirty Years of W 
Age, is grown Sober, and paſt all his Extra- 
' vagancies. Then why do I heſitate > Why 
dol loſe time > Or why do I not preſently re- 
ſolve? Don Alonſo las wrong'd me in the 


'# 


SE 
theft ſenſible Part ; he has robb'd me of my 
'Sitisfa&ion, and been falſe to my Love ; and 


he who does ſuch a piece of Injury ought not 


to expet to receive a Return of Friendſhipand 
Favour. Sentence is paſs'd in Favour of Don 
| Pulpencio ;, T am a Woman, and provok'd, and 
to fay the Truth, all the DiſſatisfaQtion I ſhall 
receive from a Huſband I diſlike, in many 
Years, will not countervail the Pleaſure 1t will 
be to me to ſee Don Alonſo ingGrief for having 
oo. JO RR, RD 
Thus Lifarda bemoant'd her ſelf, refolutely 
Nifling ſome Tears that would have guſhed 
out, returning them to her Heart. In the mean - 
while Don Alonſo writ ſeveral Letters, nade 
Interceſſhon to Ladies, preſented the Maids, 
and gave an Account of his ſeeming Offence to 
all her Family, and others Abroad ; but Li- 
farda was fo fully bent againſt hearing any 
Excufe, that ſhe would liſten to no body, 
fearing to be led away according to the eafie 
Temper of Women, when once they give ear 
to ſubmiſſive Intreaties; becauſe the fiery 
Words of Love find an eafie Paſſage to the 
Heart. Her Father return'd from Madrid, 

where he had been for ſome time, and im- 
= portuning her again to eaſe him of the Care 
= he was in of providing for her. She anſwer'd, 
= that provided Don Fulgencio was the Man he 
pitch'd upon, he might immediately diſpoſe 
of her. That is all I wiſh, reply'd the. old 
Man, imbracing her : And leaving her, went 
away thar Moment to treat about it with the 
4 on Brides 


+. 
"Y 


Bridegroom, who at that time little expedigd 
ſuch welcome News, but being extreamly 
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ambitious of 1t, readily conſented, and the 
Articles were a greed on. One Morning when 


Don Alonſo was in the Cathedral at Maſs, he 


heard the Bans bid the firſt time, exrrefling, 


That Don Pulgencio and Liſarda were to be_ 


marry'd, and requiring all Perſons that knew 


any lawful Impediment to ſpeak. in time. 


Every Body look'd upon Don Alonſo, 1magin- 
ing that he might forbid the Bans ; but he 
concealing his Reſentment the' beſt he could, 
{izy'd till Maſs was done, and then went out 


of the Church in great haſte, pale and di- 


{trated, making direQly to Liſarda s Houſe, 
where he committed a thoufand Extravagan- 
cies, in hopes that either ſhe or her Parents 
might ; inquire into the Reaſon ; but they 


2 
took no Netice. In ſhort, the poor Gentle- 


man try'd all Ways to prevent Liſarda' $ Re- 


venge taking Effe& ; till ſceing it was paſt 
all "Remedy, and | that Don Fulgencio was 
gore to Madrid to buy ſome Jewels. and 
dreſiing Plate to preſent 11s Bride, he reſolved 


to ablent himſelf, for fezr of committing ſome 


Folly that might trouble him as long as he 
Iiv'd. He acquainted his Parents with bis 
Reſolution, who fearing ſome greater Diſ- 
aſter, conſented to his Will; and he cloath- 
Ing him{elf in Mourning, to expreſs his Grief, 
took Poſt-Horſes, paſſing thro' the Street 
where Liſarda liv'd, who hearing the Noiſe 


of the Horſes, out of Curiolity, look'd out of 


the 


C42) 
the Window juſt as Don Alonſo came to her 
Door. They took leave of one another with 
; their Wiſhes, and'as ſoon as he was gone, L:- 
* fſarda repented of her fooliſh Severity, which 
= was like to coſt. them both ſo dear ; but con- 
fidering it was then too late to re-call what 
was done, ſhe reſolv'd to proceed to her 1n- 
tended Marriage, as ſhe did. _ 7 
Let us leave Liſarda at Ciudad-Real, in the 
midſt of Congratulations, which are often gt- 
ven for what is not deſired; and let us re- 
turn to Don Alonſo. He got to Barcelona in 
a few Days, and finding ſome Galleys of the 
Great Duke of Tuſcany's there ready to return 
to Italy, he provided for his Voyage, and fent 
an Account 'of his Arrival there to his Fa- 
ther and Friends, He made himſelf known 
_ to the Captain of the Galley, who treated him 
according to his Quality, and receiv'd him 
into the great Cabbin, where he diverted 
= Himſelf the beſt he could, ſometimes by 
= reading a few Books he had bought at Bar- 
| celona, andotherwhiles by diſcourling of Polt- 
ticks,” of Martial Aﬀairs, and of the two 
main Employments of Youth, vis. Love and 
Gaming. In the ſame great Cabbin there 
 happerfd to he at the fame time another 
Gentleman, of ſo graceful an Aſpet, that 
he could not but take particular Notice of 
him; for beſides his extraordinary Mein, 
he was fo fad! and melancholly, that Don 
Alonſo was very eager, if poſlible to learn the 
_ Cauſe of his Trouble. Sometimes he would 
"Fs look 


- . 
AA 


( 22 


again he curs'd his hard Fortune. , One 
Night among the reſt, Don Alonſo hear- 
ing him, when' all the reſt that were near. 
them were aſleep, and only they two awake 
(for diſconſolate Perſons find no SatisfaQion, 
Eaſe, or Sleep ; ) he ſaid to him, Believe me, 
vir, your Affliftion bas troubled me to ſuch @ 


degree, that I would venture all I have in the 


World to give you Eaſe, were it in my Power ; 


but *tis likely your Sorrow may be above the 
Ajtance of Man for doubileſs were there 


any poſſibility of Relief, it would not ſo grie- 
vouſly affliet you. But fince Travelling often 


proves the Occaſion of the ſirifeſt Priendſhip, 


T beſeech you to receive me into yours, that I 
may acquaint you with my Adventures alſo, 
which, perhaps, are no leſs grievous and trou- 
bleſome than your own; and you may return 
that final Kindneſs in the ſame Coin, that ſo 
T may either bear a Part in yow Trouble, or at 
leaft we may comfort one another with ſome ima» 
ginary Hope, wat I 
The melancholly Gentleman liſten'd to 
Don Alonſo's Words, defiring he would not 
think ſtrange of his ſeeming unaccountable 
Deportment ; for the Occaſion of his Trouble 
was ſo great, that it was a Mercy he had not 
laid violent Hands upon himſelf; and to 
the End he might be obliged to own him in 


the right, fince he was willing to hear him, 


and the ſtillneſs of the Night invited them 
to it, he begg'd him to give Ear to the _ 
Q 


T3 DE 
of his Sorrow. Then fetching a deep Gigh» 
he began his Relation in this Manner. 

« My Name is Henry ; my Country Barce- 
« lona, the Capital of Catalonia ;; my Quality 
« of the beſt ; my Eſtate confiderable ; my Age 
* thirty four Years ; and my Tfoubles without 
«End. This is in ſhort as to my Quality, 
* Country, and Fortune, Next door to me 
© Iiv'd a Lady, whom ever fince I was born | 
£ lov'd, or rather ador'd, for it is fomething 
© more than Love, not to live but when 1 
+ ſaw her. HerFather and mine had been in- . 
« tunate Friends ever fince their tender Years, 
* and confequently it was ealie for us to con- 
© verſe together, without being taken Notice 
* of by the Neighbours, or giving Scandal to 
© envious Perſons, I will not ſpend my Time 
$5, 1n repeating the kind — the loving Ex- 
« preflions, and the mighty Endearments that 
« paſs'd betwixt us, for that would but ſerve 
* to tire you and mortify me, by renewing the 
* Memory of the Obligations I have'laid on 
© Donna Stephania, for that is the Name of the 
© Cauſe of all my Grief, and the ungratefu] Re- 
* turn ſhe has made me. It will be enough to 
© tell you, that we:were both Young, our Loves 
* very. Powerful, her Bexuty Extraordinary, 
* and Opportunity at hand, ' for we ſaw one 
© another when we pleas'd with our Parents 
* Permiſhon, 'who gathering by outward Signs 
* what we aim'd at in qur Hearts, reſolved to 
* conhrm their ancient Friendſhip, and Unite 
* the- two Fauulies, Fi marrying us as ſoon 
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£23 we came to Years; 
©by the Power of the Church, the Tye 
* of Aﬀedtion we had before. Whoſoever ſays, 


And ſo ratify 


© that Matrimony puts an End to Love, 
© does not certainly ſpeak of thoſe who 
* were in Love when they Marry'd, for 
© it rather increaſes by our conſtant con- 
© verſing and living together ; at leaſt I have 
* found it ſa; for Experience, the moſt pre- 
* valent Argument, has prov'd it ;, the Love 


* between us being ſo great, (would to God it 


© had not) that it would have been found in 
© our Hearts had it been loſt to the reſt of the 
* World, I enjoy'd her Company ten Years, 
© without being diſturb'd by the leaſt Diſen- 
© tion or Diſlke. For ten Years I was the 
* happieſt Huſband that was ever Born. For 
* our Fortune, awhat with hers, and what 
* with mine, was fo great, that She could 
s covet nothing more: than I freely beſtow'd. 
_ © Our way of Living was ſutable to our 
* Wealth, and the Delight we took in one 
* another ſo great, that we never look'd with 
* an Air more reſembling that of a Miſtreſs 
* and Gallant, than when we were Man and 
* Wife. Who would imagine, Don Alonſo, 
* that after all theſe tyes of Love(l am atham'd 
* to think on it) Scephania ſhould wrong me 
* in my Life, my Honour and Love? Wha 


© would believe that ſhe ſhould have the. 


* Thoughts of Defiling her chaſte Bed, 1n 
$ another's Arms, tho' not in Fad, yet in 


Thought, 
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W* Thought, ſince ſhe defign'd and expetted it? 
W< Who would think that I, being the Perſon 
WI am, could ever confeſs it, and not dye for 
WW Grief of ſo great a Diſgrace ? I do not mean, 

W* Don Alonſo, nor will my noble Birth permit 
W< me to rail at Women ; for at leaſt we owe 
WF them the Obligation of our Original, and. 
WW that with Danger of their Lives, beſides all 
WW the Trouble of breeding us up, But laying 
W 5 afide theſe Debts of Nature, and to come to 
W- that conſtant Faith they ought to preſerve. 
W- Pray tell me, How is it poflible that the moſt 
W< confiding Perſon can Sleep ſecure of any 


W< Falſhood in them, 1f Szephania, who adores 
W- me, forgets my Love, caſts off all Shame, 
WW and procures my Diſhonour, if that Offence 
Wn can be a Man's Diſhonour, which he does 
W- not ſee, nor conſent to, nor is able to pre- 
W- vent > But to return to the main Point, I 
WT will proceed to tell you, that having a hope- 
W< ful Son Heaven had been pleas'd to beſtow 
* on us; I refolv'd to leave him ſome Addi- 
WE tion of Honour, fince I could not increaſe his 
ag Eſtate, and in order to it, to repair to Court, 
W< there to ſue for a Knighthoo?, or ſome other 
* Title, as a Reward for the Se:vices down the 
a: Crown by my Predeceſſors, ſo to advance the 
W* Dignity of my Family for the Future. I 
Wy * acquainted my Wife with my Deſign, who, 
W* tho! very unwilling to contradict me, yet 
W* when I told her I muſt be from her for ſome 
W * time, ſhe took it ſo grievouſly to Heart, that 
W* 1 could not but repent having ſo much as 
18 | » ENLEF= 


— 


_ © entertain'd the leaſt thought of itz however, i 
< conſidering it concern'd our Honour, and i 


© night; for being unacquainted with the Pro- 


© narch of Spain, where I began to follow my 


© never fail'd begging of me to be ſpeedy 
© ſolicit my Buſineſs, that would be careful ofM 
*as much as ever, being nobly Born, Rich, i 


* and tho* a Woman, my Wife, and Marry'di 
_ * for Love? But he who does not conſider} 
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* mach more that it was my Will, ſhe ſtop'd 
© the Torrent of her Tears, and conſented 1 
< ſhould go, provided it were only for a Fort-W 


* ceedings of the Court, ſhe thought that was 
< time enough to conclude my Bufineſs. In 
« ſhort, I left Barcelona, and with all pofliblef 
« exp2dition came to the Noble Town off 
« Madrid, the Refidence of the mighty Mo-lW 


< Buſineſs with as much Succeſs as it Fortune 
© had conſpir'd to comply with the Wiſhes off 
© Donna Stephania, who, in all her Letters, 


< in my Return, and to leave ſome Perſon to 
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© it for a Reward. Who would not have 
* thought by this, that Srephania doted on mel 
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© that the Dangers of Abſence are great, may MW 
* find ſome Excuſe for his Wrong, but not for 
« his Ignorance. At length his Majefty, in 
« regard to the Services. done the Crown by if 
* my Fore-Fathers, was pleaſed to admit me MW 
* to the Honour of the Knighthood . of Sanii- 
* 2g0, whereupon I kiſs'd his Hand, and . lea- i 
« ving two Servants to attend the paſſing of i 
* the Order, for 1nquiring into the unſpotted i 
* Honour of my Family, as is us'd in Spain i 

| EN « pon i 
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W upon all ſuch Occaſions, before the Honour 
W be conferr'd; I ſet out Poſt for Barcelona, 
8 making ſuch haſte, that in three Days I was 


W within four Leagues of that City, and my 
$ own Houſe; but it being Night, and ſo great a 


W Storm of Hail and Wind, that it look'd rather 


L, like Madneſs than any effe& of Love to go 
WF on ; I reſolv'd to ſtay all Night in a Farm- 


W Houſe, that was at a ſmall Diſtance from the 


WW Road; whilſt I was diverting my ſelf till 


W Supper was ready, that I might go to Bed 
Wand take ſome reſt, after the Fatigue of the 


Ws two laſt Days and Nights, in came a Gentle- 


= man in a Hunting Dreſs, and ſo wet, that 
= tho* I knew hun not, I could do no leſs than 
Ws order my Servants to help undreſs him that 
he might dry himſelf. Then perceiving 
= him, by his Mein and Behaviour, to be a 
Wy Man of Quality, I defir'd him to Sup with 
Wy 112, and take Share of my Lodging. Frede- 
= 7:ck, for that he ſaid was his Nam: return'd 
9 Thanks; and after Supper, till it was time to 
Wh 20 to Bed, we diſcourſed upon ſeveral Sub- 
= jets. But as Love is the main Obje& of 
= Youth, we both of us began to tell ſome 


Wy one of my Servants happen'd to ſay, Sr, yore 
8 iPought te have had a better Night of this 
W with my Lady. Frederick, concern'd at his 
g own Diſappointment, made anſwer, We have 
W all our ſhare in that Misfortune, for we 
W hop'd it would have prov'd better, but For- 
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Wy Intrigues of our own as well as of others; 
By till we retir'd to Bed; as I was undreſtng. 


6 tuns 
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£ tune turns .all things upſide down; for 
© whilſt 1 expe&ted to have been with an 
s Angel, I found my ſelf among Rocks and 
£ Streams, 'where 1t muſt have gone much 
« worſe with me, had I not met with the 
« Shelter of this Farm-Houfe, and in it the 
« kind Aſſiſtance of Don Henry. It is ſuch a 


« dreadful Night, reply'd I, little thinking of 


- © my Misfortune, that the Lady has doubtleſs 


© had her ſhare in the Diſappointment. Be- 
6 fides, her Beauty, anſwer'd the inconſiderate 
6 Gentleman, which 1s ſeldom fortunate, her 
© Name ſeems to entitle her to 1ll-Luck. The 
© Servants took- no Notice of the Miſteriouſ- 


* neſs of his Words, as I did; but being un- 


© willing to examine him too far before'them, 
* I ftaid till they were gone, for then, prompt- 
© ed by a fatal Curioſity, I told him, that all 
* the Names .us'd in Spain, being thoſe 'of 
< Saints, I could not conceive that any of them 


© did entitle the Bearer to Misfortunes. He 
* anſwer'd, That ever ſince a Lady: call'd 
* Stephania, was 'wrongfully kill'd. in Spain iſ 
© by her Huſband, thro? the wicked Contri- iſ 
| © vance of a Maid-Servant, tho ſhe had never 

< given him the leaſt cauſe of Offence, even iſ 


©in Thought, it was vulgarly look'd upon, 


© that all Women of the Name of Srephania iſ 


_ © were unfortunate, only becauſe that - one 
* was {o, If ſo, faid I, in fome Diſorder, your 


< Miftreſs's Name is Stephania. To which Þ 
© he rejoyn'd, Having faid as much as I have, 

* it were a Folly to deny the reſt, This ſaid, i 
SY * finding 
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« finding that Sleep preſs'd up his Eyes, he 


« bid me good Night, turn'd to the other 
« Side, and left me very uneafie, for I could 


© not caft off a vile Suſpicion that ſeized my 


© Heart , tho* ſometimes I endeavour'd to 
* comfort my ſelf, and ſoon again it- got 
© the better of me. At laſt I concluded 
© jt was a meer Madneſs to entertain the 

| * leaſt Thought againſt the Honour of 


« Stephania, who, 1n'my Opinion, was more 


© pure, bright and unſpotted than the Sun it 


* ſelf, not doubting but there were others of 
* the ſame Name in the City, not fo chaſte 


© as ſhe. Scarce did the Day begin to appear, 
* when I bid Frederick good Morrow, aſking 
* whether he would rife, that we might get 
* into Barcelona before Noon; he anſwer'd, 


©It concern'd him not to come into the. 


« City till Night, and therefore I might go 
«* by my ſelf if I pleas'd, for he would take 
© care to: find me out at Barcelona. But being 
© earneſt to be fully ſatisfied concerning what 


<1 had conceivd in my Mind, I reply'd, I 
* would ſtay with him till the Evening, ma- 


«© king a Complement, and piece of Friendſhip 
© of that which was really the effe& of 
« Miſtruſt, Suſpicion and Jealouſie. We fell 
*to the ſame Diſcourſe we had been upon 


© before, beginning where. we left off. ÞF 
* made him many offers of Service, deſiring he 
* would make uſe of me, in caſe there ſhould” 
* be any. Danger in the Houſe where he had' 
$ lus - Intrigue, and that he would take me 


« along 


þ 
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« long with him: So far from it, ſaid he' 
« that I cannot tell whether there is any 

© Danger in the Houſe or not; for tho” Þ 

© have been ſeveral times in it, yet neither 
© do I know the Houſe, nor fo much as the 

« Street, as having never feen it, or fo much 
< 3s the Out-Walls, fo great 18 the Caution 
© of the Perſon that inhabits it. What you 
< ſay, anſwer'd I, ſeems to —_— a Contra- 

< diction, for if you have been ſeveral times 
©in it, how can you fay you never faw 
© the Houſe, nor Street? And if bor have 
© not ſeen it, how can! you affirm you 

© have been ſo often in it > That you may 
< not think it impoflible, reply'd he, hear 

* me, and you ſhall ſee how far a Woman's 
« Contrivance will reach when ſhe would con- 
* ceal her Frailties. I happen'd to be one 

< Evening in the High-Streer, in a Mercer's 

* Shop, buying ſome Silk for a Waſtecoaf, at 


© the ſame time in comes a Lady to buy ſome. 


< ſmall Matters, who, tho? veil'd, was not fo 
© cloſe cover'd at firſt, but that the Silk Vail 
© being a little flipp'd on one Side, I diſcover'd 
_ © thegreateſt Beauty I thought I had ever ſeen. 
©] addreſs'd my ſelf to her with all poſhble 
'6 cronuns þ deſiring her to take whatſoever ſhe 
* wanted, te 
* give me the Satisfaction of her Recetving it. 
< She turn'd to her Maid and Smil'd, as if 
< the were laughing at what I ſaid, or rather 
* ſurpriz'd at ſuch an unuſual Offer ; for as 


* the World now goes, before Men give any 


without any other Return, but to | 
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© thing, they expe& to be repaid in Hand, 'or 


© at leaſt a Bond to return what they give, 
with Uſury. I talk'd with her a while, till 
6 at laſt ſhe was pleas'd to tell me, that ſhe 
« lik'd my Perfon, not out of any Lightneſs, 
* but through ſome fecret impulſe of Simpa- 
$ thy which obliged her to love me, from the 
* firſt Moment the ſaw me; for that there be- 


* ing no diſtindjon of Sex in our Souls, Wo+ 
« men were as fubje& to fall in Love on a 


«fudden as Men; and therefore, provided I 


* would promiſe not to follow her, becauſe, 


$ {aid the, I am a Woman of more Honour than 
C yo imagine, ſhe would meet me the next 

© Day upon the Strand. I muſt confeſs, I 
« thought at firſt that this was no more than 
*a witty Contrivance to hinder me from 
* knowing her Houſe ; but at the time ap- 


| * pointed L preſently knew her to be the Lady 
*Elook'd for, in her Coach upon the Strand. 


* She came out, and we took a Boat to be 
* the more free and remote from Company, 
*and put out to Sex ;, all this while ſhe ex- 
* preſs'd her Love in a moſt obliging Manner, 
* wiſhing ſhe were at Liberty to diſpoſe of her 
ſelf; þ made ſutable Returns, promiſing wn all 
* things to comply with her Wil and Com- 
| *mands, without reſerve, coſt what it would. 


* We continu'd our. Viſits for ſome time, after 


* this Manner, fitting on the Graſs, ſometimes 
| © entertaining our ſelves among the Flowers, 


© till one Evening, perceiving that Love. ha4 
| © taken. entire poileſſion of het Heart, I em- 
| | - © braced 
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© braced her, the? not without ſome ſecret 
« Check, as being a Stranger ; but my Deſign 
« being rather to diſcover her Quality, * than 
© to take any unhandſome Liberty, I told her, 
< That ſince ſhe did not want Senſe fo contrive 
< means for our Meeting, without giving her 
« {-1f the Trouble of going Abroad; I beg'd 
< her to ſave her ſelf that Trouble, by ſuffer- 
< ing me to come to her Houſe. She made 
* ſome Difficulty at firſt, but being already 
© in Love, and Love, as you know, eafily 
< ſurmounting all Difficulties, ſhe told me, 
© ſhe would do fo, provided I would engage 
*my Honour, not to preſume to offer any 
< thing againſt her Modeſty, nor to know 
'* what Houſe I went to, I promis'd, on my 
_* fide, to perform the firſt Part of her Defire, 
< being as much as I thought was in my Pow- 
er; and for the ſecond, ſhe defir'd that I 
* would be in that very Place at Ten of the 
* Clock at Night, whither her Maid ſhould 
_* come with a Chair, carry'd by two Slaves; 
_ © they appear'd according to their Lady's Or- 
* der, and the Maid no ſooner ſaw me, but 
*bid me get into the Chair, and they 
* ſhould carry me to the Place appointed. / 
© did fo, and they ſhut me up cloſe, ſo that 

* when I leaſt thought of it, I found my ſelf 
_ ©1n a moſt ſtately ſpacious Room, hung with 
* rich Tapiftry, and adorn'd with curious 


* Ivory Cabinets, and coſtly Pi&ures. I was I 

* received by the Beautiful Cauſe of all my 

* Piſquiet, into whoſe Houſe 1 was ſeveral 
| _ « times 


(33) 

* times admitted by the ſame Contrivance; 
© without ever preſuming any further than to 
caſt my amorous Looks at her; for ſome 
' Women are Miſtreſſes of ſuch an unuſual 
- Modeſty, that they enforce a Reſpe&, and 
* intire Submiſſion, even by the Glances of 
* their Eyes, tho* upon ſuch Occaſions as al- 
* low of more Freedom. In this Poſture my 
* Love continued for ſome Days, till the laſt 
* Night, when I could not forbear to ask her, 
< What muſt be the End of ail that Reſervel- : 
© neſs, thus to make me the Tantalrs of her 
> * Beauty : ? She was fo gracious as to promiſe 
* me, this laſt Night, to let me know her 
« final Reſolution, and if I anſwer'd her Ex- 
* petation in what ſhe had refolved to do, ſhe 
, * would then adventure upon an Extrava- 
* gancy for my ſake. Orhezoy's with this 
© Hope, grounded on her amorous Expreſſions, 
<T went out yeſterday, to divert the Jong 

« Hours of the Day, which are always tedious 
«© to one that is full of ExpeQation of a happy 
* Night ; and being led away by the plealing 
Y Enjoyment of the Country, Night overtook 

* me, which prov'd ſo ftormy and dreadfu], 
« that my Horſe, frighted at the Thunder 
* and Lightning, would not go a Step beyond 
* this Farm-Houſe, where you ſee 1 was fain 
© to take Shelter, when I hop'd to be in the 
* Arms of the Beautiful Stephania ; for tho? 
*ſhe did not tell me her Name, yet as I came 
© out of her Houſe the other Nig ht, 1 heard 
*2 a'Man ask, Who lived there ? gs: another 
| Þ | « that 
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© that happen'd to be at the Door anſwer?d, it 
< was a Lady of that Name ; whence TI gather 
< that the Miſtreſs of the Houſe's Name is 
£ Stephania. je IP 
© Thus Don Frederick ended his Relation, 
© and 1 was left under the ſame uncertainty 
© as before, becauſe all he had faid was dubi- 
© ous, and nught as well belong to any other 
* unforttinate Man, as to my ſelf; but he took 
© {uch Pains to particularize upon every Point - 
© of his Happineſs, that at laft I could not bur 
* be convinced that it was my Houſe which 
* {uffer'd, and I the moſt wretched of all Men ; 
* and this by the Deſcription he gave of the 
< Houſe, the Beds, Screutores, the Hangings, 
© but more eſpecially by his commending ſome 
© choice Pieces of Painting there, as being a 
£ great Admirer of the Works of Titan, Alberts 
« Durer, Tintoret, and other famous Maſters. 
< I diſſembled my Reſentment the beſt I could, 
© and about two in the Afternoon, we mounted 
* on Hlorle-back, and ſet forward. He ſtill, 
«* by the Way, continued |to repeat his Hopes 


* and Expecations of Delights, that every C | 


* Word ftabbing me tg the Heart, and I wait- 
© ins for ſome.convenient Places to kill him, 
© ] commanded two Servants that attended me, 
* to go before to carry the News to my infa- . 
< mous Wife, and as we were riding through 
« 2 very thick Wood, I drew my Sword, and 
* without alighting, run him through the | 
* Body, with ſo much Rage and Strength that 
* he dropped down, where I fo often repeated 

Je + « my 
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* my. Thruſts, till he lay at my Feet, begging 
«I would allow him but an Hour or two's 
© Reſpite to make his Peace with Heaven, 
* {fince he had none to make with me, as not 
_ © knowing me, or being able to imagine why I 
£ treated him in ſo barbarous and inhumane a 
« Manner. ' Conſidering it was too great a Bar- 
* barity to kill him out right, ſince that ſmall 
© Delay might afford him Time and Opportu- 
* nity to ſave his Soul, tho' not his Body, I 
« left him there alive , for a Man may take his 
« Revenge, as an Enemy, and yet not forget 
© he 1s a Chriſtian. As a Gentleman, and fo 
© much wrong'd, methinks I could do no lefs 
© than. kill him, yet as a Chriſtian, I was 
« oblig'd to hold my Hand for his Lord's ſake; 
© for to deny a dying Man the Benefit of call- 
© ing upon God for Mercy, is valuing one's ſelf 
t upon Impiety, and provoking the Almighty 
«not to ſhow Compaſſion when he ſhall ſue 
« for it himſelf; by this time perceiving that 
© ſome People drew near, for fear of being diſ- 
© cover'd I mounted again, and began to con- 
« {ider what was beſt to be done, and then in 
| © the next Place, only refleQing that if I killd 
* my Wife, that would ſerve to make my 
< Diſhonour the more publick, and tho? ſhe 
© had offended only in thought, yer the City 
* would certainly conf{true the Thing as if the 
* actually comnutted the Crime, which was 
* laying a Blemiſh on the Honour of both our 
* Families, and ſo I thought it a much more 
* proper Revenge never to ſee her more. With 


D 2 a © : 


CE) 
© this Reſolution I ſoon overtook my Servarits, 
"and told them, that the Gentleman and I 
* falling at Variance about ſome trivial Mat- 
* ters, had come to ſuch high Words, that we 
* could do no leſs than draw, and I had kilFd 
* him, and therefore I muſt take care not to 
© be ſeen in Barcelona, for fear of falling into 
* the Hands of Juſtice, where I ſhould be in 
* great Danger ; becauſe the Centleman had 
© told me he was a Perſon of great Quality. 
© Before we came to Barcelona, 1] was inform'd 
* the Galleys were juſt ready to put to Sea, 
* and fo I immediately embark'd Avoard this, 
© the Captain thereof being one of my much 
* intimate Friends I had in my youthful Days ; 
* I now reckon my ſelf the more oblig'd to him 
© again, for having given me fo good a Com- 
<* rade as I have met with in your Perſon. Do 
© you conlider whether my Misfortunes are 
* not great enough, ſince they oblige me to 
© leave my Wite, tho' I dote on her, be- 
* cauſe in Honour I can do no leſs. I am 
* ſenſible every Man will judge of my Ab- 
© ſence according to his own Fancy: or Opini- 
© on; butI am of Opinion, there being abun- 

« dance of Highway-men in this Country, 
* they will be apt to imagine ſome of them 
* have murder'd me upon the Road ; would 
* to God it had been ſo, or at leaſt that 'I had 
« not been ſo highly concern'd in the Pun&ti- 
* lio's of Honour, that ſo | might have con- 
* tinued in my Native Country, and hiv'd at 
* Eaſe : but xz 3s wy Misfortnne to be as 
2 ys <4 


BE os 2 


© der in this Point, that whenſoever I do. but _ 


_ * call to Mind, that for ſome time my Wife 
* had as much as a Thought to blemiſh my 
* Honour, ſhe ought to have preſerved un- 
© ſpotted ; I repent for not having ſerv'd her 
* 1n the ſame Manner as I did Don Frederick. 

Don Alonſo ſtood, not without good Reaſon, 
much amaz'd at Don Henry's doleful Relati- 
on, and requited the Favour he had done him 
of 1mparting his Trouble, with the Account 
of his own Misfortunes. Thus they con- 
trated a moſt fincere Friendſhip in this Voyage, 
and by the Advantage of a fair Gale, arriv'd 

In ſafety at Naples,v in a few Days. After 
having beſtow*d ſome Days in taking a View 
of that Noble City, they went by the Way 
of Civita Vecchia to Rome ;, where Don Alonſo, 
upon his Letters of Credit, took up a good 
Sum of Money, kiſs'd his Holineſs's Foot, 

{aw the Bridges, Caſtles, Statues, Churches, 
Country Houſes, Gardens, Palaces, Mounts, 
Baths, Gates, Tombs, Squares, and the Great 
Amphitheater, which they ſay will contain 

,20000 Men, with all the other extraordinary 
Curioſities that great Capitol of the World 
aftords. Having fatisfy'd their Curioſity 
there, theſe two Friends reſolv'd to take a 
View of all Italy, in which Progreſs they 
ſpent no leſs than two Years, during all which 

_ time Don Henry could never forget his Wie, 
_ tho? (as he thought) ſhe did not deſerve it, 

and at ſeyeral times would let fall ſuch tender _ 

Expreſſions as mov*d Don Alonſo to Compatli- 
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on. At Length, at a certain Time, when 
they were both at Milan, and Don Henry's 


Sorrow ſeemed to augment daily , Don Alonſo 


took the Liberty to ſpeak to him thus : 

_ © Todeal ingenionfly with you, as.a Friend, 
© ] cannot but think you in the Wrong, in not 
* returning home to your Country, and to 


* the Embraces of your Wife, fince I find 1t 
© muſt needs come to that ſooner vr later ; for 


* being a Perſon of ſuch Diſtin&ion, you can- 


© not be always conceal'd, and as ſoon as 1t 1s 
© once known that you are alive, you mult 


© your Abſence would give 


© to have been wrong'd by Don Fre 


* needs return to her you always fo much: 
* dored on, becauſe ſhould you do otherwite, 
Jecafion to ſuſpe& 
< that which is now ſo ſecret that none but 
* even, your ſelf and I, know any thing of 
*1t. And if the only Obſtacle that obſtruds 
* your doing it, 1s your knowing Fu felf 

erick and 
* Donna Siepkania ;, what greater Revenge can 
* voudeſire than killing of him for attempting 


x . - 
© it, and having been now from her two Years 
© for having only deſign'd it 2 Beſides that, 
© to infli& Puniſhments on Account only of 


* Thoughts, which 1s only referv'd to. God, 
© It 1s true,. there 1s no Difference at the”Di- 
* vine Tribunal, between committing the 


* Crime, and deſiring to commit it'; but it is 


© otherwiſe in worldly Courts, for you:never 


* knew a Man put to Death for deſiring to kill 
* another, but becauſe he aRually did ſo; for 
* 3f Thoughts wer liable to Puniſhment, who 

OY TY "", 


* is there in this World but that might be 
* found guilty of all Sorts of Offences? A 


* Friend, under that Colour, to ſpeak accor- 


< ding tothe general PraQice of humane Frail- 


© ty, ys covets his Friend's Riſe; «a 


© Younger Brother defires the Death of the 
«* Elder; the Envious ſeeks the Ruin of the 
* Favourite ; the Priſoner would be glad to 
* make away with his Goaler ; the Poor Man 
© 1n his Heart fteals from the Rich ; the Jea- 
© lons Man would fain run his Sword into his 


© Rival's Heart; he that is in Law does not 


* ſtick to ſeek falſe Witneſſes to carry his 
< Cauſe; the marry'd Man has a Mind to his 
< Neighbour ; and the Batchelor to all the 
_ © Women he ſees, and yet there 1s no Punith- 


_ © ment upon Earth for any of all theſe ; be- 


* cauſe the Sin being within them, and God 
© alone 15 the Judge of what is in their Hearts, 
* all theſe Tryals are referr'd to him. Now 
<* if you are not wrong'd in the Eye of the 
6 World, nor even1in regard to your Wife, Þe- 


* cauſe ſhe cannot know that you have had 


© any Information of theſe Afﬀeairs ; what an 
© unaccountablePundilio of Honour, or rather 
© what a ſtrange piece of Madneſs 1s it that 
« thus puts you beſide your ſelf, and baniſhes 
_ © you from your Country and your SatisfaQti- 
£ on? Donna Stephania, you ſay has wrong'd 
« you, yet I cannot ſee how this appers 
* to be ſo beyond Contradidion , becauſe 
* you have no Aflurance, but that he who 
* told. you ſo might lye; but, after all, ſup- 
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© poſing it was true, what Husband in the 
World can be ſafe againſt Thoughts, either 
© of thoſe who ſee his Wife, or of what ſhe 
* may have upon the Sight of other Men ? 
© If you will not grant me this, pray tell me, 
_ © what Woman is there, who, when ſhe goes 
© Abroad, does not dreſs her ſelf to the beſt 
* Advantage, with her Rings, Jewels, Knots, 
© and other Ornaments? To what End, 
© T defire to know, 1s all this, but to pleaſe 
. © the Eyes of thoſe that behold her ? For as to 
| © the Pretence of pleaſing her Husband, that 
© 1s no more than a modeſt Excule for the 
< Practice ; becauſe there are but few Women 
* that think of their Husbands when they are 
* to go Abroad. The Truth of this Afſertion 
-< 1s manifeſt, 1n regard that as ſoon as a Wo- 
* man comes home again, where ſhe expe4s 
* none but her Husband to ſee her, ſhe lays 
© aſide her Ornaments, folds up her Cloaths, 
* and locks up her Jewels; and yet neither do 
* the Husbands think they are wrong'd, nor 
* the Wives look upon themſelves as in the 
* leaſtin the Wrong for ſo doing. I deal plain- 
© Ip with you, Don Henry, as a Friend, and 
* one that withes you well 3 Thought 1s of fo 
* ſubtle, quick and aQive a Nature, that the 
* conceiving of, and conſenting to a Thing, are 
* but one and the fame AA. To deſign to 
* wrong a Man 1n this ſort, is no Wrong, eſ- 
© pectally when the Defign is not known 
* Abroad ; and tho' it were, the Perſon that 
* intended it, is dead, and ſhe has been two 


Years 
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© Years without her Husband ; What more 
«© Revenge would. you require of them both > 
Don Henry had but little to obje& againſt 
ſuch powerful Arguments, which, as being 
the moſt agreeable to his Inclinations, ſeem'd 

_ to him the Stronger, Don Alonſo at the ſame 
time being inclined alſo to return into Sparn, 
to live with his Parents, Friends and Kindred, 
and to ſee Liſarda again, tho? it were in the 
Arms of another ; his Love, . notwithſtanding 
_ that tedious Abſence, being no way diminiſh'd; 
| fo they ſoon agreed to ſet forward, without 
further Delay, and accordingly from Milan 
to Genoa they embark'd with a fair Wind ; 
but nothing is more uncertain than the 
Winds and Seas ; . they had ſcarce been two 
Days under Sail, when there aroſe ſuch a 
violent Storm, that they expe&ed nothing 
leſs than Death at every Minute. In this 
Diſtreſs, ſuch as Heaven often ſends to put us 
in mind of our Creator, whom perhaps we 
ſeldom think of but in Adverſity. Don Henry 
made a Vow to go dire&ly to the Church of 
Monſerrate, before he comply'd with any 
worldly Duty, if it would pleaſe God to de- 
liver them from - that Danger. And it being 
the Property of Divine Goodneſs to hear 
thoſe Prayers that are made with a ſincere 
Heart ; no ſooner had Don Henry made this 
Promite, but the Wind ceafed, the ſwelling 
Waves were appeas'd and laid, and the Gal- 
ley ſtood its Courſe again, from which it had 
þeen drove by the Tempeſt, and that with 
| —_ pros 
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proſperous a Gale, that in a' few Days more 
_ they arriv'd ſafe at Barcelona. Here Don Alonfo 
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and Don Henry were no ſooner Landed, but 

they'took Horſe and with their two Servants, 
went dire&ly to  Monſerrate. After having 
viſited the Church, and gave hearty Thanks 


to God for their Deliverance, they went up to 


the top of that loft# Mountain to take a View 


of the Scituation of that noble City of Barce- 
lona, which from that high Mountain affords 


a moſt delightful Proſpe&. 38673 
"Thence they retir'd to their Lodging, to re- 


poſe themſelves after the Fatignes of their late - 


Voyage, and the next Morning being at a Win- 
dow, entertaining 'their Eyes, ſometimes with 
the ſcatter'd Snow, turn'd Grey with lying ma- 
ny Years on. thoſe-high and inacceflible Rocks; 


ſometimes with the many Frees growing about 


thoſe Clifts, as 1t were to ſet'off the whiteneſs 


of the Snow with the moſt pleaſing Verdure of | 


their Leaves; and then again pleaſing them- 
ſelves with the running of the chriſtial Streams, 
which left their native. Soil: to roul down 


the Precipicies into the Plain ; they ſaw. a 


Coach ſtop at the Door of- the fame Houſe 
where they had taken-up their Lodgings, at- 
tended by {ix Servants on Horfe-back, and a 


Gentleman, who Wo his Train and Garb 


Teemn'd to be their Maſter, being a very agree- 
able Perſon in the Eyes of Don Alonſo. But 
Don Henry was of another Opinion, for as 
ſoon as ever he ſpy'd him he fell into a_ 
'great Diſorder and Confufion , for looking 
ned | earneſtly 
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earneſtly upon his Perſon and Countenance, 
he perceiv*d it was his Enemy Don Frederick, 
the Sight thereof made ſuch an imyrefſion on 
him, that, tho he had ſaid nothing, Don Alonſo 
_ could not but have diſcover'd it. He took 
_ cre to keep him within bounds, telling him, 
| That Affairs of that nature ought rather to be 
 manag*d with Prudence, than with Precipita- 

tion, which would only expoſe him to the cen- 
| ſure-of the World, and publiſh bis Shame; and 
therefore defir'd he would be pacified, and take 
Notice. he had a Friend along with him, that 
to ſatisfle the leaſt Nicety of bis Honour, 
would Sacrifice a fend Lives, if he had 
ſo many. By the help of this good Advice 
he check'd himſelf a little, but it was ſo lit- 
tle, that it laſted no longer than till he ſaw 
that the Perſons, who came in the Coach 
were his Wite, Donna Stephania, and a Siſter 
of. hers. © It was then Don Alonſo was fain to 
make uſe of all his Prudence and Condud to 
detain him ; for he was ſo enraged with the 
notion of lus Wrongs, that he would needs 
run out, and withoug further examining: the 
matter embrue his Hands in their Blood, to 
waſh away ſo many Months continu'd Offen- 
ces. In ſhort, abundance of People having at 
that time reſorted thither on Pilgrimage, there 
was not room inthe Houſe to entertain the new 
Gueſts. Don Alonſo ſeeing this lock'd up Don 
Henry in a Room, for fear the'exceſs of his 
Jealoufie, and the Notion of his: Honour ſhould. 
preyall on him to commid {ome extrava» 


gancy,. 
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Zancy, without conſulting his Reaſon. And 


then Don Alonſo went down into the Court, 


and offer'd the Strangers one of the two 
Rooms he had, to entertain the Ladies at 


_* leaſt, and*to ſecure their Equipage. _ The 


Ladies and Don Fredrick accepted of the kind- 
neſs he offer'd, and return'd thanks; for 


| neceſlity obliges the niceſt Perſon in the 


World to be Dciafied with what Opportunity 


1s pleas'd to afford him. Don Alonſs acquaint- 


ed Don Henry how he had contriv'd that his 
Enemies ſhould be Lodg'd in that very Apart- 
ment where he then was; and that there- 
fore it would. be convenient for him to retire 
into a back Room, that ſo he might, without 
being obſerv'd, be with the more certainty 
inform'd of all he defir'd to know; The. 
diſconſolate Don Henry comply'd with him 
in every thing he deſired; and Don Alonſo 
made the beſt Accommodation he could for 
the two Beautiful Ladies, and Don Frederick, 


- after having made his acknowledgements for 


the kindneſs ſhow'd him, cauſing a Fire to 
be lighted, and Chairs ſet about. He then 
began to enter into a Converſation and Diſ- 
courſe concerning the Devotion of that Holy 
Place, reſorted . to from all parts of Spain, 
and then began to. enquire of him from 
whence he came, and whether he was going. 
Don Alonſo anſ{wer'd, That he was Travelling 
into Czftile, and was come out of Italy, where 
he had ſpent two Years without having wy 
other Bulineſs but to fee that Country, 0 
fooner 


nn, (45) 
ſooner were theſe Words out of his Mouth, 
but that Donna Stephania, turning to her 
Siſter and Don Frederick, ſaid, That is juſt 
the time ſince my unhappy Huſband has been 
abſent from bis Home ;, and as far as I have 
. been able to underſtand he went that ſame 

way. There are many Spaniards in thoſe 
parts, anſwer'd Don Alonſo, and I have had 
ſuch a general Acquaintance among them, that 
it is likely enough TI may have known him. 
His Name is Don Henry, reply'd Donna Ste- 
phania. Don Henry 7s his Name, often re- 
peating it, for Love takes a Pleaſure in Trans- 
ferring what it affed4s, from the Heart to the 

Lips. Don Alonſo perceiving that the oppor- 
\ tunity he ſo much ſought and wilt'd for, was 

_ Now given into his Hands, told het, he knew 
him very well; for he had been his Compa- 
nion all the while he had been in Traly, and 
that he had often told him, the occaftion of 
his ſtaying at Milan was, becauſe an Aﬀair in 
which his Honour was concern'd had ba- 
niſh'd him his Country, withor:t hopes of ever 
returning to 1t again. Donna Stephania upon 
this ſurprizing News could not refrain from 
ſheding a Floud of Tears, and fetching a deep 

| Sigh, ſuch a one as {zem'd to move the very 

| Rocks in that uncooth Place to compaſiion, 
was juſt upon the Point to anſwer and fatisfie 
him as to that particular, but was prevented 
by Don Frederick, who delires earneſtly to 
have leave given hin to ſpeak, as being the 
moſt ſubſtantial Evidence in that Adventure : 


And 


HT — 
And fo turning to Don Alonſo deliver'd_hims 
ſelf to this efiet. Net Fa 4 
' The Accidents of humane Lite are ſo. varis 
-ous, ſo unaccotintable, and involv'd in {9 ma- 
ny Difficulties, that even thoſe very Perſons 
that are concerned in them, are ſcarce able to 
oive any reaſonable Account of them ; . and 
therefore that you may be made ſenſible of 
this Truth, and inform your Friend Pon Hens 
| #y, both of his Error and my Innocence, pray 
l give ear to me for a ſhort time ; I had a Quar-' 
| rel at Valladolid, where I was born, with a 
_ Gentleman of equal Quality with my ſelf, 
which ran to ſuch a Height that he gave me 
the Lye, and I return'd him a Cuff on the. 
Far. We were parted at that time, but my 
| Relations dreaded his Revenge, he being a 
Man of Wealth and Honour; and refolv'd T 
ſhould go away to ſome Place where I might 
live with more ſafety ; tho'in Truth, he who 
_ affrovte another 1s no where ſafe but in his 
Grave. Purſuant to this Reſolution, having 
provided my felt with a good Equipage, and a 
good Sum of Money to defray the Charges of 
my intended Journey, I left Yalladolid by 
Night, and 1n a few Days came to Barcelona + 
Here going Abroad a Sporting one Day after 
Dinner, and ftraying too far from the City, I 
was oblig'd to take up that Night in a Farm- 

| Houſe, which ſtands on the left Hand of the 
| _ High-way ; and falling into Diſcourſe there, 
j with a Gentleman who had put into the ſame 
Houſe ( whom we afterwards knew to be Don 
Henry 
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Henry by what happen'd to me; and the De- 
ſcription I gave of him ) and talking of In- 
trigues between Ladies and Gallants,' I hap- 
pen'd to ſpeak to him concerning an Intrigue 
I then had with a Lady, whom I call'd by her 
Name, which Fault had I:K'd to have coft me 
my Life, becauſe it was the Name of his own 
Wife, who is here preſent. 'The Truth is, 
[ could not particularly tell him her Quality, 
or what Houſe or Street ſhe liv'd in, reve A 
as | will tell you more at Leaſure, I knew it 
not ; but I mentioned in my. Diſcourſe ſuch 
Signs and Tokens that he could not chuſe but 
think it was his Honour that lay at Stake. 
Thus Jealoufie prevailing, .and he believing 
himſelf wrong'd, tho? not in Fa&, at leaſt, in 
the Attempt, as we were riding. thro? a 
Wood, he drew his Sword, and without al- 

| lowing me time to ſtand upon my Guard, 
( for he that is wrong'd, has no occaſion to 
obſerve ſuch- Ceremonies ) he wounded me in 
ſeveral Places, and in ſome very dangerouſly, 
ſo that he had certainly kilPd me, had not 
Heaven prote&ed me, and [I been very well 
provided with Armour, for fear the Enemy F 
had left behind at Viladolid thould follow me. 

| In ſhort, the left me for dead, went away to 
Barcelona, and embark'd Aboard one of the 
Galleys that were then ready to ſail for Icaly, 
without ſeeing his Wife, or acquainting any 
Body with what had happen'd. But before 
two Months were at an End, it was publickly 
talk'd about the City, that Don Henry was the 
on 1 Perſon. 
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\ Perſon that had done that Aftion. Firſt, By 
computing the Day. he left Madrid. In the 
next Place, by the Account of the Poſt 
| Stages he rode. Thirdly, by the Deſcription 
T gave of his Perſon and Servants. And laſt- 
Ty, Becauſe ſeveral Perſons ſaid, they had 
ſeen and ſpoke with him at Naples. The Mul- 
titude preſently refle&ted on Donna Stephanid's 
Virtue ; for the Commonalty give their Opi- 
N1ONS of what was never fo much as thought 
of, but much more where there 1s any Ap- 
 pearance of Truth; tho* nothing 1n the 
World is more falſe than this was, as will 
appear by what I am going to tell you. When 
Don Henry went away to Madrid, his Wife 
_ Anding he ftay'd longer than ſhe could have 
wifh'd, and her Loneſomeneſs becoming dai- 
iy more tedious to her, to make her Huſ- 
band's Abſence the more tollerable to her, 
ſhe ſent to her Father's for her Siſter Donna 
Angela, who 1s here preſent to bear her Com- 
pany. It happen'd that they had occaſion one 
Day to go to the High-ſireer to buy ſome 
Toys fit for Women ; and Donna Stephania, 
not caring in her Husband's Abſence to ſtir 
Abroad, or be ſeen by any Body ; Donna An- 
gela went alone in their Coach, at that very 
time when I took the Opportunity of ſpeaking 
to her, and ſhe fell fo. deſperately in Love 
with me, ( rather through ſome ſecret Simpa-, 
thy, than any Merit of mine, ) that after 
many Interviews, ſhe contriv'd, without the 
Knowledge of her Siſter ( who would never 
ten SO , BaVs 
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have conſented to it ) that I ſhould come to 
her Houſe with all the Precaution dne to her 
Quality, and particularly. with ſuch an inge- 
nious and unuſual Contrivance, that I never 
faw the Street, or knew the Houſe I WAS CAr- 
ry'd to, till one Night a Man happen'd to 
ask at the Door, who liv'd there, and a Ser- 


vant anſwer'd, *it was Donna Stephania ; that 


was the Occaſion of my telling Don Henry me --- 
Name, that Night we happen'd unfortunate- 
ly to meet together, and of being left for dead 
by him. But it pleas'd Heaven to ſend ſome 
Shepherds that Way, who hearing the Noiſe, 
carry'd me to Barcelona, where I was cur'd, 
_ and Donna Angela took particular Care'of me ; 
for as foon as ſhe heard unto what a dange- 
rous State I was reduc'd, ſhe diſcover'd the 
whole Secret to her Siſter, and made her ſelf 
known to me, ſo that as ſoon as recover'd, I 
could do no leſs than Marry her in Conſide- 
ration of her Love, her Beauty, her Birth, 
and to wipe of the Stain that was laid upon 
Don Henry's Honour, and:Donna Stephania's 
| Reputation ; which put a check to the lewd 
Tongues of the Multitude. | 
| It i8 needleſs tp ſay, That Don Henry liſten a 
with the utmoſt Attention to this whole Re- 
| ation. No Criminal ever liv'd in a more 
dreadful Expetation of his Judge's Sentence, 
than he dreaded'the Ifſue of the Words of 
Don Frederick ;, but ſuch was his Rapture, ta 
ſee all his Doubts clear'd to his Advantage, 
- that this ſudden Joy had likd- to have coſt 
fg W hun 
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him his Life, as Grief would infallibly hav@ 
produced the ſame Effet, had he heard the 
contrary ;; for ſo frail is the Life of Man, thatdr 
| Is in Danger even from its Pleaſures. Whilſt 
Don Alonſo was bufied in congratulating with 
his Company, for Don Henry's being {ſo near, 
that only a Plaiſter Wall parted them, the 
Gentleman himſelf, with all the Marks of 
Joy in his Countenance, appear'd, and em- 
brac'd his Wife, without ſpeaking one Word 
an exceſſive Paſſion is more Eloquent in 1ts 
Silence, than what 1s poſſibly to be expreſt by I 
Words. After having recover'd himſelf, he. 
begg'd her Pardon for his Abſence, and en- 
quir'd after his Son; and then congratulated . 
and embrac'd Donna Angels, and Don Frede- 
7ick, all the Company doing the ſame with 
Don Alonſo, for having been” the Occaſion of 
Don Henry's returning Home. 
They itay'd nine Days in that Holy Place, 
Donna Stephania having promis'd to continue 
her Devotions there ſo long. 'The laſt Night 
of their being there, after Supper, when the 
| haddiſcours'd ſome time concerning the Af- 
fairs of Don Frederick and Don Henry, the 
two fair Ladies being curious ( as Women ge- 
_ nerally are) to know the reit of Don Alonſo's 
Life, defir'd him to give them an Account 
thereof. - He readily comply*'d with their. Re- 
queſt, telling them all that had happen'd 
during the whole Courſe of his Amours with 
Liſarda, whom he ftill lov'd with the fame 
Exceſs of Paſlon, as when he was moſt in her 
| Favour. 
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Favour. The whole Company was much 
delighted as well with Don Alonſo's Relation, 
as with his graceful way ob delivering it ; for 
he continuing to be as ſenſible as ever of all 
the Sufferings he recounted, he repreſented 
them in ſo lively a Manner, that they could 
not all of them but pity him, and wiſh he 
might prove Succeſsful m the conſtant Love 
he expreſs'd for Liſarda. Then Donna Ste- 
phania looking on him with a Countenance 
that expreſs'd much Satisfaction, ſaid, I was 
confidering all this while with my ſelf, Don 
Alonſo, what Return to make you for the Hap- 
pineſs T have received at your Hands: for a 
generous Temper is uneafie at Favours recei- 
ved, till it can be able to requite them ;, but I 
hope T ſhall not have occafion to be long in your 
Debt :, for I am of Opinion, I ſhall make fuffi- 
cient amends for the Kindneſs you have done 
me, in telling” you, the Lady you ſpeak of, or 
at leaſt one of that ſame Name and Country, 
rs now at Barcelona. She is there, and ſo 
intimate a Friend of mine, that we are ſcarce 

ever aſunder :, all the Difference I can find is, 
that ſhe is not Marry'd, as you ſay, but is 
in a Widow's Habit, and lives with her 
Parents, ” 

Don Alonſo was equally {urpriz'd and over- 
- joy'd at fo unexpected a Piece of News, not 
daring entirely to give Credit to it, as fearing 
it was too great a Bleſling to hope for, nor to 
miſtruſt it, becauſe Donna Stephania was the 
Voucher. To be the ſooner convinced, he 
K 2 "--—.-. . enres 
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_ defired the Company that they would pleaſe to | 
haſten their Journey, to which they all {6 
readily comply'd, that they. were at,Barcelona 
by ten of the Clock the next Morning. A 
Meſlage was immediately ſent from Donna 
Stephania to Liſarda's Þ ather and Mother, 
giving them an Account of her return Home, . 
and defiring they would favour her with their 
Daughter's Company that Day. They re- 
turn'd Thanks for the Honour ſhe did them, 
with a Complement of welcoming her Home, 
and congratulating Don Henry's being reſtor'd 
to his Family, ( for the News of- his being | 
arriv'd at Monſerrate being already ſpread thro' 

the City ) they ſeit Liſarda in a Chair to wait 
. Upon them ; when ſhe came, Don Henry, Don 
Frederick, Stephama and Angela, went out to. 
meet her ; Don Alonſo alone ſtaying behind to 
obſerve whether ſhe was the true Objed of his 
Love. Donna Stephania took her afide, with 
Don Henry, and after telling her that he was 
her Husband and came from Naples, ſaid, He 
bad brought her Letters from a Gentleman, 
whole Name was Don Alonſo, and as he gave 
out, her own. Townſman. Liſarda' being 
{urpriz'd to hear the Name of the. Man ſhe 
lov*'d above all Things in the World, her 

Bluthes betray'd her Modeſty, and Love pre- 
valling above all other Conſiderations, ſhe , 
turn'd to Don Henry, and after the ufual Ci- 
vilities, in Congratulating his Return, faid, 
I beſeech you, Sir, let me have that Packet, 
fer therg can ſcarce be ſo many Letters in'tt, 
85 
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25 I bave ſhed Tears for him that writ them. ' 
Here is the Letter, anſwer'd Don Henry, 
which I bring. you from Naples ; and ſtepping 
to Don Alonſo, brought him out to Liſards, 
who, like one that having been blind for a long 
time, recovers his Sight on a ſudden, can ne- 
ver 'be fatisfie4 with beholding the Light, 
ſtood gazing on Don Alonſo, without Speech, 
cr the leaſt Motion, for fear of depriving her 
| Eyes of that-Bleſling, which for two Years 
had been acquainted with nothing but Tears 
and Objeds of Sorrow. 'The firſt Thing Don 
Alonſo ask'd of. her, was, Whether ſhe was 
Marry'd ; and ſhe, to diſpel his Fears, deliver'd 
og FOB er en 
|. You may believe me, Don Alonſo, when I 
faw you paſs by my Door, which was the laſt time 
IT ſaw you, IT was ſo highly concern'd at the 
very Thoughts of your Abſence, that it was a 
Wonder that I did not call out after you :, nor 
bad it been - ſtrange if” I had done ſo, ſince you 
carry d away ” Heart with you, and I knew 
not how to live without at. My Eyes ſhed 
Tears, my Soul mourn'd, my Bowels earn'd, and 
all my Senſes fail'd me, fearing I ſhould never 
fee you more. It is miſerable to Love without 
Reward ,, a mercileſs Cruelty to one's ſelf to 
reſign one's Soul to a Perſon that treats it like 
an Executioner ;, a fatal Stroke, to deal plainly 
with one that will not underſtand ;, an inſuffe- 
rable Pain, to languiſh under a tedious Abſence, 
( for at the beſt, the leaſt Delay is tedious to 
2 Lover ) and i is ating the Tyrant with your 
SS :- -- 
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Opn Heart, to beſtow Kindneſs where it is requi= 
Ted with Scorn ;, but no Sorrow is like the Part- 
*ng of two Lovers : This, alas ! was my Caſe, 
O, that Ra 4 Day ! when you went away, 

and T, in ſpight of all the Exceſs of my Love, 
was not able to prevail with my ſelf to obſirud 
#r, or detain you ;, for the in Exigences of 
that Nature, all manner g Complements ought to 
be ſet aſide ,, yet the Conſideration that I was 
then another's, ſtopp'd my Mouth ;, the ſeeing 
my ſelf wrong'd, ty'd my , pay and my being © 
 mneag'd to my Fakes. _ beld my Feet. In ſhort, 
you went away, and I remain'd in a Manner 
deat, often wiſhing I had been ſo indeed. But 
alas ! it is too often the greateſt Calamity of 
the Unfortunate, that they are forced to live, 
when it were much happier for them to aye. 
Soon after, he, who was defign'd to be my 
Husband came from Madrid, and made me coſt- 
ly Preſents, which I wiſh'd a thouſand times to 
bave been converted into Mourning. All things 
were provided in a moſt ſplended Manney for 
my unhappy Wedding Night, when after the 
Coremomes of the Oburch had been performed 
* #n the uſual Manner, nothing was wanting but 
ro make an End of Supper, that the ſame 
Bzd wherein you would have been the Bliſs of 
4 Life, might with Don Fulgencio become my 
Grave ;, it happen'd, as Providence was pleaſed 
To order it, that on a ſudden he was ſeized 
with ſo violent a Fever, that, not able any lon- 
ger 10 bear up againſt it, or behave himſelf as 
breame a Laver, be was oblig'd rather to take. 
: _ boars 
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care of his Health, than how to ſatisfy bis De- 
fires. The poor Gentleman went to Bed, boping 
# might only prove a Days Fever, caus'd by 
ſome Debaucheries he had of late been gnil:y 
of, and fo every Body ne the next Days 
Event with Impatience. 1 alone congratulated 
ey ſelf” for his Diftemper for tho' I bore bim 
no Malice, or had any Prejudice againſt his 
Perſon, yet the Conſequence of his continuing 
ahong the Living, could not but be a laſting 
Torment to my Soul. In the Morning the Phi- 
 ficians came, and_tho) they perceiv'd the ill 
Symptoms of bis Pulſe, yet they gave Hopes of 
Life ; but enthe fifth Day his Diſtemper turning 
ento a moſt dangerous Pleureſy, no Art or Me- 
 dicines were of any Efe& againſt it ;, ſo that 
aſs, "rg all his Eflate on me for my Life, 
he ended his own the ninth Day, with ſo muchs 
Concern and Trouble for loſing me, that not- 
withſtanding TI did not love Fim, T could not 
but be mov'd to Compaſſion ;, and were it poſſi- 
ble for him to live, and our Marriage be diſ- 
fold, I would bave given all I was worth to 
preſerve bis Life. His Death was the Occaſion 
7 my wearing of this Habit, being at once @ 
idow and a Maid, tho' IT rather think I have 
worn the Mourning for you than for the dead 
Man. Ever fince that time, the golden Bait 
of. my mighty Foztune has drawn abundance of . . 
Pretenders to me, but they all met with a Re+ 
pulſe, under Pretence it was in Reſpett ta my 
dead Husband but the Truth of it is, I was 
reſirain'd by the Love T bear you +, ever boping 
& 4 hg 
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the Day might come at laſt when I might ſee.you 


once more again, and then it were not fit that 


any thing ſhould obſiruft my being intirely yours. 


The Viceroy that was ſent into this tubs 
happening to be my Father's Friend, becauſe he 
had fery'd him in his Touth, and fupply'd him 
#n ſome of his Wants, ( for great Men ſometimes 


want as well as others ) he reſolv'd to requite 


_ bispaſt Kindneſs by bringing him hither, and 


giving him an Employment that might be both 
Honourable and Admantageous, and ſuch as 
might ſuit boch with his Eſtate and Dignity. 
Ol Men, Don Alonſo, never think they have 
enourh, I can't but ſay ſo, becauſe my Father, 
thy* be bad no need of any Preferment, but to 
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Life, yet reſolv'd to come. away to Barcelona, 
wnd bring his whole Family along with him, 
which I no way oppoſed, flattering my ſelf I 
ſhould be here the nearer to you. And ſince I 
am ſo happy now as to have obtain'd my Wiſh to 


fee again the Perſon T have ſhed ſo many Tears 


for, during theſe two Years laſt paſt ;, ask, and 


Command ever Ju ſhall think fit, and be 
aſſur'd, t love and dote on you with the ſame 


Paſſion as when you went from me; and fo 1 


2 


. once more entirely devote my ſelf to you, but 


with due Reſpet to my Honour and Modeſty, 


which is more valuable to me than all other 


Things this World is able to afford me, 1 
Jpeak this, becauſe in eaſe you are Mar- 
ry'a, or weary of my Love, which will be 
m0 wonder in a Man that has not ſeen bis Mi- 
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firefs in two Years, T will never more ſee, nor 
ſpeak to you as long as T live, tho' I were ſure 
to dye for it. But if on the contrary, you have 
continued in the ſame Station and Paſſion you 
were in when-we parted, and that chaſte Love. 
you then had for me, ſtill lwves im your Heart , I 
here give you my Hand, my Heart, my Soul, my 
Eſtate, and what ſmall Beauty T have, that you 
may diſpoſe of them as abſolute Lord and Maſter. 

All the Company were exceeding delighted 
with Liſarda's pleaſing - Diſcourſe, and Don 
Alonſo gave her his Hand, in Token that he 
receiv'd her for his Wife ; both of them re-_ 
_ quiting one another in this Manner, for their 
reciprocal Conſtancy in Love. Liſarda's Fa- 
ther and Mother happen'd to' come in at this 
time, to wiſh the Company welcome Home, 
and to take her along with .them ; but Donne 
Stephania told them ſhe was Marry'd, and Den 
Alonſo made himſelf known, telling them, 
| after the uſual Ceremonies, that he was the 
happy Man, who afpir'd to be their Son-1n- 
law. The ancient Couple were ſo well 
pleas'd, becauſe he was their own Townſ- 
man, and they had known him from his In- 
fancy, that without ſtanding in 'need-of the 
Mediation of Don Henry, Don Frederick, Ste- 
phania and Angela, who interceeded for him ; 
they freely gave their Conſent, in regard that 
Don Alonſo was a Perfon of ſingular Merit, 
by whom and their Daughter, they hop'd to 
be bleſs'd with a worthy Heir to their Family 
and vaſt Eſtate, They acquainted the Vice- 
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ny with it, who offer'd to give. Liſardz in 
Ma 


rriage, and to prefer Don Alonſo; ſo they 
were Marry'd a Fortnight after, to the great 
Satisfa&ion of all that heard of the fincere Af. 
feQion of the two happy Lovers. Thus theſe 


 amorous Couples were reſtor'd to one another, 
_ after two Years Abſence and Sorrow ; Don 


Henry to the Enjoyment of his Houſe, his Son, 
his Wife, and the Honour beſtow'd on him 
by the King, and Don Alonſo to his beloved 
Liſarda; Don Frederick being no leſs happy 
in his ingenious Donne Angela. BY 


Thus after all th Attacks of Fatt, 
Which do ſo oft moleſt the Great , 

Tf they to virt'ous Love do tend, 
In Happineſs their Toils does end, 


Tueſday. 
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” N the Year 1619. King Phillip the Id. 
of Spain, being at Lishbon in Portugal, 
which was then under his Dominion ;, 
was attended among others, by one 
m__— Den Gaſpar, a Gentleman of his Bed- 
Chamber, a noble Perſon, of a vaſt Eſtate, and 
moſt excellent Qualifications. But Youth ge- 
nerally is inclin'd to Love Intrigues, and 
Men at thoſe Years, for the moſt part, make 
them their chief Buſineſs, eſpecially in ſtrange 
Countries, where they have always the Cu- 
riofity to diſcover, whether the Ladies are 
more taking than in their own, and therefore 
are apt to place their Aﬀe@ions on ſome or 
other, to ſatisfy themſelves in this Point. 
Don Gaſpar, juſt as ſhe had gone for no other 
| Purpoſe, witliin a very few Days after his 
coming to Lishon, made Choice of a Mitſtrefs, 
who, tho? not of the beſt Quality, yet was 
the beſt qualify'd he could meet with for his 
Diverſion. This was the Youngeſt of four 
Siſters, who with the greateſt . Privacy that 
could be ( the Portugueſe Women being ex- 
treamly cautious of their Reputation ) w_ 
"wa | | 6 
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ted themſelves to' their Pleaſure, and at the | 
ſame time got their Support by it ; for it is at 
leaſt very commendable, even 1n People that 
are not really Virtuous, to be privatean what | 
they do, not like other Nations, where both 
Sexes ſeem to glory, and take a Pride in their 
Vices ; for It 1s very obſervable, that as ſoon, 
as ever a Woman 1s guilty but of one Error, 
of that kind, every Body knows1t ; for even. 
many that are innocent do not go unſlander'd. | 
Theſe. four Siſters 'we ſpeak of, had their 
Apartments in a very gneat Houſe , the 
| elit Parts whereof were 1f\habited by People 
of good Faſhion, and they'themſelves lived i in 
very good Reputation, that for fear of lo- 
fing it, Don Gaſpar was never admitted” to 
make his Viſits to them by Day, but hat'® Key 
to a little back Door to come in at by Night. 
Thus he waited till all rhe People were,a 
Bed, and the. Doors ſhut tp, which ſtood 
open all Day, for the Gonveniency of the 
Lodgers to go in and out at either of them, _ 
and then he open'd the {aid : Door with his” 
- Key, and went up to his Miſtreſs, without 
being ever taken Notice Wby the other Lodg- 
ers. - Don Gaſpar had thus diverted himſelf 
about a Fortnight, not that he'was in Love, 
but to pleaſe his Fancy with the Beauty of 
His "ent Lady. One Night, having 
been at Play, he happen'd to go later than 
ordinary, when there befel him. a very ſurpri- 
zing Accident, which {cem'd to be a Prefage 
vi what he was afterwards to mect Th in 


the 


__ - 
the ſame City ; it' happen'd thus, Having dif- 
miſt a Servant that attended hun, and whom 

alone of all his Family he truſted with his 
youthful -Intrigues ; he open'd the Door, and& 
whilſt he was locking it again on the inſide, 
| he fanc'yd he heard ſome diſmal Groans in a 
Cellar that was within, and. ſtood always 
open, as being common to all the Houſe. 
Whether any.Body really complain'd in ſome 
other Part, and he fancrd it to be in the Cel- 
lar, or whether it was only the Strength. of 
Imagination that wrought this Effe& in him, 
is hard to be determin'd, but certain 1t 1s, 1t 
much ſurpriz'd him at firft, till - being fome- 
what recover'd out of that firſt Amazement, 
he concluded it might be ſome poor Body, 
who wanting a better Lodging, was got 1n” 
there, and was bemoaning himſelf for ſome 
Pain or - Indiſpofition. He made the Door 
aſt, and going up with a Reſolution to fatis- 
fy his Curioſity, before he ſpoke a Word in 
relation to his Love, he'took up a Candle and 
returned to the Cellar, and going down boldly, 
as becomes a Man of” Courage and Reſolution, 
he perceiv'd the Place was not very Spacious, 
for as ſoon as he was down the Steps, he could 
plainly ſee there was nothing but bare Walls, 
He was amaz'd to find it quite empty, and ng 
Perſon in it to make thole diſmal Groans he 
fancy'd he had heard, which made him ſearch 
about in every Corner ; all he was able to diſ- 
cover upon the--niceſt ſearching of every 
Hole, was ſome ſoft Mould on one Side, 
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that look'd as if it had been lately dug up, and 


fpying a great Hook hanging on the Roof of 


the Cellar, whereon doubtleſs they uſed to 
hang Meat to keep cool, he took it down, and 
with it fell a ſcratching up the Earth, to ſee 
x any thing was under 1t ; he had not taken _ 
much Pains, by reaſon the Earth was ſo ſoft _ 


and light, before he perceived that one End 


of the Hook had taken hold of ſomething, ſo 
that it could not be eafily removed, but put- 
ting all his Strength to it, - and pulling up- 
wards, he ſaw a Man's Face appear, the Hook 
having taken hold underneath the Chin ; no 
queſtion but Don Gafpar, at fo ſurprizing an 
Accident, was fain toſummon up all his Cou- 
rage, to overcome. the ſudden Conſternation , 


[| 


| but at the ſame time he let go his hold, and 


the Face ſunk down again, then throwing the 
Earth over it with his Feet, he went up again, 
telling the Ladies, who impatiently expe&ed 
His Return, what he had ſeen in the Cellar ; 
this put them into ſuch a Fright, that tho* 
Don Gaſpar would have, been gone immedi- 


ately, he durſt not leave them alone in that 


Confuſion : However they could never pre- 


vail with him to go to Bed, as he uſed to do 


at other times ;, not for fear of the dead Man, 
but out of a check of Conſcience, believing it 
too great a Preſumption to indulge himſelf in 


Sin, when that Man's Misfortune ſeem'd to 


be a forewarning to him to look to himſelf, In 
ſhort, they ſpent the whole Night diſcourſing 
together, arguing and debating about = -: 

dead 
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dead Body ;, and the Ladies moſt earneſtly ins 
treated him to find out ſome Expedient or 
other to have 1t removed. i os 
| Don Gaſpar being a Perſon of a generons . 
Diſpoſition, and highly concern'd leſt thoſe 
Women might be call'd to an Account, or 
brought into Trouble on Account of the dead 
Body, if it ſhou}d happen to be found ; the 
Morning before he went away, ( which was 
as ſoon as the Dawn of Day appear'd ) promi- 
{:d he would fo order the Matter, that it 
ſhould be taken away at Night, and bury'd in 
ſome hallow'd Ground. He went to the next 
Monaſtery, and diſcover'd the whole Afﬀair 
to the Superior, under the ſecret of Confeſſion, 
which the Religious Man eaſily believ?d, be- 
cauſe he knew him to be a Man of Honour, 
and great Quality. So at Night two Religi- 
ous Men went along with Don Gaſpar, and 
the Eldeſt Siſter ( who had a mind to ſee the 
| dead Man) with a lighted Candle into the 
Cellar, there they dug, and ſoon diſcover'd 
the Body, which being taken out, app=2.'d 
to be a Youth ſcarce four and twenty Years of 
Age, clad -in black Velvet, for nothing was 
wanting of his Cloaths, not fo much as his 
Hat, - Sword, or Dagger ; in one Pocket a 
Handkerchief, Prayer-Books and Beads, and 
| in the other ſomg Papers, which did not dif- 
| Cover any thing of his Aﬀairs or Quality, be- 
| Inga Womans Hand, and containing nothing | 

but Intrigues; there was no Wound to bg 
(en about hun, and he ſeem'd to be but 
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newly dead. They were. much amaz'd; "but 


' put him into a Sack, Don Gaſpar's Man had 
provided for that Purpoſe, and the Lady be- 
ing gone-uP again, they laid it on. a Lay-Bro- 


ther's Back, and carry'd it | to the Monaſtery, 


Don Gaſpar and his truſty Servant attending 
them. Here they bury'd him-in a Grave they 
had provided on purpoſe, Don Gaſpar preſent- 


ing the Religious Men with ſome Piſtoles for | 


their Pains and Care, and to pray for the dead 


Man's Soul. This Accident made Don Gaſ- 


par deſiſt from purſuing his Amourous Plex- | 


| ſures any ' more in that Place, not that he 


thought the Siſters any way guilty of that | 


Fa&, but becauſe he took it for a warning 
from Heaven to ſhun ſuch a Houſe of Danger, 
and therefore he never went again to ſee the 


Siſters, tho* they courted him extreamly to iſ 


it, offering to remove from that Houſe ; but 


the Remembrance of ſo fatal an Accident, Þ 
made him for ſome time check his youthful IM 
Inclinations, fo as to avoid al Amorous In- 
 trigues, which are ſo full of Danger, eſpecial- 
ly among Wemen who live by Vice, and make I 
Pleaſure their Harveſt. But in Concluſion, 
| Youth 1s like an unruly and unbridled Horſe, | 
and as ſuch, Don Gaſpar ſoon forgot his virtu- i 
ous Reſolutions, and again run the Hazard of W 
being loſt ; for in my Opinion, Love 1s the Bll 


readieſt Way to DeſtruRion. 


91 Intrigue, Don Gaſpar law two moſt oy 
a & P al 


| Being one Day in a Church, rather out of 
a Motive for Devotion than any Thought of Wt - 
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ful Ladies, of the beſt Quality in that City, 
coming in to Prayers.. 'They were both ſo 
very charming and young, that he could not 
think there was- above a Years Difference in 
their Age ; but tho* both of them had Per- 
fetions enough to make them belov'd, yet be- 
cauſe Love will not allow of Company, or to 
be divided, our Gentleman pitch'd upon her 
| he thought the handſomeſt and youngeſt, and 
his Choice proved not amiſs, for the other 
Lady happen'd to be a marry'd Woman ; and 
whil they were at their Devotion, he was 
involved in amorous Raptures, and plunging 
himſelf deeper and deeper into the Snares of 
Love ; Prayers being ended, and percelving 
they were golng away, he ſtood at the 
Church Door, but durſt not ſpeak to them, 
becauſe he ſaw them ſurrounded with Servants, 
and there was a Portugueſe Gentleman in a 
Coach that came to take them up, being 
a young, gay and handſome Perſon, who by 
his Aſpe& ſeem'd to be one' of thoſe that 
would not be jeſted withal in Matters of this 
Nature. One of the Ladies ſeated herſelf 
next the Gentleman, and ſhe Don Gaſpar had 
W pitch'd upon at the other End, which was no 
W {mall Satisfaction to him, as concluding ſhe 
W was not marry'd ; being eager to know who 
8 they were, he ſtop'd one of the Pages and 
W <nquir'd of hin, who theſe Ladies were ; 
who anſwer'd, That the Gentleman was Don 
== Dennis de Portugal, the Lady that fate by 
= im, Donna Magdalena his Wife, that they 
: F were 
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were lately marry'd ; and the other that fate 
oppoſite to them, was Donna Florentina, Siſter 
to Donna Madalena; fo the Page went his 
way, and Don Gaſpar, well pleas'd that they 
were Perſons of ſuch Worth, refolv'd to love 
and court Donna Florentina, and endeavour 
to make her his Wife ; ſo violent 1s the Force 
of Love when it wounds 1n good earneſt : 
Don Gaſpar order'd his truſty Servant to fol- 
low the Coach, and obſerve where the two 
beavtiful Ladies lived; whilſt the Servant 
went to perform his Commands, Don Gaſpar 
was reflecting upon this ſudden Accident, and 
the Methods he ſhould take to gratify. his 
| Love; one while he thought himfelf unwor-_ 
thy of fuch a Happineſs, and the next Mo- 
ment concluded, that conſidering his Quality, 
and how much he was in the King's Favour, 
he needed but to ask her in Marriage, and ſhe 


would be granted him without much ReluQan- | 


cy ; this Notion being more pleaſing to him 
than the other, he gave way to his Inclinati- 
ons, and puſh'd on by his deceitful Hopes, was 
plung'd deeper into his amorous Thoughts, 
his Thoughts were altogether taken up with 
theſe Refletions; when his Confident came 
and gave him an Account where his admired 
Lady liv'd. From that Moment he began to 
ſpend the greateſt part of his time in queſt at- 
ter his Miſtreſs, and to range about the Streets 
to no Purpoſe ; for tho' he walked thro? the 


Street where ſhe liv'd, Day by Day, and at I 


all Hours, the Houle was kept fo cloſe, that 
be 


- 
or Rr 
he could never ſee either of the Ladies, nor 
ſo much as any of their Maids, tho' they had 
a very numerous Family ; for the Houſe was 
| tike an enchanted _Cafſtle, within the Grates 
of the Windows there were thick Lettices, 
' the Doors had all ſtrong Locks and Bolts, 
and as ſoon as Night cloſed all was made faſt, 
and every Body at Home ; fo that they were 
never to be ſeen, but when they went to 
_ Church, and even then moſt commonly Don 
Dennis attended them ;, and thus all Den Gaſ- 
par's Projeas were made 1n vain ; all he could 
do was to dart his amorous Glances at her b 
his Eyes, in the Church, but either ſhe did 
not obſerve them, or valued them not. All 
this while he left nothing unattempted to 
corrupt ſome Servant or other of the Houle, 
that might forward his Deſign for Money, but 
being a Spaniard, he found them all averſe 
to him, for they hate Spaniards, and are not 
_ to be reclaim'd from their Hatred, by any Ob- 
ligations or Favours. But all theſe Obſtacles 
lerv'd only to inflame Don Gaſpar's Paſſion, 
eſpecially whenfoever he happen'd to ize Flo- 
zentina, when her Eyes ſeen'd to afford freſh 
Fuel to his Flame, and blow up the Fire of 
Love. Theſe Thoughts made him melanchol- 
Iy, not knowing what Courſe to take, or 
whom to employ to her Brother-in-law, 
dreading Jeſt that natural Antipathy that 1s 
between theſe two Nations, would obſtru& 
his Deſigns. Florentina did not regard Don 
Gaſpar, tho*, as we told you before, he was 
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a Perſon of Merit ; for notwithſtanding that, 
tho' the mught obſerve his Aſſiduity at Church, 
perhaps ſhe thought that a Debt due to her 
Beauty, and Payment of Debts delerves no 
Thanks. Dyn Gaſpar went on in this Manner 
" above two Months, without any other En- 
couragement than what has been mention'd 
before, for if the Lady knew not-her Gal- _ 
lint's Diſtemper, how could ſhe apply the 
Remedy > But tho* ſhe had known it, *tis 
Itkely ſhe would have taken no Care of him, 
becauſe he came too late. 2 
One Morning, not long before the Dawn of 
the Day, Don Gaſpar and his Man, were 
coming froma Gaming-Houle ( for tho* hehad 
a Coach and Family, yet he rather choſe to 
_ walk on Foot to divert his amorous Paſſion ) 
and paſling thro* the Street where Florentine 
111d, at the End of the Street where her 
Houſe ſtood, by the Light of the Moon, which 
was then very bright, he diſcover'd a Woman 
lying on the Ground, who by her rich Cloaths | 
appear'd to be of Quality ; ſhe groan'd and 
| bemoan'd herfelf with a weak Voice, as if ſhe 
had been juſt departing this Life. This was a 
greater Surprize to Don Gaſpar than the Ad- 
venture of the Cellar, not ſo much out of 
| Fear as out of Pity and Compaſtion ; and 
therefore coming clole to enquire what was 
the Matter, found her wallowing in her own 
Blood, which ran about the Ground ; and 
her Pale, tho*' ſtill Beautiful Countenance, 

thow'd ſhe was not very remate from Death. 


Don 
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Don Gaſpar took her by her fair Hands, which 
were as fair and white as Alabaſter, and fſhak- 

Ing her a little, ſaid, What ails you, Madam 2 
' Or, rather who has been ſo barbarous as to put 

you into this doleful Condition 2 With this the 
Lady look'd up, and finding by his Tongue thar 
he was a Spantard, with a faint Voice an{wer'd, 
Alas! Sir, I beſeech you, for the Love of God, 
as you are a Gentleman and a Spaniard, ts 
carry me to ſome Place where I may confeſs mv 
Sins, before I dye for tho I loſe my Life in 
the Prime of my Youth, yet I dread the Loſs of 
my Soul, which is in moſt eminent Danger. 
This ſaid, the fainted away again, which Dox 
Gaſpar perceiving, and that the poor Lady 
had all the Symptoms of Death upon her, 
he lifted' her up, and his Man taking 
her in his Arms, they went away as faſt as 
they could to his Lodging, which was not 
far off, Here, with the Help of his other 
Servants, and an old Houſe-keeper he had, 
ſhe was laid on a Bed, and a Prieſt and Sur- 
geon ſent for; Don Gaſpar having left her 
ſome time with the Woman, return'd and 
found her come to herſelf, and ſhe ſtill beg- 
ging for a Prieſt to hear her Confeſlion, the 
old Houſe-keeper faid to her, Be of goo 
beart, for you ſhall have Care taken both for 
Soul and Body. No ſooner did Don Gaſpar 
come cloſe, and began, by the Light of the 
Candles, ſeriouſly to view that almoit departed 
Countenance, but he remain'd immoveable, 
like thoſe who ſee ſome Fantom, or Speare, 
a} without 
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without moving his Eyes, or being able to ut- 
ter one Word, for he ſaw no leſs than his 
-ador'd and beautiful Florentina in his own 
Honfe ; but ſcarce believing his own Eyes, he 
would often look and look again, to' be fully 
ſatisn'd whether he was not deceived, till per- 
ceiving he could not be miſtaken, he gave 
way to his Afſtoniſhment, not knowing what 
to think of fo an unaccountable an Adventure, 
or how to 1magine the Cauſe of his finding {0 
modeſt and ſo referv'd a Lady in ſuch a Place, 
_ and in ſuch a Condition. However, being ſen- 
ible 1t was then no ſeaſenable time to en- 
quire or ner what he fo earneſtly deſired to 
know, ( becauſe the wounded Lady fainted 
at every turn ) he thought it his beſt way to 
delay asking any Queſtions, or declaring 
who ſhe was, ti!l another time, leſt his 
Scrvants ihould take any Notice of their Con-. 
verſation, By this time one of his Servants 
came with two Religious Men, and another 
brought a Surgeon, fo that all withdrew, that 
ine might not be interrupted whilſt ſhe was 
Endzavouring to provide for her Soul, but ſhe 
be1Ng exceeding weak with the Loſs of Blood, 
ihe could not make her Confeſſion, but only 
in general Terms, upon which the Confellor 
&}ipcs'd her the beſt he could under her pre- 
lent Circumſtances, and then ſhe was put in- 
to the Hands of the Surgeon ; he found her 
itabo'd between the two Paps, which Wound, 
tho* not very deep (the Weapon having been 
fopy'd by the Whalcbons of the Stays) was 
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yet dangerous ; ſhe had beſides this, another 
Wound. under the Throat, and two on the 
Back, which look'd asif ſhe had been held by 

the Arm, by him that gave her them ; but 
the main Cauſe of her Faintneſs was the Lofs 
of Blood, it being ſome conſiderable time fince 
the had been thus wounded ; whilſt the Surge- 
on did his Duty ſhe fainted away, as if ſhe had 
been paſt all Recovery, but being recovered 
after, Jo Dreſling was-over ;, Don Gaſpar con- 
tented-the Surgeon, ordering him to be there 
again in the Morning, telling him in what 
Manner and Poſture he had found the Lady, 
and charging him not to diſcover the Matter, 
till they ſaw whether ſhe was likely to hve 

or dye ; which, he being a Spamard of thoſe 
that follow'd the King, punQually per- 
form'd. 

When the Surgeon and Religious Men were 
oone, the Servants went .to Bed, and Don 
Gaſpar had a Pallet - Bed made for him- 
ſelf, in_the lame Room where Florentina lay, 
being provided with Cordials, and all other 
Neceſſries to comfort her, 1n caſe ſhe eu ba 
take any Suſtenance. The Room being clear'd 
he fate down upon her Bed-{ide, with a Light 
by him, fixing his Eyes upon her almoſt ex- 
piring Beauty, with all the Tranſports that 
Love and Compaſſion are wont to produce : 
pometimes he took up her Hands, which lay 
motionleſs on the Bed, feeling her Pulſe, to 
ſce whether ſhe had any (ign of Life left in 
her, bemoaning his hard F Fur that he could 
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not meet with her before ſhe was in the very 
Jaws of Death ; ſtill reiterating his Tryals, 
whether ſhe had any Life left in her. 'Thus 
he paſs'd his 'Time in a doleful Manner till 
Six in the Morning, when the Lady began 
to give ſome Signs of Spirit and Vivacity, for 
the Blood being ftanch'd, and her Wounds 
dreſs'd, ſhe by Degrees began to recover fome- 
thing of Vigor : By this time the Surgeon, 
the Religious Men and Servants were all come 
about her again, and ſhe opening her Eyes, was 
ſurpriz'd to fee her ſelf in that Place, and 
amongſt ſo much Company ; till recolle&ing 
her ſelf, and calling to mind, that a Gentle- 
man had taken her up, with ſome other Paſ- 
{ages that happen'd, ſhe with a weak Voice, 
delired they would give her ſomething to ſup- 
port her fainting Spirits ; they gave her ſome 
{mall Biskets dip'd in rich Wine, which when 
the had taken, ſhe ask'd, which was the Gen- 
rleman t9 whom ſhe was obliged, for taking 
Care that ſhe ſhould not die like a Heathen, 
or an Infidel, and then return'd him 'Thanks 
in the beſt Manner ſhe was able, under her 
preſent Circumſtances. They would then 
have withdrawn, that ſhe might take ſome 
Reſt, and prepare for Confeſſion, but ſhe find- 
ing her ſelf now pretty well in Heart, ſaid ſhe 
would confeſs L gar Tt 1 for fear of what 


might happen, but before {he did fo, - looking 
on Don Gaſpar, ſhe ſaid to him, Sir, for tho? 
I would call you by your Name yet I know it 
not, and yet belicve I have ſeen you befare : 
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Do you think you can go again to the ſame 
Place where' you found me 2 If you can, en- 
quire in that ſame Street for Don Dennis de 
PortugaPs Houſe, which is very well known 
there ;, and ſecure all in it, both Goods and 
People, for you will find the Door only upon 
the Latch , but to the End you may not be 
charg*d with the Diſaſters you will ſee there, 
and fo come into. Danger for doing Good, take 
Jome Magiftrate along with you ; for it is now 
impoſſible to conceal the Miſchief that has hap- 
 pewd in that wretched Houſe through my Fault, 

nor can it be kept ſo cloſe, but that it will be 
known where I am, that I may receive a greater 
_ Puniſhment than T have received already, if IT 
deſerve it. Madam, anſwer'd Don Gaſpar, 

( telling ber his Name ) I know your Houſe ve- 
ry well, and T know you alſo, gnd you are in 
the right in ſaying you have ſeen me before, 
tho* you never taok Notice of me, I have often 
ga%'d and taken Notice of you but you are 
not now in a Condition to know where or to 
what Intent, nor is it convenient, if you are 
the Cauſe of the Diſaſters, you ſay, there are 
m your Houſe, that you ſhould fall into the 
Hands of Fuſtice. It cannot be avoided, an- 
iwer'd Florentina ;, Do as I defire you, noble 
Don Gaſpar, for 1 fear nothing more now vhan 
what bas befallen me beſides, that your In- 
Tereſt is fufficient to prevail that I may be cour- 
#eoufly treated, Don Gaſpar perceiving this to 
be her final Reſolution, comply'd, and went 
away 1n his Coach to Court, where he gave 

E: | all 


TY 


an Account of all that had bappen'd to him 
with the Lady, (without mentioning that 
he knew or lov d her ) to.a Kinſman of his, 
. -who'was alſo of bis Ma jeſty's Bed-Chamber, 

_ defiring he would go whkh hin to give Infor- 
mation thereof to the Governour, leſt he 
ſhould be ſuſpeRed. of having 'been concern'd 
in the Itcbded Murther of Florentine, 'ox the 
Diſaſters ſhe ſpoke of in heri Horiſe. - Don Gaſ- 
| par and Don Michael, went. together to- the 
Governour, whom they acquainted with eve- 
ry Thing they. knew of the Matter, haw he 
Had found the Lady, and what ſhe ſaid: of her 
Houſe. He being well acquainted 'with Don 


> Dennis, and underſtanding very well what 


thoſe Gentlemen ſaid, went immediately into 
their Coach, much amaz'd at what they told 
_ him, with abundance of Officers at his Heels, 
and fo' away they drove. to Don Deunis's 
Houſe ; being come thither, they lifted up 
the Larch, as Florentina had direded, and go- 
ing in all together, at a Chamber Door which 
was at the Foot of the Stairs, found two \Þa- 
ges run through; then going up Stairs. faw a 
white Woman Slave, Juſt at the Entrance n- 
to a Gallery, in the fame Poſture as the Pages, | 
and a Maid ſitting. in a Chair in the ſame Gal- 
lery, run through to the very Back ; .by. her 
lay a large Wax-Candle, as if it had dropt out 
of her Hand; a little farther, juſt at, the En- 
tery of an Anti-chamber, lay Don Dennis, run 
thro' with his own Sword; which ſtuck out 
oi his Back, and he flat -upon his Face oe 
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his Breaſt on the Hilt, plainly ſhowing thar 
he had fallen upon his own Sword ; in ano- 
ther Chamber, leading out of the ſame Galle- 
ry, next theKitchin, lay three Women Slaves, 
the one White, the other two Blacks, the 
White in the midſt of the Floor in her Smock, 
the Blacks 1n their Bed, all of them ſtabb'q ; 
farther 1n at another Door, half within and 
half without 1t, Jay a Youth of abont twenty 
Years of Age, and very handſome, kill'd Lke 
the reſt, he had nothing but a Cloak over his 
Shirt, and a pair of Slippers on ; in the RBed- 
Chamber lay Donna Madalena 1urder'd in 
her Bed ; and in another back Room more 
| of the Maids ſlaughter'd. In ſhort, there was 
no living Creature in. the Houſe: Al the 
SpeRators look'd upon one another, fo full of 
Aſtoniſhment, that they knew not what to 
fay ; but eaſily concluded that Don Dennis 
8 had committed all thoſe Murders, and at ila{t 

| turn'd his Rage on himfelf. 'There being 
8 none but Florenting left alive to give an Ac- 
count of that diſmal Tragedy ; but the Go- 
vernour being .inforn'd by Don Gaſpar of the 
Danger her Life was in, and that it was no 
time,to examine her, till they ſaw whether ſhe 
would recover or not ; they ſuſpended the 
Examination, and gave -Orders for burying 
the Dead, with great Grief of all that heard 
this diſmal Story, particularly on Account of 
Donna Madalena, who was more pitied than 
all the reſt, ſhe being a Perſon of ſingular 
Virtue, and extraordinary Beauty, Having 
| _ Te - thus 
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an Account of all that had : happen'd to him 


with the Lady, (without mentioning that 
he knew or lov'd her ) to,a Kinſman .of his, 


who was alſo of bis Majeſty's Bed-Chamber, 
deſiring he would go with him to give Infor- 


mation thereof to the Governour, leſt he 
ſhould be ſuſpected. of having been concern'd 


In the Hakan" Murther of Hlorenting, 'or the 
' Diſaſters ſhe ſpoke of in her Hotiſe. - Don Ga: 
par and Don Michael, went. together 'to- the 
 Governour, whom they acquainted with eve- 


ry Thing they. knew of the Matter, how he 
Had found the Lady, and what ſhe ſaid: of her 
Houſe. He being well acquainted with Day 


| Dennis, and underſtanding very well what 


thoſe Gentlemen ſaid, went immediately into 
their Coach, much amaz'd .at what they told 
him, with abundance of Officers at his Heels, 
and fo. away they drove. to Don Devnic's 
Houſe ; being come thither, they lifted up 


the Larch, as Florentina had direded, and go- 


ing in all together, at a Chamber Door which 
was at the Foot of the Stairs, found two \Pa- 
ges run through; then going up Stairs. faw a 
white Woman Slave, juſt at the Entrance n- 
to a Gallery, in the ſame Poſture as the:Pages, | 
and a Maid ſitting. in a Chair in the ſame Gal- 


_ lery, run through to the very Back ; by. her 


lay a large Wax-Candle, as if it had dropt out 
ot her Hand ; a little further, juſt at, the En- 
tery of an Anti-chamber, lay Don Dennis, run 
thro' with his own. Sword, which ſtuck out 
oi his Back, and he flat upon his Face ou 
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his Breaſt on the Hilt, plainly ſhowing thar 
he had fallen upon his own ' Sword ; in ano- 
ther Chamber, leading out of the ſame Galle- 
ry, next theKitchin, lay three Women Slaves, 
the one White, the other two Blacks, the 
White in the midſt of the Floor in her Smock, 
the Blacks in their Bed, all of them ſtabb'd ; 
farther in at another Door, half within and 
half without 1t, Jay a Youth of about twenty 
Years of Age, and very handſome, killd like 
the reſt, he had nothing but a Cloak over his 
Shirt, and a pair of Slippers on ; in the Bed- 
Chamber lay Donna Madalena wmurder'd in 
| her Bed ; and in another back Room more 
| of the Maids ſlaughter'd. In ſhort, there was 
no living Creature in. the Houſe: All the 
SpeRtators look'd upon one another, fo full of 
| Aſtoniſhment, that they knew not what to 
lay; but eaſily concluded that Don Dennis 
had committed all thoſe Murders, and at aſt 
turn'd his Rage on himfelf. "There being 
none but Florentina left alive to give an Ac- 
count of that diſmal Tragedy ; but the Go- 
vernour being nforn'd by Don Gaſpar of the 
Danger her Life was in, and that it was no 
time,to examine her, till they ſaw -whether.ſhe 
would recover or not ; they {ſuſpended the 
Examination, and gave -Orders for burying 
the Dead, with great Grief of all that heard 
this diſmal Story, particularly on Account of 
Donna Madalena, who was more pitied than 
all the reſt, ſhe being a Perſon of ſingular 
Virtue, and extraordinary Beauty, Having 
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thus diſpos'd of the dead Bodies, and ſecur' 
the Goods, they went all together to Don Guſ- 
par's Lodging, where they found Florenting 


reſting, for after Confeſling and taking ſome 


ſmall Suſtenance, ſhe was fallen aſleep ; 
whereupon the Governour left her to the Dif- 
poſal of Don Gaſpar, he and his Kinſman en- 
gaging for her forth coming. Above a Fort- 
night paſt before Florentina was in a Conditi- 
to give any fatisfatory Account of what had 
happen'd, being ſo weak by her Wounds and 
Loſs of Blood, that her Life was often dif- 
paired of. At laſt, according to the Advice of 
Don Gaſpar and Don Michael, ſhe declared to 
the Governour, that Don Dennis had made 


_ all the Slaughter, being jealous of his Wite 


and that Servant that lay dead at her Bed- 
Chamber Door, tho* without any juſt Caule, 


and that he had alſo wounded, but not quite 


kilPd her, becauſe the Maid that lay dead in 
the Gallery had interpos'd betwixt them, to 
that ſhe had time to make her eſcape whilſt he 


 murder'd that Maid; that ſhe run out into 


the Street, pulling the Door after her, but 
the Loſs of Blood caus'd her to fall where 
Don Gaſpar found her ; that as for Don Den- 
2s, ſhe could not politively tell whether he 


| Had kill'd himſelf or not ; but that ſince they 


had found him in that Poſture they ſaid, there 


was no doubt but Rage had prevail'd on him 


fo far as to lay violent Hands on himſelf. This 


Confeſſion ſhe made to prevent bringing her 
{elf into Danger, {0 that there was no further 


Enquiry 
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Enquiry made into the Matter, but on the 
contrary ſhe was difcharg'd, and put into 
Poſſeſſion of all that belong'd to her Siſter, by 
way of Inheritance, and of Don Dennis's Eſtate, 
in Conſideration of the Wounds ſhe receiv'd. 
Florentina thus ſeeing her ſelf deliver'd and 
enrich*d at the ſame time, recover'd a pace, 
and could willingly have beſtowed her ſelf - 
upon Don Gaſpar, in return for the Favours 
receiv'd at his Hands ; but tho' he lov'd her 
entirely, yet was he reſolv'd before he let her 
| know ſo much, to be fatisf'd as to that Point, 
viz. What ſhare ſhe had in all thoſe Diſaſters 
which had happen'd at her Houſe ; wiſely 
conſidering with himſelf, that if ſhe was any 
way tainted, ſhe was not qualify'd to be his 
Wife, and yet too conſiderable for a Miſtreſs. 
To clear al theſe Doubts before the King's 
Departure, which was -near at hand, and he 
obliged to attend him, he intreated Florentina 
to give him a juſt Account of the Cauſe of 
all thoſe Calamities, and ſhe after ſo man 
Courtefies receiv'd, being not able to reful> 
his Requeſt related it to him, in the Preſence 
of his Kinſman Don Michael, as follows; 

< I was born 1n this City, (would to God I 
© had never come into the World ) my Pa- 
* rents were Wealthy, and of Quality, and I 
* the Cauſe of Misfortunes from the very firſt 
y © time of my Nativity, &or my Mother dy'd 

*1n Childbed of me, toHy Father's unſpeak- 
| © able Grief, who had enjoy'd her Beauty but 
| {only the Nine Months 1 was in her Worm | 
« But 
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© But his Sorrow wearine of, as it moſt 'com- 


< monly does with Men ; before I was full 


© two Years of Age, he marry*d a Rich and 


© Peautifnl Widow, who had allo a Daughter 
« of four Years of Age, left by her former 
< Husband, and this was the on Bris Don- 
* na Madalena, my Father and her Mothet 
© being thus Marry'd, we were bred up toge- 
* ther from our Infancy, and grew fo fond of 
© one another, and were both ſo much belovd 
* by our Parents, that every Body thought 
< we had been own Siſters ; for my Father to 
« pleaſe his Wife, was as kind to Donna Maada- 


© lena, as if ſhe had been his own Daughter ; 


* and his Wife to oblige him, was kinder to 


© me than to her own Child. In ſhort, unleſs it 


* were our familiar Friends and Acquaintance, 
© every Body took us for own Siſters, and we 
© our elves believ'd it, till Death diſcover'd the 
* Secret; for my Father, who dy'd firſt, coming 


© to make his Will, he there diſcover'd I was not 
© Daughter to her I honour'd as my Mother, 


* nor Siſter to her I lov'd as ſuch ; and it was 


© my Misfortune to be the Cauſe of cutting 


* off this Friendſhip ; my Father dying recom- 
* mended me very earneſtly to his Wife, who 


* had not much time to make me ſenſible 


* of her Love to my Father, for ſhe griev'd fo 
* bitterly for his Los, that ſhe follow'd him 
* within four Monepafier, leaving Donna 
* Madalzna and me eYVpos'd to the World, but 
* well provided with Fortunes, which, toge- 
* ther with what Beauty Nature had beſtow'd 
| | 6 ON 
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« on ts, aſſur'd us of confiderable Huſbands, 
« for Youth never wants Charms. Our Mo- 
« ther, for I reckon'd her as fach, left us under 
« the Tuition of ar etder Brother of hers, who 
« took us Home fo his Houſe, and kept us as if 
< we had been his own Children, treating us 
© alike 11 all RefpeQs, for we lov'd one ano- 
© ther ſo entirely, that he made the more of 
© me to pleafe his Neice ; which in Effet he 
© had all the Reaſon in the World te do, he 
© having not much of his own, and our For- 
« tunes making him very eafte. When our Pa- 
© rents dy'd, Don Dennis de Portugal, a Gen- 
« tleman of the beſt Quality, and moſt Wealtls 
<1n this City, was very much in Love with 
« Donna Madalena, deſigning to make her his 
© Wife, but had put off aſking her of her Un- 
«cle, till he courted and gain'd her Aﬀed&ion. 
« Nor was ſhe inſenfſible of the Advantage of 

© ſo great a Match, and therefore admitted 
_ * of his Addrefles with all poſſible Regard to 
© her Modeſty and Reputation. At lengths 
«© Love fo far prevail'd, that Donna Madalene 
© reſolv*'d to marry without her Uncle's Con- 
_ *feht, beins fſatisfy'd he was unwilling to dif-. 
© poſe of her, for fear of loſing the Manage- 

« gent of her Eſtate, which, as 1told you, was 
« tis main Support, and therefore he would 

* have been better pleas'd to have made Nuns 
* of us, and often propos'd it ; but perceiving 

* we had no Inclination to that Courſe of Lite, 

* etther through the vain Conceit we had of 

* our Beauty, or becauſe we were born to be 
| * unfortunate, 
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© unfortunate, he did not preſs us to it, yet des 
< lay'd Marrying of us, for Intereſt will bear 
< the Sway above all other Confiderations : 
< Donna Madalena perceiving his Deſign, and 
© being fully reſolved to has Don Dennis her 
* Huſband, gave way to her Inclination, cor- 
© reſponded with him by Letter, and often 
< talked with him at a low grated Window, 
© I ug'd to be with her ſome Nights, would to 
© God I haddy'd before I did it ;, at firſt 1 was 

© well pleas'd to fee Donna Madalena ſo well 
| © beſtow'd on a Perſon of Don Dennis's Worth ; 
© ſoon after I grew envious that he ſhould be 
_ © hers rather than mine; and at laſt fell my 
© ſelf in Love with him, even to a Degree of 
« Madneſs, I heard his amorous Expreſſions, 
© took particular Notice of his Wit, conſider'd 
© his Perſon, refle&ed he was another's, and 
* wholly loſt my ſelf beyond all Recovery, to 
* {uch a Degree that I impair'd my Health ; 
< which convinces me thoſe are in the right, 
< who call Love a Diſeaſe, for it makes us 
< reſtleſs, baniſhes ſleep, and takes away our 
< Appetite to Victuals. Now when all theſe 
£11] Conſequences are . augmented by the 
< Flame Love kindles in the Heart, methinks_ 
* no malignant Fever 1s more dangerous ; ef- 
« pecially when there 1s a Complication of 
© Deſpair of obtaining what 1s deſired, and a 
* Frenzy of Jealouſy to ſee the Party belov'd, 
* wholly devoted to another. This raging 
* Diſtemper was the more heightned in me, 
* becauſe it could take no vent, or comme: 
© tec 
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©ted with another Perſon, being ſenſible thar 
«all the World muſt condemn mie for making 
£ choice of my Friend's or Siſter's Lover. I 
© lov'd one that lovd not mie, and wrong'd one 
<] ought to have been juſt to. Good God !. 
* whata Labyrinth did I run my felt into, ſince 
© [ſaw my ſelf neceſſitated to bear all my ſuffer- 
*ings,and could not have the fatisfaQion of dil- 
_ ©covering ny griet. Donna Madalena was fen- 
*fible of my melancholy,ſhe oblerv'd my pale- 
* neſs, and all the other Symptomes that ap- ' 
£ pear'd about me,but ſtill could not gueſs at the 
* Cauſe; forI am apt to believe ſhe lov'd me ſo 
*entirely,that ſhe wouldeven have quitted her 
{ Claim rather thah ſee me ſuffer at that miſer- 
© able Rate, as I did. When I refle& on this I 
* much wonder that Grief does not put an End 
* tomy Days: She concluded Iwas melancholy, 
*becauſe I was not in fo ready a way of diſpo- 
* fing of miy ſelf as ſhe, this being the principal 
concern of all Wornen atour Years. It's true, 
| <ſhe ſometimes preſs'd me to let her know 
* what it was that troubled me,but{tillI put her 
* off with ſoine pretenceor other; {o that at laſt 
*ſhepromis'd that as ſoon as marry'd ſhe would 
* diſpoſe of me to my own Satisfa&ion. Believe 
* me, Don Gaſpar, did not the Senſe of what I 
* owe yotT oblige me to proceed, I would here 
* break off this diſmal Relation, which only 
* ſerves to renew my Grief, and add freſh Con- 
f fuſion to my diſtrated Mind ; but let us pro- 
* ceed, for it 1s but reaſonable I ſhould bear the 
* Shame, ſince I was the Cauſe of ſo much Miſ- 
* chief. G * I will 
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©] will not ſtand to tell you all the Gallan-. 

© tries of Don Dennis in his Courtſhip, nor the 
*riolent Pangs and Afﬀfiictions Iendured all that 

* time,you w1ll be ſufficiently convinced of it by 
* the Exent. In fine, the two Lovers being a- 
© greed (tho” the Uncle oppos'd it as much as 
* modeſtly he could)they obtain'd their Defires, 
 *and were united in Matrimony, with all poſ- 
© ible Satisfa&tion to them, and no lefs vexation 
* to me, ſeeing my ſelf now wholly depriv'd of 
. © all Hopes of enjoying what I lov'd to Diſtra- 

<© on. *Iis impoſhible for me to expreſs my 

© Deſpair and raging Jealouſie,but it 1s better to 
* fay nothing further upon that head, ſince it 1s 
*ſo much to my Diſhonour. Don Denns and 
©Donna Madalena being marry'd, ſhe took me 
* to her Houſe, deſigning to match me well, 
* and believing ſhe had carry*da Siſter and true 
* Friend, but in effe& ſhe took her own and 
© her Families Ruin along with her, for neither 
© their being marry'd, nor that Exceſs of Love 
£ they bore one another, nor the Kindneſs I 
£ ow*d Donna Madalena,nor my own inevitable 
© Ruin,could prevail with me to deſiſt from lo- 
« ving Don Dennis, but inſtead of it I grew jea- 
£ lous to a Degree of Madnels, to ſee them en- 
© joy one another. Donna Madalenaſceing me fo 
£ &ifcontented, and believing it was fox Want of 
* 2 Husband, .propos'd to beſtow me on ſome _ 
© worthy Perſon that might make me happy ; 
{but neither ſhe nor Don Dennis could ever en+ 
* gage mein any ſuch thing ; at which' Donna 
* Madalena being much ſurprized , faid, I 
| ; © was 
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« was ſo ſtrangely alter'd in my Humour, that 
« ſhe knew not what to make of me. Ir is like- 
y the conſulted this Aﬀair with her Husband; 
* for one Day, when ſhe was abroad a viſiting, 
* and I at home, as I always was ; refuſing all 
© manner of Diverſion, Don Dennis came home 
* and finding me alone, and full of Tears, as I 
* continually was, bewailing my unfortunate | 
* Love,he fat down by me,and ſaid, Believe me, 
© beautiful Florentina, your exceſſive Melancholy 
© 15 a great Trouble to your Siſter and me, both of 


W ©: are often gueſſing at the Cauſe of it, and [ 


* can think of none more likely, than that you 
* love where there is ng Poſſibility of Return ; for 
© were it otherwiſe I do not believe there 1s any 
* Gentleman in this City, of what Rank ſoever, 
* but would think bimſelf happy to be belov'd by 
* you, tho? you were not ſo well born, and had 
*fuch a Fortune as you have, but were only a 
*poor Peaſant, fince your incomparable Beauty 
* might make him as happy as the greateſt Mo- 
*narch. My Paſlion flew ſo high at that time, 
*or rather God had ſo far forſaken me, that 
* without any Shame or Conſideration, I inter- 
*rupted his Diſcourſe and anſwer'd, Suppoſing 
*7t were ſo that IT lou'd where it were difficult 
©70 obtain a Return, what would you do for my 
* ſake, Don Dennis, to eaſe my Pain 2 I woursr 
* rel it him, reply'd Don Dennis, and court him 
* wo love you. If ſo, ſaid I, tell it your ſelf, court 
* your ſelf, and you will perform what you pro- 
* mſe, and conſider how far my Paſſion has 
* got the Aſcendant over Ld ſince T forget what I 
2 * owe 


. © her-door, return'd to the place where I was, 
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© owe t9 my ſelf, T lay aſide my Modeſly,the moſi 
* precious WL Woman can be Maftreſs of, I 
Be regard not the Wrong T do to your Wife ; Who, 
. ©rbv' ſhe is not my Siſter, has always liv'd with 
me as fuch ; I will not take notice that TI rg. 
* ther loſe than gain you, ſmce it is certain you 
"muſt undervalue me for my Confidence,and de- 
* ſprſe me for my Lightneſs,as alſo for the Love 
* yore owe yortr Wife,who deſerves it as much us 
* I do your Scorn, None of theſe things, T fay, 
* have any Power 10 reſtrain me, for,as the Caſe 
© now ſtands with me, my Sufferings over patver 
* my Shame, ſo that you may think me Lend, ad- 
© mire my Boldneſs, call me Impudent, bate me 
* for my Lightneſs, orin fine do as you pleaſe, for 
" T cani bold my Peace no longer. It will be ſome 
* fort of Satisfaftion to me,if Ican have no mare, 
© that you know your ſelf, that T have lov'd you 
*above my life; from the time you firſt began to 
"court Donna Madalena,and tho' you have ſeen 
" much of what I have endur'd,yet there is much | 
*© more you could not be ſenfible of, and which 1 
* have not reveal'd to any living Creature,having 
© decree*d never to marry,for 1 ap ugreng.J re- 
© ſolved never to bave any other Man but you. 
* concluded with ſo many Sighsand Tears,that 
*I almoſt ſtifled my laſt Words, The Reſult of 
<it was, that Don Dennis roſe up, as I thought 
.©to be gone and return no Anſwer to my too 
* 1nmodeſt Declaration,and locking the Cham- 


© and faid, Love forbid, moſt beautiful Floren- 
_ ®tina,that I ſhoutd be ungrateful to your Gm, 
| *an 
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 * znd make an ill Return to ſo many Sufferings, 
© and ſuch feeling Expreſſions. Then claſping 
his Arms about my Neck, he never left me,ti}1 
*T had no more to give, or he to defire. We 
* ſpent all the Afternoon in the moſt delight- 
*ulRaptures of Love,and then he told me,Chow | 
* true 1t was I know not)that he began to love 
* me that _y Day after he was marry'd, but 
* durſt not tell me ſo,with much more to this 
_ *©purpoſe, which I behiev'd, and thought my 
Felf very happy, he farther making this Pro- 
*teſtation, that if he were at Liberty he would . 
* marry me. He earneſtly. entreated me not to 

 * make known our Love to any Body, fince we 
© had ſo much Opportunity of enjoying it; and 

_ I beg'd the ſame of him, fearing Donna Mada- 
_ © lena ſhould get Scent of it. In this manner we 
 *®continu'd four Years, and from that day no- 
* thing was more gay and pleaſant thanI; my 
*decay'd Beauty reviv'd, and I was all Mirth 
* and Jollity, ſo that Ibecame the delight of all 
* the Rite. 1 govern'd the Houſe, all what 
_ © T did was well done ; what order'd was 0- 
© bey'd; I diſpos'd of the Money and of the 
F Owner, and Ireceiv'd and turir'd away what 


« Servants I pleas ; ſo that Donna Madelena 


* ſerv'd only to obſtrud my Pleaſures. Don 
_ * Dennis was ſo fond of me,becaule I did every 
*thing to ſecure his AﬀeGtion, that by Degrees 
* his Kindneſs grew cold towards his Wue, ſo 
*that the Scale was now quite turn'd. For, at 
* firſt Donna Madalena was merry, and Floren- 
 *tina fad; but now Florentina was all Mirth, 
| G 3 * and 
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* and Donna Magdalena was melancholy, hea 
*and diſconſolate ; and tho' ſhe was fatisfy'd 
* that her Husband had ſome Intrigue, which 
* made him flight her, yet ſhe never as much 
* as ſuſpe&ed me, as well by reaſon of our great 
* Intimacy, as becauſe ſhe had ſuch an Opinion 

*of me,that ſuch a Thought could not enter in- 
*to her. However ſhe told me one Day, My 
_ * Mirth and my Melancholy were in ſuch Ex- 
*treams, that they were not far from Madneſs. 
< Good God ! how blind are Lovers, fince 1 
© could never ſee till my Eyes were open'd 
«* with ſo many Diſaſters. My Wickednels and 
*Folly ran fo high,that Don Dennis and I made 
* one another a ſolemn Promiſe to marry,when 
© Donna Madalena dy'd,as if her Life had been 
' * at our Diſpoſal, or we had any Security for 
© ours more than hers. 42 
* When the Holy Week came which ob- 
« liges all Perſons to confeſs and receive the 
* Blelled Sacrament, I went for Faſhion ſake 
* among the reſt ; 1t is true I had done fo ſe- 
* veral times before, but my Confeſlions were 
* Sacrilegious, for I never truly declar'd my 
* Crimes. Oh Infinite Goodneſs ! how Jong 
© doft thou bear with us poor frail Mortals ? 
* In tine, having now at laſt given my Father 
« Confeflor ſome Infight into the matter, 
* he touch'd my Conſcience to the quick, and 
* repreſented to me the dangerous Condition I 
* was 1N, after fo livelya manner, (refuſing me 
5 Abſolution, and telling me I was in a manner 
* already in Hell z) that I went home over- 
Sa «* whelm'd 
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© whelm'd with Melancholy, and going into 
_ © my Cloſet, began to weep 1o bitterly thar 


* my Woman percetv'd it. She had been bred 


*up with me from my Infancy, and 15 the 
«© ſame, (if you remember Don Gaſpar) whom 
* you found 1n that miſerabte Houfe, fitting im 
© the Gallery on a Chair, and leaning againft 
© the Wall, run clear through the Do} She 
© earneſtly intreated me to tell her the Cauſe of 
* my Sorrow ; and I foon acquainted her with 
all my Love-Folltes, and with what had late- 
© ly paſs'd between my Confeflor and my ſelf. | 
© The poor Wench ſtood amaz'd at what 1 roid 
* her, and much more at my having been able 
* to*conceal it ſo long, without being ever dif- 
*cover'd, and then ſeeing 1 ask'd her Advice, 


= * ſpoke to me to this Effe& : 


© Madam,the Afﬀairs you have acquainted me 
© with are of ſuch Moment, that they ſeem to re- 
© quire a much better Head than mine to bring 
*them to a good Iſſue: for to imagine you ſpork! 
© continue in this Condition till Donna Madalena 
* dies ts ſuch a thing, that the very Thoughts of 
*1t are enough to put you into Deſpair ;, for bow 
* can wwe tell that fhe will die before Don Dennis 
* and you ;, te pretend to perfwade you to keep 
* from him, when you love him,is a Maaneſs, for 
* you will never do it, nor will be conſent to it, if” 
* be is ſo much in love as you repreſent him 9 
* be. Your Honour 1 loſt,and your Love continues 
* waiting for Miracles, which commonly in thefe 
* Caſes fall out the wrong way ;, becauſe Heavea — 
* uſes 70. puniſh thoſe Defigns, and generally they 
G 4 whe 


cm) 

* who do the Wrong die before the Perſons 
© wrong 'd. The only Remedy I can think of «s 
* bloody, muſt confeſs; but it 1s ſtill a Remedy, 
* for ſuch dangerous Wounds require a harſh Cure, 
* I defir'd her to tell me whatit was, and ſhe 
© inſwer'd, Donna Madalena muſt die, for it is 
© better an innocent Perſon ſhould ſuffer, and go 
© to Heaven like a Martyr, than that you ſhould 
* periſh for ever. Will not that be a. greater Crima 
* than all the reſt, Dear Girl, faid-I, to murder 
* an innocent Perſon 2 And will not God puni 
* me for it, ſince I do theWrone, and at the ſame 
* time lay the Penalty on the Perſon that receives 
* it. David, anſwer'd the Maid, kit d Uriah, 
* ro ſave the Life and Reputation of Bathſheba ; 
* and you,m my Opinion,are at thu Fun&ure un- 
* der the ſame Circumſtances, far whenſoever ' 
* Donna Madalena happens to find you owt, ſhe'll 
* do by you,as Tadviſe you now to do by ber. But, 
< ſaid 1, if my. Father Confeſſor bas put me into” 
* ſuch a Dread, for only wining ber Death, whats 
© muſt I expe&, if I Murder her? Do as David 
* did, anſwer'd the wicked Wench, firſt let ug. 
* kill Uriah, and then we will do Penance. When 
* you are marry'd to your Lover, attone for your 
* Crime,for Penance obtains Remifſion of Sin;and 
* che Holy King did ſo. * In ſhort, ſhe faid ſo 
* much,alledged ſo many Examples,and plead; 
«ed ſo much Law, that I whoſe Inclinati- 
* ons tended already too much to what ſhe 
« ſaid, was eaſily perſ[waded, and we both gave 
« Sentence againſt the innocent, and muctks in- 
« jur'd Donna Magalena ;, for it 1s an ue. 
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© e4 Truth, that one Crime draws on another, 
« Having long debated about the Manner of 
« Execution, the _— Wretch, doubtleſs 
© prompted by the Devil, ſaid, The beft Way, 
© ;n my Opimon, that we may be both out of 
© Danger, is to comrive Matters fo, that her 
* Huſband may kill ber, and then no Body will 
© be blam'd for it, How can that be done, an- 
© {wer'd I, ſeeing Donna Madalena [ves {6 
« virtuouſly, that ber Huſpand will never find 
© any Pretence for Murdering her. There lies 
* the Difficulty, reply'd the Maid, but I muſt 
© contrive that Point ;, hold you your Peace, and 
© leave It to me, without taking any Notice, and 
*if in a Months 'time you are not rid of her, 
' © call me Fool. She acquainted me with the 
* Method, and: we parted, ſhe to a& the Part 
* of a Devil, and I to wait the Event; and 
* thus our Diſcourſe ended for that Tins. 
* The miſchievous Wench, prompted by the 

* Devil, watch*d her Opportunity, and told Doz 
* Dennis, that his Wife impair'd his Honour, 
* and had Commerce with little Ferdinand in 
* his Abſence : This was a Youth about eigh- 
* teen or twenty Years of Age, who was born 
* and bred in Don Denns's Family, being the 
* don of his Father's Steward ; the Lad's Fa- 
* ther and Mother dying, he continued in the 
* Houſe as a Servant, but was not rewarded as 
* his Parents. had deferv'd of the Family, for 
*1t was he you found dead at Donna Madale- 
* 4's Bed-Chamber Door ; he was handſome, 
: well qualifi'd, and yery virtuous : Howeyer 
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© Don Dennis eaſily believed what the Wench 
 * ſuggeſted to him ; yet ask'd, how ſhe came 


©to know it? To which ſhe anſwer'd, That 


© nothing could be long conceal'd from-a Spy in 
© the Houſe ;, and that Miſtreſſes thought their 


« Maids were Fools. Don Dennis ask'd fur- 


© ther, How he ſhould do to be afſur'd of the 


© Truth? Do you pretend to go out of Town, 
* faid ſhe, and be bere again by break of Day, 
© or preſently after Midnight, then make a 
* Sign whereby I may know you are in the 
© Street, at which I will open the Door, and 
© you may catch them together, 'They agreed 


© it ſhould be executed two Days after; which 
© my Maid acquainted me with, and I receiv'd 


_ © it with a Mixture of Fear, Joy and Trouble ; 
< but ſeeing it was paſt retrieving,” reſted fa- 


< tisfied, expetting the Event. _ 
* When the Day came, Don Dennis faid, 


© he was going with ſome Friends to ſee a Bull 


« Feaſt ſome few Leagues from Liſbon, and 
* tho* Ferdinand us'd always to go along with 


© him, he would not take him now, nor an 
© other Servant, alledging for his Reaſon, that 
_ © being to ſtay but two Days, his Friends Ser- 


* vants would wait on him. Thus he ſet out 
* on that unhappy Day before the Night you 
* found me. After Midnight he return'd 


* alone, made the Signal, my Maid, who was 


* ready, bid him ſtay a little ; then taking a 
* Light, ſhe went to the unfortunate Youth's 


' © Chamber, and entering it in much Diſorder, 


* ſid to him Ferdinand, My Lady calls you, run 
: quickly, 


COz 
© quickly. What would my Lady have with me 
e at this time's? Anſwer'd Ferdinand : I know 
© not what ſhe wants, reply'd the Maid, but 
* he ſent me in great Haſte to call you. He got 
* up, and would have pit on his Cloaths, but 
* ſhe ſaid, Do not ſlay to dreſs you, but throw 
* your Cloak about you, put on your Slippers, 
* and go ſee what ſhe wants, for you may dreſs 
" your ſelf afterwards if there be need. Fer- 
* dinand did fo, and whilſt he was going to his 

| © Lady, the miſchievous Wench let her Maſter 
* in. Ferdinand came to the Bed-fide, where 
* Donna Madalena lay, and waking her, f{aid, 
« Madam, What do you want with me 2 Donna 
« Madalena waking in a Conſternation to ſee 
© him there, anſwer'd, Be gone, be gone, Lad, 

. * What dg you do here 2 T dow't call you, Fer- 
* dinand hearing what ſhe ſaid was going out 
© of the Room, but his Maſter met him juſt 
* coming out, and ſeeing him naked in his 
© Wife's Bed-Chamber, concluded he had been 
© 1nBed with her : Hereupon, without making 

 *any further Refle&ion, he run him through 
© with his Sword twice ; the Youth fell down 
* dead, and all he could fay was, Sweet Jeſus 
* have Mercy on me. 1 heard him in my 
_ © Chamber, being, as you may gueſs, full of 
* Dread and Conſternation, as well I might, 
* knowing my ſelf to have been the Cauſe of 
*{o much Miſchief, and fell into a cold Sweat, 
* ſo that being about to get up to hinder any 
* further Harm, I found I could not; for either 
* my Strength actually fail'd me, or the Devil, 


L Who 
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£ who was then let loſe in the Houſe, with- 
£ held me. In the mean while Don Dennis 
© enrag'd with his conceited Diſhonour, went 
© into his innocent'Wife's Bed-Chamber, who - 
* was again fallen aſleep, with her Arms over 
© her Head, and coming to her chaſte Bed, 
© which he look'd.upon as defiFd, cry*d, Falſe 
© Woman how can you ſleep when you, but this 
© very Moment, wrong'd me, This ſaid, he 
© drew his Dagger, and ſtabb'd her as of- 
© ten as his Fury ſuggeſted, fo that her 
* virtuous Soul left her beautiful Body be- 
< fore ſhe could make the leaſt Complaint, 
* By this time TI was'/got out of my Apartment, 
© and in aPlace where I cauld ſee all that was 

© done, tho* full of Dread and Tears, and tho' 
* I durſt not go any further, yet faw Don Den- 
© nis pals into a little back Room behind his 
* Wife's Bed-Chamber, where he murderd 
© two of her Women that = faſt aſleep, i 1 
* ing, This is the Reward aue to your Negli- 
© gence, for your Buſineſs was to watch and 
< guard ” Honour, and ou are «10 whilſt 
* your falſe Miſtreſs wakes to rob me of tt. 
© Thep going down the back Stairs that led 
© into a baſe Court, he call'd out two Pages 
* who lay in a low Room cloſe by, and they 
© running out at his Call, he rewarded their 
* Readineſs by killing them : This done, he 
£ run up the great Stairs, like a raging Fury, 
© and going into the Kitchin, butcher'd the 
* three Women Slaves that lay there, for 2 
* fourth was gong to call me, hearing the 
; « Noiſe 
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© Noiſe and Cries my Servant made, that was 
| <« ſitting in the Gallery ; either repenting the 
_ © Miſchief ſhe had done, when it was too late, 
« or becauſe Providence order'd it ſo, that ſhe 
© ſhould ſuffer for it, or elfe that the Honour 
 * of Donna Madalena might be clear'd, and 
«all thoſe who had been murder'd juſtifid, 
*and: the World know that, only ſhe and [I 
« were to blame. She had ſet up a Flambeau, 
© ſhe lighted when-ſhe went to open the Door 
© for her Maſter, as if a Candle had not been 
«ſufficient to perform ſo much Villany by, 
 *3nd fitting her down full of Confiion 
© began to Weep afhd Cry out, Alas ! What 2 
© wretched Creature am I! What have t done? 
© T cannot hope for Mercy in Heaven or on 
« Earth, fince I have forg'd ſo great a Scan- 
@ dal, to ſupport another's Offence, and been 
© the Cauſe of ſo much Bloodſhed. At the ſame 
© time her Maſter was comins out of the Kitch- 
© in, and I another Way, follow'd by the Slave 
* that went to call me, with a Candle in her 
* Hand; I hearing what ſhe ſaid, made a 
*Stand, and faw Don Dennis go up to her and 


 * ack, What is this you ſay, Wench, of a forgd 


* Scandal and Bloodſhed £ Alas, dear Sir, an- 
*{werd ſhe, What can I ſay, but that I am 
* the wileſt Wreteh that ever was born 2 for 
_ © Donna Madalena and Ferdinand are innocent, 
* as . all the Reſt you have murder'd. IT alone 
* am to blame, and -do not deſerve to live, for 
© contriving this -Villany, calling poor Ferdl- 
* nand, «A was faſt aſleep in bis Chamber, 

brelling 


FO V ob 
telling him, my Lady wanted him, that. when 
yore ſhould ſee him coming out. as you did, you 
* might believe what I had told you, and fo kill 
* Donna Madalena, to be at Liberty to marry 
* my Miſtreſs Donna Florentina, to reſtore the 
© Honour you owe ber, ng falſe Wretch, 
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* cry'd Don Dennis, if what you ſay is true, 
* your Life is too fmallan Attonem?nt by far for 


* your Crime, for had you a thouſand Lives to 


© loſe, they would all fall ſhort of what is due. 


* This is the very Truth, Sir, ſaid ſhe, nothing 


© fo certain; 1 amihe wicked Perſon, my Lady is 


© innocent, I deſerve Death. and Hell too. IT 
© will give you both, an{wer'd Don Dennis, let 


© one Monfter”s Death make amends for ſo many 


© innocent Perſons murder'd. This ſaid, he 
© ſtuck her to the Wall with his Sword, the 


_ © miſerable Creature crying out, Now Hell re- 


© ceive the Soul of the moſt abominable Woman 


< Heaven eer made; and I doubt whether 


© there be a Place bad enough for it there : $0 


© ſaying, ſhe gave up the Ghoſt to him ſhe of- 
© fer'd 1t to. Juſt at this Time, I came forward 


_ © with the black Woman Slave, relying on the 
© Love he bore me, and hoping to po and 


* calm him, ſaid, What is the Meaning of this, 
* Don Dennis 2? What is all this Slaughter fore 


* How long will your Cruelty laſt 2 He being 


* by this time ſtark Mad with Fury go __ | 
ud my. ſe 


\ © ran at me, crying, Till I have 
* and you, falſe, treacherous, lewd Woman, that 
* you may receive the Reward of ſo much Miſ- 


* chief; ſince not ſatisfi'd with the Wrong you 


« dis 
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«© did ber you reckond as a Siſter, by Luft, . 


* you have never given over till you have 


*robb'd her of ber Life. Having ſpoke theſe 


© Words, he gave me the Wounds you ſaw, 
* and had quite kill'd me, but that the Black 

* interpos'd, and Don Dennis laying hold of 

* her, I had Time to ſlip into another Room, 

* and ſhut the Door after - me, all covered 


* with my own. Blood. When. Don Dennis 
* had kill'd that Slave, and there was no li - 
* ying Creature left in the;Houſe but himſelf, 
* (for he concluded I could not ſurvive) he 
* clapp'd the Hilt of his Sword to the Ground, 
* and the Point to his Breaft, ſaying, I will 


* not flay behind to have bumane Fuſtice puniſh 


* my Crimes, it is better I ſhould my ſelf be the 
* Executioner of Divine Vengeance, and 10 
* he fell upon his. Sword, which run quite 


© throughout at his Back, calling upon the 


* Devil to receive his Soul. When I ſaw him 
* dead, and that I was like to bleed to Death 
* my ſelf ; in that dreadful Confuſion I open- 


' ed the Door, I took up a Candle, went down 


* Into the Street, intending to ſeek out ſome 
* Prieſt to make my Peace with God, that 
*tho'I loſt my Life, I might at leaſt fave my 
* Soul. I had juſt ſo much Strength left as 
* to draw the Street-Door after me, latching 
*1t as you found it, and going faintly along 
* the Street, without knowing whether, my 


*Strength fail'd me, thro' Loſs of Blood, and 
*I fell, where you, Don Gaſpar, found me, 


* that your Charity might fave my Life, od 
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" ©] might ſpendit in bewailing and doing Peh- 
| < nance for ſo many Evils. I have been guilty 
| _ © of, and praying to. God to preſerve 1 you for 

© your Goodnels to rhe. _ 

Here the beautiful Florentitia ended her Re- 
lation, but tho' her Tongue ceas'd, her Eyes 
continu'd ſhedding Showers of Tears, that ran 
down her lovely Cheeks, which ſufficiently 
expreſs'd the Sorrow of her Soul, which was 
ſuch, that immediately after. ſhe drop'd down 
in a Swoon: Don Gaſpar was ated at 

1 | What he had heard, and almoſt beſide hiniſelf 
KF to think” Florentina's Lewdneſs had been'the 
Cauſe of ſo many Murders, which made him 
| ſoen facrifice his Love to more ſetious Confi- 
 defations 3 for now Florentina was not fit for 
his Wife, nor could he entertain ahy 
Thoughts of endeavouring to make her 2 
Miftreſs, ſince he ſaw ſhe was enclin'd to 
follow a better Courſe of Life, that might | 
ſecure her. for the Future againſt any ſuch like 
Misfortunes ;- and he could hot forbear at this 
| Time to applaud his own Conidu@ 'in not mak- 
ing known his Love to her, till he had heard 
this Account. Then uſing all poſſible Means 
fo recover her- out of her Swoon, when ſhe 
came to her ſelf, he comforted her, and with 
a grave Air, and moving Words, told her, 
That as ſoon as ſhe was better recover'd, her 


beſt way would be t6 betake her ſelf to a a 


gious Life, where ſhe might be ſecure axe 
any future Troubles of this Nature ; an _ 


l there ſhould be any Danger from Faftce, be 
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would undertake to remove it, tho he were 
forced to acquaint his Majeſly with the whole 
Affair. The Lady return'd abundance of 
Thanks for «the Favours already received at 
his Hafids, -ahd ;the Continuance of Kindneſs 
he promiſed, afiring Tim it was her Deſign 
ſo to do, being ſenfible that her Misfortunes 
would admit of no other Expedient. Don 
Gaſpar wholly laying aſide all Thoughts of 
Love 11 reſpe& to her Perſon, took Care of 
Her Affairs, and whilſt things were diſpoſing 
for her Reception into a Monaſtery, he pro-. 
cur'd his Majeſty's Pardon, having acquainted 
him with the whole Afﬀair. To Conclude, 
ſhe became a Nur in one of the moſt famous 
Monaſteries in Liſbon, which ſhe conſiderably 
enrich'd with ' her great Fortune, and there 
liv'd many Years a moſt penitent and exemplar 
Life, which at laſt ended in-a pious and hap- 
py Death. Don Gaſpar, who. delivered this 
Account to the Perſon that committed it to 
Writing, Teturn'd with his Majeſty to Mg- 
drid, and ſoon after marry'd into a great 
Fall” ff OE: on ”'s 9 37 
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K\ T OT many Years: ago, in the Noble 
City of Faen, in the Province of 
— *T Andaluzia, liv da Gentlemay equal- 
ly famous for his Quality and great Eſtate ; 
his Name was Don Pedro, a Man exceſſively - 
proud, and ofa cruel Temper. This Man had 
only a Son and a Daughter ; the. Son's Name 
was Alonſo, and the Daughter*s, Mencia ; ſhe 
was Beautiful, and being Nobly Born, Rich, 
Virtuous, and of an excellent Diſpoſition, ſhe 


could not want for Pretenders. Many Men 
of Quality and Eſtates had made their Addreſ- 

ſes to her Father to become his Son-1n-law, 
but he refuſed them all, defigning to make a 

Nun of her, that Don Alonſo, her Brother, 
might inherit all his Eſtate. The Perſon on 
whom the Love of Donna Mencia moſt pre- 
vail'd was a Gentleman of Granada, whoſe Pa- 
rents were ſome Years before come to ſettle 
there, when he was as yet very young ; the 
Cauſe of their Remove was not known, but 
certain it is ' they were ſo. Rich, that none in 
that City could vie with them, inſomuch that 

tho' Don Henry ( for ſo he was call'd) had 
5 _ not 


 _ not been Maſter of all thoſe great Qualifi- 
© cations, as afually he was, ſcarce any of 
the Nobility there, -but would have been 
e]ad, for the ſake of his Eftate, to contra& 
an Afﬀnity with him. Beſides that, there 
| were very few but what thought them- 
ſelves very happy in his Friendſhip, becauſe 
his Generofity was ever ready to ſuccour and 

ſupport them at a Pinch : Don Pedro and his 

Son, were among the Number of thoſe that 


pretended Friendſhip to him, tho'*2Don- Pe- 


 dros Pride, would not permit him to put 
that Value on Don Henry, which he really de- 
fſerv'd, fo as to defire an. Alliance betwixt the 
two Fanulies, as others did, becauſe he had 
| been inform*d that Don Henry's Predeceſiors 
were no better than rich Farmers ; which 
| Defe& might very well have been paſs'd 
by, conſidering his Family was free from any 
 Intermixture of Fews or Moors, and fo vaſtly 
rich, Don Henry being in Love with Donna 
Mencia's Beauty, her Virtue and good Re- 
putation, ee the Liberty to ask her in 
| Marriage of her Father, and Brother, who 
anſwer*d him, That ſhe deſfign*d to be a Nun. 

This was a great Diſappointment, ſufficient to 
put him almoſt beſide all Hopes ; but as Lo- 
vers are apt to flatter themſelves, he reſolv*d 
not to give over the Purſuit ; concluding that 
If he could but obtain the Lady's Conſent, 

her Father's ſignify<d not much to him, con- 

_ fidering that if ſhe would agree to have him, 
the worſt that could happen, would amount 
| 2 0. 


% 


ay 


tono more than to take her wage af Por-, 


tion, which he did not - value, aving * ry 
enough of his own to ſupply the Defeat of her 

Fortune. Purſuant to this Reſolution, he 
was contriving all Means to gain Donna Men- 
cia's Favour, and compaſs*d his Defign, 


To effe& . this, he engag*d in his Intereſt; a 


Servant that us'd always to attend Donna 
Mencia when. ſhe went Abroad, which was 
but ſeldom, by Reaſon of her Father and | 
Brother's jealous Temper, who were reſolved 
to ſhut her up in a Nunnery, fer fear ſhe 
ſhould get her ſelf a Huſband : z they very 


well perceived ſhe had no Inclination 'to be # Þn 


Nun, and therefore endeavour'd by keeping 
of her mew*d up, and this harſh Uſage, to 
compel her to conſent to embrace that courſe 
of Tk they deſign'd her for. Don Henry was 
| not 1enorant that Donna Mencia had other 
Pretenders, who aim*d at the ſame Thing 
that he did, but relying on his own Perſonal 
Merits, his Wealth, and the Aſſiſtance the | 
Servant had promis*d him, he DR” his Suit : 
with this Hills Letter. tn 


as LETTER. 


| Mellow, 


VID Preſumption, tis true, 7 & great, {- 
not greater than your Beauty, with which 


nothing can be compar'd but my Love, 
zvhich bas oblig*d me to ak you in Marriage 


of your Father, but have been ſo unfortunate 
as 


\ 
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as fo be deny*d this Happineſs, for he tells me, 
he deſigns you for a Monaſtery. Seeing *tis 
impoſſible for me to live withont you, I have 
concluded, that if I could but gain your Con- 
ſent, his would ſignify but little, fmmce it has 
pleaſed Heaven to give me ſo much Wealth, 
that I do not ſtand in need of his Fortune ;, if 
that be the Motive that induces bim to put 
you into the perpetual Thraldom of a Religions 
Life, depriving the World of: your Tranſcen- 

dent Beauty, and me off the Happineſs of En- 
| joying it. IT am reſolved to be wholly yours, 
 Tho® againſt bis Will. T have told you all I am 
eble to ſay ;, if you think it too bold 2 Step, 
pray conſult your Looking-Glaſs, and view your 
own Beauty, and you will forgive ne. I] he- 
 ſeech you, Madam, be not cruel to F ga felf, 
in being hard-hearted to me ,, and do not ftay 
till your Father deprives you of your Liberty, 
_ and me of my Life. 


| The Meſſenger took care to deliver this 
Billet to his Lady, who having read it, and 
conſidering how inhumanly her Father and 


Brother defign'd to rob her of her Liberty, 


only to ſave their Eſtate ; ſhe refolvid under 
theſe deſperate Circumſtances to comply with 
| her Lover, to take her Servant's Advice, or 
' rather, to ſpeak in plain Terms, to follow the 
DiRates of her own Inclination, as conclud- 
ing, that the Fault of Marrying without her 
Father's Confent was not ſo great, but it 
would ſoon be wiped off. The Servant, on 


"F On his 


(nay - 


his Part, made uſe of all his Rhetorick to per- 


ſwade her to it ; telling her how Advantage- | | 


ous it would be to marry Don Henry for his 
_ own Merit and Wealth, adviſing her not to 
Jet flip the Happineſs which Heaven threw 
into her Hands ; and putting her in Mind, 
that if ſhe did not. marry her ſelf, ſhe mult 
never expe it from her Father, who he knew 
had reſolv'd to get her out of the Way, that 
her Brother might be Maſter of his whole 
Eſtate, The Lady her ſelf had already taken 


ſuch an AﬀeRion to Don Henry (whom ſhe 


had ſeen ſeveral Times) that, as it ſeems, 
1t was not in her Power to avoid her Deſtiny 
which hurry'd her away without refle&ing on. 
the Dangers that threatned them both, from 
_ an inhuman Father, and no leſs barbarous Bro- 
ther. Thus Love finding a ſufficient Diſpoſt- 
tion in her Breaſt, took full Poſſeſſion of it, fo. 
that ſhe 1mmediately began to love Don Henry, 
_ and to wiſh he might be her Huſband. Accor- _ 
dingly ſhe return'd ſuch a pleafing Anſwer to 
his Letter, that he concluded himſelf as good 
as poſſeſt of the Happineſs he ſo much defir'd 
and wiſh'd for, and fo in good earneſt began 
_ to court Donna Mencia, tho? very privately, for 
fear of giving the Alarm to her Father and 
Brother. He ſent her rich Preſents to ſhew 
both his Love and his Wealth, and keeping a 
ſettled Correſpondence by Letters, all thro? 
the Means of Gonzalo, the Servant that was, 
as we told you before, their Confident, At 
certain Times of the Night they had their 
BE : "*> 4;"J000ns -- | 
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Interviews, and diſcourſed together at a low 
grated Window, which was at the back fide of 
the Honſe, where her Apartment was, and 
ſhe kept by her Father, becauſe it was a 
By-Street. Thus the two Lovers proceeded 
with all poſſible Caution, and the better to 
ſecure ther Aﬀe&ions, they one Night reci- 
ac gave each other a ſolemn Promite of 
Marriage at the aforeſaid grated Window, in 
the Preſence of Gonzalo, and a Maid, Donna 
Mencia had made privy to her Love, fo that 
Don Henry thought his Happineſs ſecure, and = 
Donna Mencia herſelf ſafe againſt her Father's 
' forcible Endeavours to make her embrace that 
| Courſe of Life he defign'd. However fearing 
her Father's Diſpleaſure, ſhe- deſired her Lo- 
ver not to proceed any further for the pre- 
ſent, to ſee whether the old Man might alter 
his Mind ; which Don Henry conſented to 
much againſt his Will, becauſe being really in 
Love, he would willingly have. been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Lady ; but this could not be. 
done without carrying her away, by reaſon 
her Father and Brother kept her ſo cloſe. 
Neither could their No&urnal Correſpondence 
be kept ſo private, but that the Neighbours 
| took Notice of it, yet they durſt not ſay any 
Thing, for fear of the ather and Brother, 


whoſe Pride and Ill-Nature they were well _ 
acquainted with ; beſides that they could not _ 

blame the young Lady, conſidering under 
what Confinement ſhe yg ; Inſomuch that 
they ſcarce allow'd her to go to Church, and 
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when 
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when ſhe did, her Father . or Brother were 
ure to go along with her, .- 7 

When Don Henry firſt fell in Las with 
Donna Mencia, he Jad a Miſtreſs who was 
a marry'd Woman, (and true Love admitting 
of no Rival when it takes Poſſeſſion of a 
Heart, ) as ſoon as ever he fell in. Love with 
Donna Mencia, upon an honourable Account, 
_ he forgot Donna Clavela, his late Miſtreſs, to 
ſach a Degree, that he never viſited, nor ſcarce 
to much as paſs'd thro! the Street where ſhe 
liv'd. Clavela reſenting this Slight, and | 

miſſing the Preſents Don Henry us'd to ſend 
| her, made it her Buſineſs to find out the Rea- 
ſon, oueſſing that ſome new Amour drew him 
away from her, and therefore employ'd a 
Maid to fift 1t out, who ſoon brought her the 
Information ſhe defird: for the Wench dog- 
ging him* by Day and Night, at Length dif- 
cover'd that he ralk'd with Donna Abvole: at 
the grated Window. Clavela being acquains 
ted with the Worth of the Lady, was ſenfible 
_ that this Familiarity tended to Matrimony, 

as being ſatisfy'd ſhe would not entertain a | 
Lover on any other Terms, and therefore re- 
ſolv'd to obffrud it, tho? at the Hazard of her 
own Life and both the Lovers. There is no 
Villany fo great, but what a leud Woman, 
prompted by Jealouſy, will undertake : As 
ſuch ſhe found out Don Henry, ſince he would 
not come to her, and perceiving the could not 
. Tegain him for herſelf, either by Tears, 
Threats, Or ntreaties, ſhe refolv'd to take 4 
more 
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more violent Courſe ; for, tho' Don Henry 


deny'd his Intrigue with Donna Mencia, yet 


ſhe being fully fatisf'd in the Matter, thought 
of nothing but Revenge. She happen'd to be 
- familiarly acquainted with two Ladies, Mo- 
ther and Daughter, who tho' of the beſt Qua- 
lity in the City, . their Manner of Living was 
not anſwerable to their Birth, for they re- 
_ ceiv'd all Manner of Viſitors, which much . 
ſully'd their Reputation among the reſt Dox 
Alonſo had free accels to them, becauſe they 
| ſometimes viſited his' Siſter ; for tho' the prin- 
cipal Ladies would not be ſeen in their Houſe, 
yet they could not forbid them their own. Doz 


= Alonſo had ſeen Clavels in their Houſe, and 


was ſo far from miſliking her, that he offer*'d 
her his Service ; and defir'd the other two 
Ladies to ſpeak to her in his behalf. Clavelz 
knew Don Alonſo to be Donna Mencia's Bro- 
ther, tho? at firſt ſhe had refus'd him Admit- 
tance, | whilſt as yet ſhe entertain'd any Hopes 
| that Don Henry might bereclaim'd ;, but at laſt. 
finding him quite loſt beyond' retrieving, ſhe 
admitted of Don Alonſo, not ſo much out of 
any Kindneſs ſhe had for his Perſon, as to ma- 
nage her Revenge. She us*d to meet him at 
thoſe two Ladies Houle, becauſe of her Huſ- 
band, and being all together one Day, ſhe ask- 
ed him, Why he did not marry, his Siſter ? 
Whether he would ſtay till ſhe marry'd her- 
_ felf, without his or his Father's Conſent ? My 
9fter, anſwer'd Don Alonſo, will do no ſuch 
Thing, for beſides hgr Veriue and Ore, 
; h WH l; 
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which will prevent it ;, (be is too younp, and hag 
no ſuch Thoughts, and had ſhe been ſomething 
older than ſhe is, ſhe had been in a Monaſtery 

before this Time. Tou would not talk at that 
Rate, reply'd Clavela, if you knew as much as 
T do ;, but it is a true ſaying, That he whois 
wrongd is the laſt that knows it ;, therefore, . 
pray Sir, take Notice, that if ſhe is not marryd 
| already, ſhe is very nearit , I ſay ſo, heck ow - 
| 2s not to be ſuppos'd that a Lady of her Vertue 
and Quality, would preſume to expoſe her own, 
ber Father's and Brother's Reputation ſo far, as 
zo talk with Don Henry every Night at @ gra- 
ted Window, unleſs it were with a Deſign to 
marry him. Take heed what you ſay, - Clavela, 

- 72joyn'd Don Alonſo, for if you are jealous of 

Don Henry, becauſe ve is ſometimes at our 
Houſe, . you may entertain: that Paſſion, and 
we me my Share o it, by remembring you 

| bave not laid afide all Kindneſs for him, but 
do no Injury to my Sifter's Honour ;, for my 

Apartment is remote from bers, and I dare 

wear that when ever be comes to me, be bas 

. not the leaſt Opportunity to ſee my Sifter, nor is 

ſhe ſo ſlightly obſerv*d that ſhe can ſee him, for 
my Father watches her too. narrowly. Clavela © 
Jaugh'd out, and fo did the reſt of them, ( for 
| they had combin'd to do Donna Mencia a Miſ- 
chief ) and then ſhe continued thus: It is no 
Fealouſy, nor do I value Don Henry, but I am 
concern'd that the Lady's Honour ſbould be re- 
 flefted on in the Neighbourhood, and elſewhere; 
bis walking there, and converſing with ber is 


| I 
| | 
| . 
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fo publickly known, that People ſay, Don Alon+. 
lo and his Father connive at it, that they may 
marry her off without a Portion, to a Man of 
ſuch a great Eſtate as Don Henry is. * Theſe 
two Ladies know it to be true, and it is a plea- 
ſant way for you to pretend IT am Fealous, when 
I am ſo far from it, that if my Vote would car- 
#y the Point, -T would give it to have them 
marry*d immediately to ſtop ſcandalous Mouths, 
Don Alonſo was ſo enrag'd at what he hear'd, 
that he was not in a,Condition to return any 
Anſwer; all his Thoughts being taken up _ 
with his Siſter's Liberty, . and Don Henry's 
Preſumption, fo he took his Leave and went 
*Home, where immediately taking his Fa- 
ther aſide, he acquainted him with all he had 
heard. After a long Conſultation they reſolv'd 
' to take no Notice of the Matter, till they had 
an Opportunity of taking Revenge ;, for they 
look'd upon it as a Diſgrace to their Family, 
that Don Henry ſhould preſume to mix his 
| Blood with theirs _ m” Ie 
Above a Month paſt before any Thing was: 
put in Execution towards their | Pang be- 
cauſe Don Pedro, being an elderly Man, was 
too cautious to expoſe himſelf to the Dangers 
of an Enterprize of that Nature ; and there- 
fore when the Flota arriv'd in Spain from the 
Weſt-Indies (in which he had conſiderable _ 
Returns ) he ſet out from Faen to Sevil, un- 
der Pretence that his Preſence was . neceſlary 
there to clear his Plate at the Cuſtom-Houlſe, 
taking Gonzalo, and all other Men as 
tat 


» 
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| who, tho* apprehenſive of Clavela's Threats, 


_c#a, thinking that in Caſe Clavela ſhould 'go 
| about to contrive any Miſchief, let the. worſt 


pleaſure. As ſoon as Don Alonſo receiv'd Ad-0 


ty went to put in Execution what had been 
'*_ concerted between them. Donna Mencia did 


| the ſaw her Brother ſhow'd her an 11] Coun- 


 hervery narrowly all the while, ſent hisPage 
Abroad, and lock'd up the. Women Servants 
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that belonged to the Family with him, and 
leaving Don Alonſo only a Page to wait on 
him, Don Alonſo 1n the mean time had ſecret. 
ly got full Knowledge of his Siſter's Courtſhip, 
and ſeen her himfelf talking with Don Henry, 


yet Love ſurpaſling all Difficulties, in ſpight 
of all Dangers, continu'd to ſee: Donna Men- 


come to the worſt he could but own all, and 


declare that Donna Mencia was his Wife; 
which he would have done before, had ſhe 


not hindred him, for fear of her Father's Difl- 


vice, that his Father was at Sev:l, he prefent- 


not think herſelf ſafe by this time, becauſe 


tenance ; and thinking it her ſafeſt Way to 
prevent any future .Misfortune, one Day af- 
ter Dinner, when*her Brother was oone Into 
his Apartment, ſhe withdrew into the ſame 
Room where ſhe us'd to talk to Don Henry at 
the Window, and fate down to write to her 
Lover, deſiring he would ſee her that Night, 
to order their Aﬀairs. Don Alonſo obſerving 


into a Room, threatning to kill them if they 
made the leaſt Noiſe. This done he went 1n- 
to his Yiſter's Room, juſt as the had dane 

writing 
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writing the Letter, .ſo ſoftly that he ſurpriz'd 
her juſt as ſhe was going to ſeal it. He took 
and read it, and refuſing to. give Ear to any 
Thing the poor Lady could offer in her own 
Vindication, he went out locking the 
faſt after him, into the Street 5 here, he 
ſtay'd till he ſaw a Prieſt -paſs by, whom! he 
call'd, defiring him to go 1n and prepare a 
Woman who was like to dye;' the Prieft 
did ſo; and going in with Don Alonſo, 
was not a little ſurpriz'd\'to ſee no Body 
appear-about the Houſe. At laſt he came to 
the hack Room, which Don Alonſs open'd, and 
bid him ' go in and prepare that Woman, for 
ſhe muſt dye immediately: The Prieft ſtarted 
at ſo barbarous and*.unexpeted a Propoſal : 
and ask'd, why he would be guilty of ſuch 
an inhumane At ? Father, anſwerd Don 
Alonſo, that is no Buſmeſs of yours, nor will T 
give you an Account why I deſign to kill ber ; 
| all I defire'of you is, that you will prepare her, 
and if you will not do it, Zo about your Buft- 
neſs, - for T will kill ber without it, The Prieſt, 
tinding Don Alonſo reſolute, went in and pre- 
pared Donne Mencia, 'who did it with abun- .. 
dance of Tears, keeping him ſomewhat the 
longer to gain ſo much Life, - as he afterwardg 
told it. When the Prieſt had 'done his Ofice 
he went out, and endeavour'd, like a Chriſti- 
an, to divert Don Alonſo from his Deſign, re- 
preſenting to him, he ought to conſider that 
the Lady no way deſerv'd Death, as being 
guilty of no Crime, for all ſhe aim'd at was 

Turtle: | | Wedlock, 
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_ Wedlock, without any Thoughts of diſhonoy. 

_ ring their Family, and therefore bid him think 
on God and fear his Judgments. That ts all 
very well Father, anſ{wer'd the enraged Mad- 
man, I know whgt I have to do, and pray never 
pretend to give Advice to thoſe that do not ack 
#t. What I defire of you is, that you do not 
ſpeak one Word of what you have ſeeni®bere fir 


theſe eight Days to come, and if you happent if 


do the contrary, I will cut you into; Atoms, The Nj 
| Poor Prieſt-was ſo frighted at theſe Expreſl:- 
- ons, that by this time thinking himſelf in no 
leſs Danger than the poor wy Lady herſelf, 
he promis'd Obedience, and made all the Haſte 
He could out of the Houſe, not believing him- 
ſelf ſafe till he was at a good Diftance; 
and it was on Account of this Fear of his Life 
that he durſt not ſpeak a Word of it till all the 
Buſineſs was known Abroad. . When the. 
| Prieſt was gone, Don Alonſo went into the 
Room where the unfortunate Lady was, and 
ſtabb'd her to Death, and' then went . away, | 
locking the Door, and leaving the Key in it; 
his Page returning ſoon after, he gave him the 
Letter Donna Mencia had writ, ordering him 
to carry it to Don Henry, and tell him-his La- 
dy had order'd him to deliver it to him, which 
| done, he ſhould go to thoſe two Ladies, be- 
fore mention'd, where he us'd to viſit, and 
ſtay there till he came. - JS 
' Matters being thus order'd, he lock'dthe 
Street Door, and went to a Friend's Houſe 
( who was doubtleſs of the ſame Stamp with 
; LAS himſelf) 
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- himſelf ) Him he defir'd to bear him Compa- 
ny at. ight, becauſe he had Occaſion for 
| lis Aſſiſtance, and he complying with his 
Requeſt, he ftay'd with him till it was time 
to put in Execution what he had in his Mind, 
The Page deliver'd Donna Mezncia*s Letter to 
Don Henry, who gave him for Anſwer, by 
Word of Mouth, that he would do as his La- | 
dy dire&ed, and ſo the Page went away to | 
the Place where his Maſter had appointed 1 
| him. Don Henry was much ſurpriz'd to fee 
Don Alonſo's Page bring him the Letter; be- 
cauſe ever fince Gonzalo was gone with his 
Maſter to Sevil, Donna Mencia always ſent to 
him by a certain Maid ; ſo that had he not 
known his Miſtreſſes Hand, he could not but 
have ſuſpe&ed ſome- Fraud ; but he conclud- 
ed there muſt ' be ſomething extraordinary in 
it, fince ſhe - made uſe of another Meſſenger, 
and . conſequently was very impatient till the 
appointed Hour came, to put him out of 
Pain ; as. ſoon as ever the Clock ſtruck 
Twelve ( this/being the Hour the Lady us'd 
to talk with him) he went away to her 
dtreet alone, as he uſed to do, and coming to 
the Grate, .made' the uſual Signal which 
| having repeated ſeveral Times, without any- 
Anſwer, he thruſt againſt the Shutters, 
| which not being barr'd, flew open, and the 
Candle the unhappy Lady had lighted to ſeal 
her Letter, till burning, he ſpy'd her 
ſiretch'd out in an undecent Manner on the 
Ground, and wallowing in her own bg rol 
— 
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This Sight ſtruck fuch a Terror into hig 
Heart, that he had not Power to ſtir, byt 
' ſtood trembling like one. ſeiz'd with a ſudden; 
Fit of an Ague. By this Time Don Alonſo and' 
his Friend, were come into the Street, but 
could not ſee any Thing of what had happend | 
to Don Henry, becauſe the Candle was juſt 
\ burnt out, yet perceiving Don Henry at the 
Window, they divided themſelves to ſecure 
him, beyond all probability of making his 
Eſcape, ſo that before he could recover him- 
ſelf of the Conſternation he was in, they both: 
run him through at once, and after he-was 
down, gave him two and twenty Wounds 8 
more, leaving him. for dead upon the Spot, 
and then betook them to Flight, - becauſe the 
Neighbours hearing the Noiſe began to come 
out with their Lights. Don Alonſo went away 
to the two before mention'd Ladies, and his 
Friend - took Sanfuary in a Monaſtery. The 
People. that flock'd about, found Don Hemy 
ſenſeleſs, and ns they were contriving to carry 
him Home, being well known to them all, the 
Magiſtrates came, - and upon Examination 
could find nothing, but that the People ran 
out upon hearing the Noiſe, and found him 
as they ſaw; yet perceiving. him to be not 
quite ; ry they carry'd him Home, where 
being dreſs'd was put to Bed, he lay till Morn- þ 
ing before he came to himſelf. By the 
Strength of ſome Cordials they gave him, he 
reviv'd, and then defir'd a Prieft might be i 
ſent for to prepare him for Death, a 
T | 4 
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alſo to ſpeak With the Governour of the City 
at the ſame Time ; being both come, he de- 
 clar'd what he had ſeen the Night before, de- 
firing they would ſend to Don Peadro's and | 
break open the Doors, to be ſatisfied whether 2 
what he had ſeen was aQually True, or an Et- | | 
£|& of his Fancy only, though he could not | 
but think it was too certain, as well by Rea- | 
ſon of the Letter deliver'd to him, and the | 
Wounds he had receiv'd ; and whilſt the Go- | 
vernour went. to ſearch the Houſe, he finding 
\ his preſent State very Dangerous, made his 
Preparation for another World. 'The Gover- 
nour and his Officers went to Don Pedro's, 
and receiving no Anſwer, after much knock- 
ing at the Door, they broke it open, went in, 
found no Body in any of the Rooms, till they 
came to Donna Mencia's Cloſet, where,-as has 
been ſaid, the Key was in the. Door, and ha- 
ving open'd it, diſcover'd the unfortunate 
Lady in the Poſture Don Henry had deſcrib'd ; 
cloſe to her was a little Table, with Pen, 
Ink and Paper, and on a Sheet of it was writ, 
T kilPd ber, that ſhe might not defile my noble 
Blood with that of a Peaſant. Don Alonſo, * 
They ſearch'd all the Houſe for- more Peo- 
ple, and in the fartheſt Chamber of another 
Apartment, which was oppoſite to.that where 
the dead Lady lay, they heard {ome Cries, 
and opening the Door, found all the Fem-le 
Servants there, of whom they could learn no 
more, than ot Don Alonſo having calld them 
together the Day before, had .ihut them v2 
on there, 
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there, threatning them with intmediate Death, 
if they cry:d out. The Body of Donna 'Men- 
cia was depoſited in the Pariſh Church till 

. farther.Order; :all the Goods were fſeiz'd, n 
Hue and Cry ſent after Don Alonſo, and Di- 
re&ions to Sevil at the ſame time for ſe- 
_ curing of . Don Pedro, but he was f1oon ac- 
_ quitted by Reaſon of his Abſence, and ftay'4 
at Sevil on Pretence he would not ze the 
Place where his dear Daughter had been 
| Murder'd. The News being ſpread all about 
the City of Faen ; the Prieft who had pre- 
par'd Donna Mencia for Death, appear'd and 
told what had happen'd to him. Don Hemy 
was at Death's Door, but it pleas'd God he 
recover'd and became a Religions Man, and, 
new built and adorn'd the Monaſtery of vt. 
Francis, which before was very Poor, and a 
Chappel 1n it, with a curious Vault, unto 
which he remov'd the Body of his intended I 
Bride. 
| Don Alonſo, after having lain -conceaÞ'd with 
| his Page eight Days in the Houſe of thoſe two 
Ladies we have before ſpoken of, with Cla- 
 wela,, and being well furniſh'd with Money 
and Jewels he had ſecur'd for this Purpoſe, 
left his Page behind him aſleep, and went 
away to Sevil, to take leave of his Father, 
and ſo to travel to Barcelona, where he pur- 
poſed to imbark for Italy. When the Page WW 
wak'd and hear'd his Maſter was gone, he 
went about the City, telling every Body that 
his Maſter had been eight Days 1n that F uſe 
— ; and 
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ard that he had heard;them talk of his youns 
Lady's Death, and the wounding of Don Hen- 
ry; for which thoſe Ladies were ſecur'd, and 
had certainly been put upon the Rack, had not 
_ their Money prevail'd before the Court of Ju- 
ſtice, Don Alonſos Friend perceiving there 
was no Evidence againſt him, only they two 
being privy to the Matter ; appear'd Abroad 

_ again, as ſoon as the Hurly-burly was a little 

OVEr. Toro Foo | 

Don Alonſo ſtay'd but two Days, with his 
Father in Sevil, as knowing there was a Pro- 
clamation out againſt him, and that he was 


condemn'd to forfeit his Head, and therefore 


he thought fit to loſe no Time, but haſted 
away to Barcelona, where he embark'd, and 
| had a good Voyage to Naples, There he took 
a Commiſhon im the Army, that he might 
not be look'd upon as an idle Perſon without 
Imployment, and being plentifully ſupply'd 
by his Father, liv'd a lewd Life in Gamung 
and all other Manner of Debaucheries. 'To 
help forward in his vicious Courſe of Life, he 

contracted Friendſhip with a certain Mungrel, 
the Son of a Spaniard and a Neapolitan Wo- 
man, a moſt debauch'd Wretch in all Reſpes, 
who flatter'd and humour'd Don. Alonſo, be- 
cauſe he found him fluſh of Money ; his 
Name was Mark Antony, and tho' never ad- 
' mitted into holy Orders, nor in the leaſt fit 
for it, he wore a Prieſt's Habit, becauſe he 
bad got ſome ſmall Church Revenue for his 
Sublultance. As ſoon as Don Pedro heard 7s 
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his Son was at Naples, and in the Army, he 
obtained for him Letters of Recommendation 
to the Viceroy, who beſtow'd a better Com- 
miſſion upon him; fo that finding himſelf 
eaſy, he had fo far forgot Divine Juſtice, 
and his Siſter's Innocent Blood he had ſhed, 
that he now began to think of making Love, ll 
which he had never done before, for tho' he i 


had an Intrigue with Clavela, that was rather iſ 


Luft thin Gallantry. There was at this 
Time, a Gentleman at Naples in half Pay, 
whoſe Name was Don Ferdinand de Annaſco, a 
Spaniard, Nobly Born, who had been Cap- 
tain of Foot. This. Gentleman had once -a MW 
Son, who marry'd & Lady of Quality, by WB 
whom he left five Daughters at . his Death. 
Don Ferdinand knowing his Daughter-in-law 
and Grandchildren to be unprovided, took 
them Home to him. The two Eldeſt be- 


came Nuns in the Monaſtery of the Concepti- 


on in that City, becauſe as they were fitting 
together one Night, a 'Thunderbolt fell be- 

twixt them, without hurting either, which 
| fo terrify'd them, that "mw would not ſtay MW 
any longer in the World: Two others were 
marry'd to two Captains, only for their Beau- 
_ ty, without any Portions. There ſtill re- 

-main'd the youngeſt and moſt Beautiful of 
them, call'd Donna Ana, being ſcarce Fifteen 
Years of Age ; her Grandfather having ſpent 
what little he had in putting the other two 
into the Monaſtery, had nothing left for her, 
ard was icarce able to keep her clean and 
on neat 


/ 
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eat in Cloaths; 
fuch was her Beauty, that though there were 
many fine Women in the City, ſcarce any 


one would or durſt compare with her in that 


Point. Her Hour was not yet come, but her 
ill Fate waited near at Hand. Don Alonſo ſaw 
and fell in Love with her, courted her with. 


all the Wiles Men make uſe of in ſuch Caſes; 
Unhappy thoſe Women that believe them ! 
And thrice unhappy Donna Ana, in being leet! 
by Don Alonſo ! Donna Ana was well Born, 


Modeſt, Chaſte and Beautiful, but what did it 
all avail her fince ſhe was born to be Unfortu- 
nate. She gave him ſome Countenance, in 


the firſt Place, becauſe ſhe knew who he was, 


and what a great Eſtate he was Heir to after 


his Father's Death ; and in the next Place, 
becauſe as to his Perſon, he was ſufficiently 


deſerving to be belov'd, and therefore ſhe re- 


folv'd to try her Fortune, to ſee if ſhe could 
ſucceed as her Siſters had done ; however ſhe. 


allow'd him no other Favour than to let him 
ſee her at a Window, and liſten to the Muſick 


he wou'd entertain her with in the Street, for 


in Italy this' is much more prafis'd than in 
any other Place. 2, 


Thus Don Alenſo made uſe of all his Arts 


to Enſnare the poor innocent Creature, and to 
bring her to Slaughter, without refle&ting 
how he had already Butcher'd his Bexutifal 


Siſter Donna Mencia. He paſs'd many doleful 


Days in melancholly Thoughts. of Love, be- 
ing almoſt in Deſpair becaule he could gain no 
TT Es bo -..--  arther 
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farther Favour than what has been alrea 
declar'd. His Friend Mark Antbony knew: all 
this while nothing of this Aﬀair, till finding 
him Melancholly andalmoſt Deſperate, he ſaid, 
Tho I might with juſt Reaſon complain of your 
Friendſhip, Don Alonſo, which I bave all the 
Reaſon in the World to ſuſpe& is not fmcere, 
ſince you conceal your Love from me, till T diſ- 
cover it of my own Accord: yet I will take a 
Exceptions at it, but rather have Compaſfion of 
your preſent Condition, and offer my Service 
towards bringing you Relief, being fatisffd 
there is no Man in the Kingdom of Naples that 
_ ean ſooner make you Maſter of what you De- 
fire than my ſelf, but I muſt firſt of all know 
what it 1s you aim at in courting of Donna Ana 
de Annaſco, for if you deſign any thing leſs than 
to make her your Wife, I can aſſure you you will _ 
 Tofſe both your Time and Labour, by Reaſon that 
' Donna Ana has much more. in her, than what 
you admire in ber Beauty ;, beſides her Me- 
deftly and Vertue, ſhe is nothing inferior to you 
in Birth, for ber Father was a Knight of the 
Order of Santiago, which is a ſufficient Tefti- 
mony of bis Quality. She is not Rich, for For- 
tne is often guilty of that Folly of beſiows 
ing Wealth where it is leaſt deſerv'd, and 
forgetting the more Worthy. So that if you 
zntend her for a Miſtreſs, IT adviſe you to des 
fiſt from that Madneſs, for when you have fo 
lowd her never ſo long youll get na more than 
what yau have done already ;, but if you will 
rake ber for your Wife ( as ſos mell eferves ) 
6 Fa. fre54 
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ave it to-me, and before fix Days are wer 
you ſhall-lnave ber in your Arms. Do not take 
me 10: be ſo ſtupid, my Friend, Mark Antony, 
anſwer? d Dom Alonſo, as to: think I foould 
«2urt, Donna: Ana, any otherwiſe than for a 

Wife ; for Þ am ſatisfi'd I ſhall not be admitted 
»pon any other Terms"; and tho” her want of 
Fortune, which I am no Stranger to, might en- 

_ gage me to putt away ſuch Thoughts, yet I do 

_ not value that, tho? my Father's covetous Tem- 

per o_ crerb me, for, God be prais'd, I bave 
enough for us both, and my Father bas no'other 
but me, I value Donna Ana for ber Beauty, 
Birth and Virtue, and therefore defpre, That, 
laying afide all Diflaſte you may have taken on 
Account of” my concealing my Love from yor, 
fince you ſay it is in your Power, you will make 
me Maſter of her Perfe&ions, which will ren- 
der me a moft: happy Man. Mark Antony pro- 
mis'd fo ta do, and manag'd it ſo. well, by in- 
forming Don. Ferdinand. how Advantageous 
it would: prove to his Family to have Don 
Alonſo for his' Son»in-law, of what Quality, 
and how: Rich he was, that before a Month 
was over. Don: Alonſo was Betrothed. to Donna 
Ana, {fo much to her own, her Mother's, and 
Grandmother's Satisfa&ion, that they now 
thought they could wiſh for nothing more in 
this World, Don Pedra having lately fent his 

Son fame conſiderable Supplies, he furnith'd 
bis Apartment in the ſame Houſe where Don 

 Ferdinand'liv'd, and only: parted from his by 
a Gallery. Donna Ana improving in her gay 


ſet off her Beauty in its utmoſt Luſtre, and 
Don Alonſo by his SatisfaQion the firſt Year, 
ſhow'd what a good Choice he had made. Be- 
fore that Term was well expir'd, they were 
bleſs'd with a Son, whom they call'd like his 
_ Grandfather Don Pedro, and Donna Ana ſuck- 
led him herſelf. Don Alonſo would not for 
the World that his Father ſhould know he 
was marry d, fearing he would be- diſguſted; 
and ſtop. the great Remittances he conſtantly 
ſent him; but as there never wants buſy 
Perſons, who will be medling in what does 
not concern them, tho* they do never ſomuch 
Miſchief ; fome Body or other took Care to 
ſend his Father Word, whono ſooner heard of 
it, but flying out into a -Rage, he writ hima 
very haughty Letter, bidding him never. 
to call himſelf any more his Son, or look up- 
on him as a Father, ſince he had marry'd a 
poor Woman, ſuch a one as was. a Diſgrace to 
his Family, when he expeQed he ſhould have 
got him a Daughter-in-law that ſhould add 


Honour to his Houſe ;, that if he were near | 


him, he would do by him as he had done by | 
his Siſter ; but that ſince he was ſo well plea- 
Ted with his beautiful Bride, he might well 
enough live without eating, or get 1t as he 
. could, for he did not deſign to ſend him one 
\ Croſs more, but would take Care fo to dil- 
patch his Eſtate, that when he came to dye 
there ſhould be nothing left ; for he would ra- 
ther play it away at Cards, than that Donne 
Ang de Sinaſts ſhould enjoy the leaſt Share g- It. 

| s on 


ABT) 
Don Alonſo being highly concern'd at his 
Father's Diſpleaſure, began now every Day 
more and more to ſtifle his Love, in ſpight of 
all his former Fondneſs, and heartily re- 


pented his being marry'd, which plainly ap- - 


pear'd by- his unkindneſs to his Wife. Donne 
Ana knew not the Reaſon of this ſudden 


Change, and bitterly lamented her Huſband's 


Inconſtancy : But at length found out the 
Cauſe thereof ; for Don Alonſo, overcome by 
her Importunity ſhow'd her his Father's Let- 


ter. The Mask being once off, and Donne 


Ana being made ſenfible of the Occaſion, his 


Diſkindneſs ſoon chang'd into a perfe& Ha- 


 tred ; for he would at every Turn upbraid her 
with her Poverty, eſpecially when the Mo- 


ney he had gather'd before, being ſpent, his 
Wife's Cloaths and Jewels began to go, ſome: 


for Bread, and others to ſupply his Extrava- 
gancies. The poor Gentlewoman was at laſt 
reduc'd to ſuch Extremities, that ſhe was 


forc'd to diſmiſs her Servants, and do all the 
Work of the Houſe her ſelf, unleſs ſometimes 


Her Mother's Maid came to help her; and the 
worſt of all was, that ſhe would have even 


wanted a Meal many Times, had not her 


Mother and Grandmother ſent it her. Theſe 


Wants had ſuch Effe& on Don Alonfo, that he 


now hated her more than ever he loved her 
before, and: wiſh'd with all his Heart to be 
rid of her, believing that he might then be re- 
{tor'd to his Father's Favour and Afﬀedction. At 


aft, by the Advice and Encouragement of his | 


Friend , 
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Friend, ' Mark. Antony, he refolv'd toſet him. 
ſelf free at once ; - and: both bemg agreed ups 
on the. Manner of doing it, 'they however de. 
ferr'd the Execution: tilF the; Depaztare of the 
Count de Lemos the then Vicetoy,..who was 
about returning to Spain, leaving the. Duke of 
Tauriſano to govern mm his Placez.t1H the Duke 
of Oſfuna, who was to-ſueceed him, came ouy 
of Sz6ily. Wretched, Youth ! Whilſt the inno- 
cent Blood of your Sifter is ſtillcrying aloud 
for Vengeance againſt you, you are contriving 
how to ſhed that of your virtuous Wife. The 
Time of Embarkment being come, which was 
to be by Night, Don Alonſo. went Home with 
his wicked Friend, and told Donna: Ana, who 
had juſt laid her Child to ſleep upon the Bed, 

' the ſhould go along. with him to-ſee the Vice» 
Foy embark, and they would be back before 
the Child wak'd. Donna Ana took this.as an 
extraordinary. Favour amidſt all the late'Un- 
kindneſs, and therefore ſhutting the Door of 
her Apartment, and putting the' Key 1into-her 
Pocket, that ſhe night not difturb-her Mother 
or Grandfather at her Return, call'd at ' theiy 
Door to defire them they would leave the 
Street Door open, becauſe the was going. with 
Don Alonſo and Mark. Antony to lee the Vice- 
roy embark, and ſo ſhe went her Way. As 
foon as Donna Ana. was gone, the Maid ſaid 
to her Mother, Madam, why do:you: let Donr 
na Ana go Abroad at this Time of Night, when 
po other Women of Quality will appear in the 
Streets of this City. The Mother ——_ G 
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| She goes with ber Husband, and who can find 
Fault with it 2 This ſaid, they went to Bed, 
little dreaming of the Miſchief that was like 
to befall her. 
| Donna Ana came to the Shore attefided b 
| her two Enemies, and having ſtaid there till 
Ten of the Clock, when the Viceroy was 1m- 
bark'd, and ſome 'of the Galleys gone off, (tho? 
ſome ſtay'd behind to take in the Reſt of the 
Paſſengers ) ſhe was very preſſing to go Home 
again, being in great Care for her Child ; 
Mark Antony then defir'd her and Don Alonſo 
to ſtep to his Lodging and take a Collation, 
which ſhe was forc*d to accept of, tho? Donna 
Ana would have excus'd herſelf with the Care 
of her Child, and Don Alonſo falſely pretend- 
ed to dothe fame, as afterwards they both con- 
telsd. They went, and being let in by an 
old Woman that waited on Mark Antony, 
walk'd into a little Garden, where a Table 
was cover'd, and on it a ys e and ſome other 
_ Things, Being ſeated, Mark Antony cary'd 
about, and giving a Part to the old , "ranking 
bid her leave them there, and go eat her Sup- 
per and to Bed, for he would lock the Door 
and take the Key with him, to come in 
when he had ſeen his Friends Home. Don- 
na Ang eating ſome of the Pye, Don Alonſa 
pretended to riſe for ſomething he wanted, and 
- coming behind her, with a great Knife he had 
+ on purpoſe, chopp'd off her Head 


_ at one Stroke; this done they caſt her Body 


eo 4 Wer that was in the Garden, and the | 
Knife 


- ons 
Knife after her,- and taking up the Head went 
their Way, locking the Door and leaving the 
Key under it. They: made all the haſte they 


could to the Shore, where they dug a Hole in i 


a Cave and bury'd the Head, and then got 
Aboard a Galley that was haſting after the 
Viceroy, Let. them go, for God's Vengeance 
is fure to purſue them. [54 

After Midnight the Child, Donna Ana had 
left aſleep, wak'd, being then a Year old, and 
 miſling his Mother began to cry, which wak'd 
the Grandmother, but not imagining his Mo- 


| ther to be ſtill Abroad at that Time of the 


Night, and believing ſhe was only in a ſound 
Sleep, ſhe took no more Notice for the pre- 

fent; the Child being tir'd gave over crying, 
_ and fo the Grandmother fell aſleep again ; but 
wak'd in the Morning much frighted to hear 
the Child tearing its Throat with crying ;. fo 
the got up, made haſte to put on her Cloaths, 
and went out to ſee what ail'd the Infant; 


having knock'd very hard at the Camber-door | | 


for ſome Time, and no Body anſwering, ſhe 
began to ſuſpe& ſome Diſaſter, calPd Don Fer- 
dinand and a Servant, broke open the Door, 
and finding no Body but the little Babe, this 
was ſuffictent to heighten their Suſpicion ; 

the Grandmother took the Child, calld a 

Neighbour to give it ſuck, and laid it to fleep, 

whilſt Don Ferdinand dreſs'd himſelf and went 
Abroad to enquire after Don Alonſo, but no 
Body could tell the leaſt 'Tydings of him. 
Whilſt this was doing at Donng 4na's Houle, 
PT Wo Ons | _  anothex 
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another Diſcovery was made at Mark Antony's ; 
for the old Woman getting up and going into 
| her Maſter's Bed-Chamber' found him not 
| there, but this being no new Thing to her ſhe 
- was not much {urptized thereat, becauſe he 
us'd to ſtay Abroad at other Times ; all her 
Amazement was when ſhe came \into the Gar- 
den and found the Table and the Chair the 

Woman had fate in all coverd with Blood ; 
| for tho' ſhe knew Don Alonſo, as being her 
Maſter's Friend, ſhe did not- know he was 
marry*d, or if ſhe did, ſhe did not know his 
Wife ; being much ſtartled at ſo unexpeted 
a Sight, ſhe putaway the Table, -and going to 
the Street Door, found the Key, and at laft 
"taking a Bucket, and letting it down into 2 
Well to draw Water, ſhe found the Bucket 
reſted upon the murder'd Body, which ſtuck 
acroſs the narrow Part of the Well, and was 
not come to the Water. Having labour'd in 
vain to get it down, ſhe drew it out again, 
and faftning a lighted Candle to the Rope, pus 
that down to ſee what 1t was that ſtopp'd the 
Bucket, and perceiv'd the Bulk, which tho? 
it ſeem'd a Humane. Body, yet the could nog 
diſcern who 1t was. In this Fright ſhe let go 
the Rope, and ran out into the Street roaring 
and bellowing like one diſtrated with Fear, 
till all the Neighbours and People that were 
pafling by gathering together, got ſome Body 
to go down into the Well, who brought up the 
Body without a Head. The old Woman, by 
-Me Cloaths, knew it to be the ſame Wounn 
ES ie 


-. © 486-3 
ſhe had ſeen at Supper with her Maſter: and 
| Don Alonſo, but could give no Account who 
| ſhe was. The Magiſtrates were no ſooner ac- 
quairited with the Matter but' they ſecurd 
' the old Woman; till they could get better In- 
formation, and feiz'd all Mark Antony's Move- 
ables, which it is likely were of no great V- 
Iue, and carry'd the Body to the great Square» 
before the Palace, to fee whether any Body 
knew it, after having firſt ſearch'd' for the 
Head in the Well, but found only the Knife: 
When the Body was plac'd in the Middle of 
the Square on a Bier, all the Soldiers flock'd 
| to view it, and Don Ferdinand de Anaſco among 
the reſt, who preſently knew his Daughter, 
and crying out aloud, faid, Alas, my deat 
| Child, my Heart has long ago foreboded thit 
Diſafter, but I would not beheve it : and fo he 
caus'd it to be carry'd Home, where we will 
- Not pretend to follow it, to repreſent to you | 
what Reception the Mother gave it ; every 
one may imagine her Sorrow, for it 18 aboye 
my Talent to deſcribe it. She ran inme- 
diately to - the Viceroy to demand Juſtice, 
who pittying her Tears, ſent a large Boat, 
with ſome Files of Muſqueteers under the 
Command of Don Antonio de Lerma, after the 
Gallies, with Letters to the Marqueſs de San- 
7a Cruz, General of the Gallies, defiring him 
to-deliver up the Criminals. However this 
took up ſome Days, during which ſearch was iſ 
made after the Head, but it could +3 | 
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| found; To tliat they were fain to bury the 
The Soldiers fent after the Galleys,. agy 
whom was a Nephew of Don Ferdinand's, 
could not overtake the Galleys, tho? oy us'd 
all poſſible Means before they cane to Genoa; 
where when they arriv'd, an Accident hap- 
pen'd, which evidently Thow*'d that Divine 
Vengeance, provok'd by Don Alonſ?”s repeated 
Crimes, would no longer defer bringing him 
to condign Puniſhment for the Innocent Blood 
of his Siſter and Wife. The Thing fell out 
thus, When the Galleys came to an Anchor 
in the Harbour, all that' could went a Shore 
to refreſh themſelves after the Fatigues of the 
| Sea, knowing they were to continue there 
three or four Days 3 among the reſt, Dow 
. Alonſo and his wicked Friend Mark Antony, 

went out to a Hoſier's Shop, ' to buy ſome filk 

Stockings, and having a great Parcel of ſeveral 
Colours laid hefore them, to pick and chuſe, 
the Devil put into Don Alonſo's Head to filch 
a Pair of blew Ones, and his Friend another 
Pair. The Hofier happening to miſs them, be- 

| fore they went out of the Shop, call'd out 
Thieves, and his Neighbours and Servants com- 
ing tohis Aſliſtance, they wereſecur'd, the Stoc- 
kins found upon them, and they committed ta 
Goal to be proſecuted as, Thieves. Here they 
were when thoſe ſent after them came and de- 
liver'd their Letters to the Marqueſs De San- 
te CGruz, He order'd they ſhould be found 

Qut and dehver'd to thoſe that come for em, 
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- which was done accordingly, and they were 
* carry'd back to Naples. Upon Examination, 
. thay Confels'd the whole Fat, Don Alonſo 
addmng, It was but juſt his Life ſhould attone, 
- not. only for the Murder of his Wife, but alſo 

for that of his Siſter ; and that Providence 
had permitted him to commit that freſh Crime 
at Genoa, for no other End than to bring him 
to. condign Puniſhment for all his Offences; 
but that as he hop'd for Mercy at the Divine 
Tribunal, he ſhould never have had the Heart 
' to have murder'd his Wife, had he not- been 
perſuaded to it by his Friend Mark Antony, 
who told him that was the only Way to ap- 
 peaſe his Father's Anger, - and had contriv'd 
the whole Method of putting it in Execution, 
which it had pleas'd God to ſuffer him to 
perform, that his Life might pay for both, 
He farther added that for above two Months 
. paſt, he never ſlept but he dreamt thar he ſaw | 
his Siſter threatning him with a Knife, He 
was condemn'd to be beheaded, and Mark An- 
_ Zony to be hang'd, andthe next Day they were 
both cacry*dat once to Execution. Don Alon- 
ſo was ſo diſmay'd that he could ſcarce fit the 
Mule he went on, but they were forc'd to 
hold him up, but Mark Antony ſeeing him fo 
 faint-hearted, cry'd out to him, What's the 
| Matter, Don Alonſo, had you Courage enough 
to kill, and now none left to dye £ He an- 
ſwer'd, Alas ! Mark Antony, had I known 


what it was to dye, I bad never kil'd. When | 


he came to the Scaffold, he hegg'd ſome ſmall 
” w” Reſpite 


— 


Crap) 


Reſpite of the Execution, and then declar'd 
' where Donna Anas Head was bury'd, deſiring 
it might be brought, which being done, 
he took it into his Hands, and with a Flood 
of Tears, ſaid, Now Donna Ana my gprilty. 
Life is juſt upon the Point to attone for your 
L 


mnnocent Death. IT can make you no other Sa- 
tisfaftion than this. Having fo ſaid, he fain- 
ted away, by which it appear'd he bore her 
no il] Will, but that his Father's Cruelty, and * 
Mark Antony's Advice ptevail'd with him to 
murder her. To Conclude Don Alonſo gave 
up one Life in Satisfaction for two Murders. 
Mark Antony ſuffer*d Death alſo, but with fo 
little Concern, that when Don Alonſo ſent for 
Donna Ana's Head, he ask'd,” What they ſtay'd 
for > And being told the Reaſon ; anſwer'd, 
My Friend is well ſet to work, he had beſt ſend 
next for his Siſter's Head alſo, to Jaen. Let us 
bave done, Gentlemen, o T hate all Delays , 
and am in haſte, tho' it be to dye. The News 
of Don Alonſo's Death being ſent to Sevtl, the 
Letter was juſt deliver'd to. his Father as 
he was playing with ſome Friends. When he 
had read it, he took the Cards, ſhuffled and 
dealt about ; then" looking into his Hand, 
without the leaſt concern, ſaid, I had rather 
have a Son beheaded, than ill Marryed +, and 
then fell to play again, as if he had receiv'd 
no ſuch News. But God who ſooner or later 
puniſhes Pride and Cruelty, ſuffer'd him nor 
. toeſcape unpuniſh'd ; for before a Month was 
over, his Servants gong one Morning 5-4 
: ly 
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His Chamber to dreſs him, found he was CEE" 
in his Bed, leaving a great Eſtate to his 
Grandſon, whoſe Mother he fo much hated, 
'The Servants gave immediate Information 
thereof to the Magiſtrates, who put_ all his 
_ Eftate into the Hands of Truſtees, for the 
' Uſe of his Grandſon, and ſent Word to Don. 
Ferdinand, of Don Pedro? s Death. Upon this 
News, Don Ferdi nand, and his Dau -» ter-in- 
__ taw, left Italy and. came away to Sevil, with, 
the young Heir, where he liy'd many _Years, 
in fall and quiet Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Eſtate, 
| by the Name of Don Pedro Portocarrero y 
p 5-0 and left it afterward. to his Children. 
"The Truth of this Relation is well known to. 


many yet living in Sevil, Faen and Naples. 


a= ene acne meneSyng 
TY ON Lifardo and Don Felix, two young 
4 I Gentlemen of Quality, and very con- 
' fiderable Eſtates, were bred up toge- 
ther at the Famous Univerſity of Salamanca 
In Spain; where contraQting a niore than ordi- 
nary Friendſhip, the ſame was afterwards 
much improv'd by their ſerving together in the 
Spaniſh Armies in the Low-Conuntries. Don Fe 
tix was call'd liome firſt - by the Death of his 
Father, -to take Poſſefſion of a moſt plentiful 

' Fortune. His Houſe was at Ocanna, a noted 
Town, . about Nine Leagues from Mzarid, 
containing Five. Monaſteries of Friers, and as 
many of Nuns, with about Two thouſand 0- 
ther Inhabitants. Aranjues a moſt delightful 
Houſe of the Kings of Spain, on the, River 
Tagi, which, Beaufifies. and Waters its Gar- 
Gardens, is but" Two Leagues from Ocanna. 
Thither Don Ppiix.us'd to teſcrr frequently. 
for his Diverſion, -as is done by all the Gen- 
tlemen and Ladies of the Country tlicreabout. 
Walking from one delightful place to another, 
one day he at laſt went into an Ifland the Ri- 
ver ; forms, near that Place ; and coming to a 
ns 4 + _ curious 
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curious Fountain, Nobly adorn'd with abun- 
dance of Excellent Figures of ſeveral- Beaſts, 
cut in Marble, he diſcover'd a Lady lying on 
the Graſs, and ſo. much taken up in Contem- 
plating her own Beauty in the Water, that it 
was hard to gueſs whether ſhe: were a living 
Creature or a Statue. The noiſe he made as 
he was drawing nearer, awak*d her out of 
that Rapture ſhe ſeem'd to be in, and made 
her look up, not without ſome ſurprize..- He 
courteouſly addreſs'd himſelf to her with this 
advice, not to gaze fo attentively at her own 
Beauty, leſt ſhe ſhould happen to fall in love 
with her ſelf ; for the ſight of ſo charming a 
Nimph, and the Chryſtal Water could not 
but put him in mind of the Story of Narci/ſus. 
All the Anſwer ſhe return'd to his pleaſing 
Addreſs, was a modeſt Bluſh, and gravely 
walking away, ſhe ſoon overtook a Company 
of Ladies, oa were diverting themſelves in 
the Walks, and with whom ſhe entred into 
Converſation ; Don Felix knew them all, they 
| being his Neighbours, in the Town of Ocanna, 
except only the oy he follow'd, and who 
had already taken poſſeſſion of his Heart. Some 
of The Company ſoon told, who ſhe was, by 
whom he underſtood that her Pirth was not 


Inferior to her Beauty ; and that the reaſon of 
her being unknown to him, was becauſe ſhe 
had been bred under her Father at Madrid, 
nd was then newly come with him to Ocan- 
na. From that very minute he let ſlip no Op- 
portunity of making his AﬀeRion STR. to 
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her, and proved ſo ſucceſsful in his Addreſſes, 


that ſhe accepted” of him for her Lover, and 
they ſpent many Nights together, at a low 
Window of her Father's Houſe, which look'd 
into a Garden. They hitherto in every thing 

proved fortunate and ſucceſsful in their Loves, 


without the leaſt obſtacle, when Jealoufic 
raifed , ſuch a ſtorm of Diſcontent , as in 
all probability might have deftroy'd their fu- 
tur# Hopes, and aQually diſturb'd their pre- 


ſent happineſs : For Don. Felix having made 
- his Addreſſes before, to another Lady in Ocan- 


na;ſhe to revenge his preſent ſlight,told his new 


Miſtreſs, whoſe Name was Laura , all that 


had paſs'd between them, extolling his De- 


 clarations of Love to her, and magnifying 
the Obligations 'and Engagements they had 
made to one another, This Relation had ſuch 


an effe& upon Lzura, that ſhe for ſeveral days 
ſhut her ſelf up, utterly forbearing to be ſeen, 


by Don Felix, or to give Ear to what ever he 

could alledge in his qwn behalf. 7 
This was the poſture of his Affairs, when 

his Old Friend Don Liſardo return'd from 


Flanders, and being then fſolliciting to be 2d- 


mitted to the Honour of a Knight of Santiago, 


as a reward of his Services,follow'd the Court, 
to the above mention'd Noble Palace of Aran- 


Jues,” There Doan Felix met, and finding 


him but indifferently accommoJated in an Inn, 


invited him over to his Houſe at Ocanna, the 
nearneſs whereof would well allow of lying 
there, and going over daily to Aranjuez, to fol- 

nr Mo K 3 x low 


l __ — S_ 
" — PE EIT 


——_ . 
w—_ _—— 


. 
wr bb I I IS ron > et one ro _ 


—_ = - 
w dy x v © I Su a. - 
Uo LR a W__ os = 
<< - AV. 7 ———— CO ne - 19—_ ———_ re 
ps Int” ao _y ——___ peg ee _-O A 


pg — RR _ 


21g <A IT AC 
+ © + net tins” 


. = 
_—_ > — Om er SOA > 00 EI 4 coao gc 
p_—_— 4 A - 


b] 
# . 
; -F 
t. 
I 


low his Buſineſs. at Court, - In the. way bes 
tween theſe two places 1s a Monaſtery, and} 
It a pleaſant Walk planted on both. ſides, with 
| Shady Poplars. One Morning.early, as. he was | 
paſſing by this pleaſant Place , he. ſpy'd 
a Lady cloſe yeil'd, and faluting her courts: | 
ouſly, but with. a deſign: to: go on his way, 
without giving her, any Interruption, ſhe Fr 
1s 
ch 


turn'd an obliging Anſwer, calling him-by 
Name, at which he could nox, but be mych 
ſurpriz'd, being ſo great a Stranger in: that 
place. She kept him ſome. time in Diſcourſe, 
but all the Intreaties he could make were not. 
ſufficient to. prevail with her,to ſhew her Face, 
or permit hum to ſee. her home ; but ſhe. pro- 
misd to meet: him there the next Day., They 
met accordingly, hot. only. that : Day , , but 
at ſeveral other times, till he growing 1mpatt- 
ent to be kept FA Jong .in Ignorance, refolv'd 
to follow her and diſcover where ſhe liv'd. His | 
Reſolution was fo. xt, that. all ſhe could ny 
did not diſſwade him , that ſo ſhe ſaw her ſelf 
neceſlitated, to fatisfie. his Curioſity in {+ wi 


meaſure, to unveib and give him a Sight of 
Face, upon Condition that he would not\urge 
her any further to know where ſhe |liv'd. 
The View of ſuch" an Incomparable Beauty as 
diſcover'd it | ſelf.to his fight, had been ſuffi- | 
ent to draw him after her, rather than make 
him deſiſt, butthat being a Man of Honour, 
he would not eyen - for his own Satisfaction 
diſoblige a_ fair Lady, beſides that he had her 
Promiſe to fee kum- again,. and that he ſhould 


know 


ou TR Fon 
know who ſhe was, as ſoon as poſſibly it might 
be done to avoid certain Inconveniences. . 
The Lady, who thus held Don Lifardo in 
fuſpenſe, was Marcella, Siſter to Don Felix, 
whom he kept in an Apartment of the Houle, 
remote from his own ; ſo that his Friend had 
never had the opportunity of «ſeeing her, tho' 
at the ſame time, being told by her Brother, 
that he expe&ed ſuch a Gueſt, had taken 
care to fee him, and liking his Perſon, 
carry*'d on the Intrigue we have mention'd, | 
with fach Caution, for Fear of her Brother. 
Don Liſardo returning home from his laſt In- 
terview with the unknown Lady, was giving 
_ Don Felix an Account of his Adventure, little 
dreaming that his Friend's Siſter was the very 
Perſon he was engag'd with. She in the mean 
while having been abroad ſo early without 
her Brothers Knowledge, the better to keep 
him in. Ignorance, was coming to his Apart- 
- tient; but perceiving his Gueſt was with him 
 ſtopt, behind the Hanging which cover'd the 
Door, to liſten to their Diſcourſe. Her Curio- 
 fity provid adyantageous , for ſhe heard the 
Stranger telling Don Felix all that had paſs'd 
between them, which put her into no ſmall 
Fright leſt by ſome token, her Brother might 
come to. acfs or {urmiſe that ſhe was the party 
concern'd in that or ſome other Intrigue; but as 
Fortune would have it, juſt as he was upon 
the point of deſcribing her, there came into 
the Room a Woman veiled, who deſir'd to 


K 4 ſpeak 


LON op 
ſpeak in private with Don Felix. This broke 
off Don Liſardo's Diſcourſe, who like a well- 
bred Man, left his Friend with the Woman 
_ that had interrupted him. This Woman pro- 
ved to be a Maid to Laura, Don Felix's Mir 
ſtreſs, a&ually ſent by her, but with Qrders 
to pretend ihe came of her ſelf, without her 
Lady's kaowledge, who would never forgive 
her ſhould ſhe know the had been with him, 
The cunning Wench play'd her part to-the 
hfe, conjuring him never to diſcover, that he 
had any Intelligence or Information from her, 
and promiſing to bring him to her Miſtreſles 
Preſence inmediately, by giving him a Sign 
when her old Maſter was gone out, and then 
the Doors being left open on purpoſe, he might 
ſlip in, as if he had intruded of his own ac- 
cord. They went away together and all things 
| being thus concerted, there was no Difficulty 
in his coming to Laura's Chamber, where Ce- | 
lia ſeem'd to oppoſe his Entrance, and Laura 


did all ſhe could to ſeem angry at the Maid for || 


conſenting, and at him for thruſting in ſo. 

rud-ly a without leave. You need. not. 
| queſtion but that his Importunity prevail'd a- 
bove her counterfeit Diſpleaſure z he would be 
heard, and howſoever ſhe diſguis'd her Incli- 
' nations, there was nothing more earneſtly de- 
fird. In fine, they compos'd that Difference, 
| he was allow'd to juſtifie himſelf, own'd his 
former Love to N:ſe, but with ſuch ſolemn 
Proteſtations of its being wholly blotted out 
by the firſt Sight of her, that ſhe, who _ 

| wiHh' 
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wiſh'd for a Reconciliation, could not but give 
Credit to his Words, and hearing that her Fa- 

| ther was returning, ſhe appointed him another 
meetins that Night at the low Window, 
where they us'd to have their Rendezvouz be- 

fore, and ſo put him out at a Back-door the 

Houſe had into another Street, which prov'd 

afterwards a great Conveniency as Affairs were 

mana... __-;--" RE We 01 Dus 

Marcella fearing leſt her Brother at his nexr 
meeting with Don Liſardo ſhould diſcover ſhe 

 w2s the Perſon he had told him of, contriv'd 
with her ſelf how to prevent his further In- 
formation. In order to it ſhe went to viſit her 
Friend Laura, whom ſhe acquainted with all 
that had happen'd, telling her that to obviate 
the Danger of Liſardo's Ignorantly betraying 
her to Don Felix, ſhe had ſent her Maid Sil 
via to find out, and condu@ him to the Back- 
door 0i her Houſe, that coming in that way 

he might not know to whom it belong'd, and 
ſhe would there ſee him as 1f 1t. were her own. 
Laura was not at all pleas'd with the Propoſal, 
alledging, That her Father might come and 
find a Man there, which would be her utter 

- undoing, tho? at the ſame time, what ſhe fear- 

_ ed moſt of all was, leſt Don Felix might make 
bold to come in, as he had done before, and 
have juſt cauſe to blame her, for managing his 
viſters Intrigue. . But no Excuſes could di- 
vert Marcella, ſhe had fixt her Reſolution, 
and S:lvia coming in, at that very-Juncure of 
time, put an end to the Piſpure, telling how. 

Le 
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fhe had found Liſardo, and left him waiting 
for Admittance. Laura, perceiving it was tog 
late to obſtru& their Meeting, withdrew, Mar- 
cella-laid afide her Vell, as if ſhe were at home, 
 and-Liſardo came in. The firſt Thing Mayr- 
© cella-repreſented to him was the Fault he had 
committed ' in acquainting Don Felix with 
what had paſt between them, but yet fo az 
not to own him to be her Brother. This pre- 
fently rhade Liſardo conclude ſhe was his Mi 
ftreſsg and therefore looking upon it as an In- 
- Juſtice: to his Friend to be concern'd with 4 
Woman he was ingag'd to, he fignify'd as much 
_ to her, and would have inſtantly been gone. 
She being ſoon ſenſible of his Miſtake, afſut'd 
| Him, ſhe neither was, nor .could be Miſtreſs 
to Dow Felix, but that ſhe had'her Intelligence 
from one that was'ſo, and her particular Friend, 
It'-was: no eafie. matter to- perſwade him to 
it, but whilſt they were arguing the Caſe, Cz- | 
lia haſtily inforn'd- them that Laura's Fathet | 
was coming 11 'at the Back-door, which was 
the Way Lifardo had been brought in. What 
_ Courſe to take in this Exigency they could not 
tell, itbeing'1mpofiible to put Liſardo out that 
Way, and to difmiſs him at the Fore-door ſhe 
would not, for Fear of making htm too well 
acquainted with the Houſe. 'The only Ex- 
pedient left, was, to put him into Laura's Bed- 
Chamber, till her Father was gone, which 
he with ſome difficulty conſented to. 7's 
* Laura'then appear'd and met Fabio her Fa- 
ther, who began to chide becauſe the 57 
+7 our 
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door [was open, : which his Daughter readily . 
excusd; telling him, that Marcela was come 
in that Way. Fabio Complemented Marcel- 
la, and her-Seryants being come for her, ſhe 
took leave, ang accepted ; of ; his Offer, ty 
ſce her Home, at, the Inſtigation of Lure, 
that in the mean, while the, might have. the 
Opportunity of ſending out Liſardo, who, as 
we told you. before, was left in. her Bed- 
Chamher. Layra ſeeing herſelf eas'd of this 
Fright, call'd Celia, to conduc. Liſardo. out 
of the Houſe ; but before they: could | £ 
fe& it,; Don Felix, who had les ap phin; this 
Opportunity to viſit; his Miſtreſs, enter'd. the 
Room congratulating the Happineſs of his Re- 
conciliation, and telfing her, that he had ſeen. 
Fabio conduQting Marcella Home, which em- 
boldened him to. come in.., Laura, whoſg 
whole Thoughts were taken, up. how to. get 
out Liſardo, grew till more, uneaſy, . "MI 
pleading her Father would immediately Re- 
turn, endeavour'd. to, perſwade her Lover tg 
abſent himſelf, telling him at the ſame Time, 
that he had carry'd the Key of the Back-door 
along with him, for fear he ſhould offer to go 


out, that Way. ..He -was about to be gone, 
when Don Fabio calld for a Light, and Don 
Felix believing the Back-door had been ſe- 
cur'd, as he was told, attempted to hide him-, 
| felf in the Bed-Chamber. Laura interpos'd 

to hinder him, but this could not be done ſo 
nunbly, but that he diſcern'd fome Body 
Within, which, xais'd lus Jealouſy to Toes 
TP LY es. = ten, 
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Pitch, that he was for breaking tliro* al Dif. 
fieultics to be ſatisfi'd, Had not the Confide- 
ration of not offending Don Fabio, who Was 
then entring the Room, prevail'd above all the 
reſt ; and havin laid the'Storm in his Breaſt 
the beſt he could, he told the old Gentleman, 
| hecame to cotidu& his Siſter -Home, having 
been inform'd ſhe was there a viſiting ; Fa- 
bio telling him! he had been to attend her, 
they took leave.” ' Dor Felix inſtead of lesving 
the Houſe, hid himfel* in a, Corner ynder the 
Stairs, to 'be ready to return fo ſoon as the 
old Man was retir'd to vis Chamber. During 
that Moment Celia brought Liſardo out of the 
Bed-Chamber, and led him the Back Way in- 
to the By-Street, and Do Felix returning at 
the ſame Time, made dire&ly to the Bed- 
Chamber, calling to the Perfon that had been 
there to come out ; but no Body anſwering, 
went in; Laura whoſe Care was how to get 
_ rid of Liſardo, not knowing what Celia had 
done, brought a Light to put him out, and 
coming to the Door, found Don Felix there, 
He charg'd her with Falſhood,' and ſhe not da- 
ing to diſcover the Truth, becauſe his Siſter 
was concern'd, every Thing appeared fo.ill 
- on her Side, that he flew away in a Rage, 
and left her full of Confufion. 

Liſardo, as ſoon as he got out of the Houſe 
by Celia's Help, haſted to his Lodging,  abſo- 
lutely concluding, the Lady he had, been, with 
to be a Miſtreſs. of Don Felix, and whit con- 
tirn'd him | in this Opinion, | was the m__ 

cen 
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{een fo much Diſorder in her Hopſe, without 
Underſtanding any Thing of the Reaſon of it ; 
ſo he order'd his Man to make all ready to 
be gone before. Day, for fear of offending his | 
Friend; if he proceeded any . further. in that 
Amour. . His Servant happening to acquaint 
one of the Maids with his Maſter's Intention, 
that he might not go away without taking 
leave of Don Felix ;, the Maid gave Notice 
thereof to Marcela, who drefling and veiling 
her ſelf in a Moment, appear'd before Lifar- 
do, when he leaft expe&ted it. She upbraid- 
ed him with having -intended . to leave the 
Town, without: as much as taking his. 
leave of her; and he wondring how ſhe 
ſhould ſo ſoon know his Reſolution, declar'd 
ſhe was the only Cauſe of it. As ſhe was 
about to ' make ſome farther Diſcovery, in 
comes the Servant, to give Notice that her 
Brother was at the Door; fo that Liſardo had 
only Time to put her-into a Cloſet. Don Fe- 
lix told'Liſardo all that had happened to him 
at Laura's Houſe, at which he ſtood quite 
amaz'd, perceiving it was his own Adventure, 
which confirm'd him in his former Opinion, 

_ that the Lady conceal'd was his Friend's Mi- 

ſtreſs. But whilſt they were in this Confe- 
rence, Laura appear'd her felf, being not 
able to reſt till ſhe had endeavour'd to pacify «» 
her Lover. Upon her coming, Liſardo with- 
drew, leaving Marcela in his Cloſet. Laure 
 teft nothing unattempted to pacify her Lover, 
without diſcovering his Siſter's Secret but 
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finding all her Endeavours' provid fruttle, 
was near the Point of diſcloſing the whole 
Matter, when Marcel/a, who heard | all that 
paſs'd between them, coming out of the Clo- 


: 


fet, with her Veil over her Face, made Signs 


to Don Felix, as if ſhe threatned him. Thus 


the whole Scene was chang in a Minute; for 
Laura beFeving ber to- be plac'd there on 
purpoſe by ker Lover, ihftead of giving him 


any further Satisfa&tion, began now tv. up- 


braid him with Falſhood; and would not 


ſuffer him to follow MarcePa, as he would 
| Have done, to know who ſhe was.. In Con- 


duſion, after. much upbraiding of one ano- 


ther, they parted in Anger, neither of them 


being able to unravel the Miſtake. = 
_ Don Felix quite overcome with Jealouſy, 

had Recourſe to his Siſter, defiring her; under 
Pretence of a falling-out with him, to go to 
Laura's Houſe, and ftay with her a few Days, 
where ſhe might ſerve him as a.Spy upon het 


nothing more, that ſhe might have the better 


Spring” of ſeeing Liſards, readily em- 


brac'd the Propoſal ( as it were to ſerve him) 
offering to go that Moment, but he told her | 


it could nox be till the next Day, by reaſon 


that Laura was juſt then gone to divert herſelf 


at Aranjuez, No ſooner had they concerted 
the Point, and Don Felix was gone, but 1n 


comes Laura, to defire Marcella to give her 
Leave to ſtay ' in her Apartment that Nighit, 
CR ge | » to 


\ 


- 


| There'was no getting in to diſturb them, and: 
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to obſerve whether he was not viſited by Niſe, 
which ſhe could: the better do, becauſe Fabio, 
her Father, was gone out of Town, and 
would not return in four Days. Their De- 
fiens proved fo very ſutable to one another's 
Intereſt, that neither of 'them had any Ob- 


j&ion to make, and accordingly they agreed 


to change Lodgings, and Maids for that Time, 
which was immediately put- in Execution, 

Laura ſtaying in Marcella's Apartment, with 
Sitvia, and Marcella: going to Laura's with 
Celia. Silvia by her- Miſtreſs's Order found 
Liſardo, and defired him to ſee her that Night 
at the ſame Houſe, where he had been be- 
fore, which he promiſed to do, being now ſa- 
tisfied ſhe was none of his Friend's Mitltreſs, 
and meeting with Don Felix, who had then 
no Aſſignation, invited him to bear him Com- 
pany that Night to the Place appointed; By 
the Way he: related to him all the Circum- 
ſtances of his: Intrigue, till coming to the 
Houſe, Don Felix- was not-a little ſurprized to 
ſee it was the ſame where his Lavra liv'd, and 
where, the Night- before, he had found the 
Man hid in her Bed-Chamber. Liſardo made 


a Sign at the- Window, was anſ{wer'd and 


went in, and Don Felix in a Rage, ſtriving to 
thruſt-in after: him, he threw the Door in 
his Face, and made it faſt upon him. It made 
him ſtorm to be thus left in the Street, and 


W be himſelf inſtrumental in conduQing his 


Friend to his Miſtreſs. But what Remedy ? 


£ 


to 


to be gone, was removing farther from what 
his whole Heart was bent upor — 
It happened. that Fabio, Laura's Father, MW 
who, as has been faid, was gone out of Town 
for four Days, fell with his Horſe before he had 
travell'd far, and finding his Leg much hurt, 
| reſolved not to proceed on his: Journey, but to 
return Home, where he might be better look'd 
after than in the Country. Pain and Uneafi- 
neſs kept him long on the Way, ſo that he got 
' Not to his Houſe till after Liſardo was let in, 
| He knock'd hard at the Door, not at the ſame 
where Don Felix waited, but at the other, and 
_ no Body anſwering, - with the Help of his Ser- 
vant, at length broke it open. They within 
knew not what to do at ſo ſudden a Surprize, 
but putting out the Candles, Liſardo con- 
ducted Marcella down to the other Door, 
where her Brother was, committig her to him 
to condu&t her Home, whilſt he 'ſtay'd to 
inake good his Retreat. Don Felix did ſo, be- 
lieving he had his Miftreſs Laure in his own | 
Cuſtody, and convey'd her to his Apartment. 
Whilſt he there cald for Light, Laura, who, 
| aS has been ſaid, ſtaid in Marcella's Lodgings 
to watch him, came out at the private Door, 
and obſerving him to talk with a Woman, the 
Room being quite dark, . ſhe gently ſtole up 
to him, and ſlipping his Siſter's Hand out 
of his, clapp'd in her own, as believing her to 
be his Miſtreſs. Marcella finding her ſelf at 
Liberty, and being well acquainted with the 
Place, made to the private Door, which Lone ; 
IP bo 


Tn. 

had left open, and fo got off clear into her own 
 Lodgings. When Light was brought, Laura, 
who knew he had been talking © another 
Woman, expedted he ſhould be much ſur- 


- 


priz'd to ſee her ; but inſtead of that, he be- 
Feving her to be Laura, whom he had brought 
| along with him, began now to upbraid her, 
alledging he was the firſt Lover that had ever 
| carry'd off his own Miſtreſs to ſerve his 
Friend. She told him, the Woman he brought 
had made her Eſcape, and that ſhe herſelf, 
had been thar Night in his Siſter's Apartment. 
To decide. this Controverſy Marcella was 
call'd, who having extricated herſelf ſo well, 


8 reſolv'd now to ſacrifice her Friend to her own 


Safety, and therefore deny'd that Laura had 

UW been there, or ſhe herſelf Abroad, which 

| Don Felix eafily believing, all the Fault was 
lay'd upon Laura. | wk 


Thus the Controverſy remain'd undecided, 
whilſt Liſardo, who had ftay'd behind, ftopp'd 


 F2io and his Servants, till he thought his 


8 Friend might be got Home in Safety, and they 
made the beſt of his Way after him. But his 

S Man being hurt, taken by Fabio, and threat- 
ned with Death unleſs he dilcover'd his 
Miſter, and where he might be found, plzin- 
Iy told his Name, and that he was Don Fel:x's 
veſt, However Liſardo got Home, and de- 
manding of his Friend the Lady he had en- 
truſted him with, he ſhow'd tum Laura, 
which highly provok'd Liſardo, as believing 
that Don Felix put upon him, till Laure, who 
L well 


LAME 

well knew the Miſtake, pointed to Marcella] 
asking him, whether that was not the Lady 
 heenquir'd for : He own'd ſhe was, and com- 
plain'd of their endeavouring to conceal her 
from him, whereas her Brother took Offence, 
believing his Honour lay at Stake ; but Liſar- 
Ao interpoſling, and offering to take her for 
his Wife, he was ſoon appeas'd. At this 
Time Fabio came in with his Servants, en- 
_quiring for Liſardo, who preſently owning 

his Name, was charg'd with ftealing of Lau- 
7a; but Don Felix being now convinc'd of 
her Integrity, and his own Miſtake, told her 
Father his Friend was in no Fault, and that. 
his Daughter being now his Wife, he was 
obliged to prote& her. The old Gentleman, 
who could not have propos'd a more advantag!- 
ous Match, readily gave his Conſent, ſo that 
all Parties were reconciled, and the Nuptials 


celebrated the next Day, with mutual Satis- 
#aftion. oz F” 
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; \ T the Time that King Philip the IIId. of 


| Spain kept his Court in the Noble City 
<4 » of Yalladohd, a Gentleman of the beſt 


Quality of Madrid, happen'd to come out of a 
 Gaming-Houſe after Midnight, where he had 


been to divert the long Winter Night. Paſ- 
ſing through one of the moſt noted Streets in 
the Town, to go to his Lodging, juſt as he 
turn'd the Corner where the Streets met, he 


perceiv'd the Door of a Houſe open, and a 


white Bulk thruſt out of it ; and being on the 


other Side of the Street, which was very 


broad, he could not diſtinguiſh exaftly what 


it was, but gueſs'd it to be ſome humane Bo- 
dy, which fell down with much Violence 
from a Step there was at the Door, upon the 


Stones, the ſaid Step being then frozen, and 
as Slippery as Glaſs. 'Then he ſaw the Door | 


clap too, and the Body lying on the Ground, 
without ſtirring; he heard 1t utter theſe 

| Words in a doleful Tone, O Heavens ! Why 
| are you deaf to my. Sorrows, an4 ſnow no Pity 
to my Tears * Then it ſtruggled to get up, 


but being bruiz'd with the Fall it could not. 


GY Don, 


-—— 


( 148 
Don Garcia, for that was the Gentleman's 
Nawe, was mov'd to Compaſhon and draw- 
jng near, ask'd what ail'd it, offering his Af- 
fiſtance. Alas ! Sir, an{wer'd! the Perſon ly- 
ing on the Ground, for the Love of God, if 
you have any 'more Compaſſion than thoſe who 
put me into this Condition, help me up, and 
convey me to ſome Place where my Life may be 
ſafe. Don Garcia ftood amazed at theſe 
Words, as believing it, by the Voice, to be a 
Woman that ſpoke, and by the ſmall Light 
_ the Moon afforded, diſcover'd he had gueſs'd 
right, for it was a Woman, and naked to her 
very Smock,”., which amaz'd him the more. 
Being defirons to be inform'd concerning the 
whole Matter.; he gave her his Hand, and 
taking off his Cloak threw it about her, but 
the Lady was fo fore that ſhe could ſcarce 
ftand ; he-yet made ſhift to lead her out of 
_ that Street, and then the Lady perceiving he 
halted, to defire her, as ſhe thought, to be- 
| flow herſelf ſomewhere elſe, with Tears in 
her Eyes, faid to him, hits: Sir, you are 100 
far  engag'd to defiſt from that Kindneſs you 
bave begun to ſhow me, my Life is in very 
great Danger if I ſhould be fund out, and 
there are by this time many looking out for me ; 
| Y you bave any private Place to conceal me, 
| but this Night, to Morrow I will contrive to get 
into a Monaſtery. Madam, anſwer'd Don Gar- 
tia, I am but newly come to this City, for I 
afſure you, it'is not yet a F Forinight ſince 1 
eame, and conſequently I kngw no Body to truſt 
Hs Es you 
"? | 


| 
| 
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 . cept of my Loaging, 1 yay ſerve you there, and 
be not afraid to put your ſelf into the Hands of 
a young Man and @ Stranger. Let us go ty 
your Lodging, Sir, Fel the Lidy, for all 
_ Places T can £0 to are dangerous to me ;, bit let 
it be quick, before we are found out, and fuf- 


|. Jer jor the Crimes I defign'd to commir, and the 


Revenge T have taken, When ſhe had fo iaid, 

_ they went on to Don Garcia's Lodging, with 
much ado, becauſe the Lady was ſcarce able to 

ſtir. However, with Don G 4's 

got to it, and going in, he had the Opportu- 

nity to ſee what he had-found ; for looking 

upon his new Comrade at the Light, . he 


thought her more-like. an Angel than a Wo-_ 


man. She ſeem'd to be about four and twen- 
ty Years of Age, and ſo charming that ſhe 
made -an immediate Conqueſt of his Hearr, 
and had he not refle&ed on the Faith he ow'd 
to one that had put herſelf into his Hands, be 


could hardly have forborn making as bold with 


her as Tarquin did with Lyucretia ;, bat ſuffer- 


ing himſelf"rather to be. guided by his Honour 


than his Love, and by the DiGates of his 
Reaſon, than by his Senſuality, he uſed all 
his Endeavours to. compoſe and get her to reſt, 
deliring ſhe would go into his; Bed, fince he 


had no. Cloaths to furniſh ber with at pre- 


ſent, and it was then high time to fleep.; 
the Lady comply'd, becauſe there was no 


other Remedy, and Don Garcia, that he might 
not hinder her Repoſe, ask'd no further 


L 3 Queſtions, 


arcia's Help, they - 


OO oy e—_——_ ere » - 


was broke open. the next we 4 


which to him ſeem'd an Age, his Heart being 


much. He fate down by the Beds-fide, and 


| he had been Abroad, and what News he had 


_ pence, for T am in much Confuſion, as you may 
 emagine, by ſuch an Accident, © 


_ © from the Beginning ; for it is ſo ſtrange, that 


iS © WE Re 
Queſtions, but went his Way, ( locking the 
Door on the Out-fide ) to another Lodger 'in 
the ſame Houſe, with whom he had contraQ- 
ed ſome Friendſhip, pretending he had loſt the 
Key of his Room, and could not get in till it. 


Thus he paſt away the reſt of the Night, 
Full of the Ladies Beauty, and defirous to 
know how ſhe came by that Misfortune. As 
ſoon as ever it was Day, he got up, and pre- 
tending he had found the Key, went into his 
own Room, where he ſaw by his Guelſt's 
Looks, that ſhe had ſlept but little and wept 


enquiring about her Health ; ſhe, after ha- 
ving return'd him Thanks for the Kindneſs 
receiv'd at his Hands, ask*'d him, whether 


heard about the Town. No Madam, anſwer'd 
Don Garcia, for to tell you the Truth, I was il 
700 eager to ſee you, and be inform'd of yout | 

Mis fortunes, from your own Mouth, and there- 
fore I intreat you to hold me no longer in Suſ- 


- 


*] do not wonder at it, Don Garcia, an» 
{wer'd the Lady, for ſhe had learn'd his Name, 
* that you ſhould be ſurprized at the preſent 
* Poſture of my Afairs, and you'll be 10 
* much more, when you ſhall hear my Story 


© you will rather look upon itas a Romance, 
* than a true Relation ; and therefore 4 will 


MIS Cos --. 
© begin with it from my very Infancy, that 
« you may have ſomething to talk of, when 
* it ſhall pleaſe God to carry you Home to your 
* own Country. My Name, Sir, is Hippolita, 
*I was born in this City, of wealthy and 
* noble Parents, and with me came into the 
© World my ill Fate, which ever purſues beau- 


W © tiful Perſons, for I preſume to give my ſelf 


* this Name, becauſe all the Country looks 
© upon me as ſuch. I was ſcarce come to 
* thoſe Years when a Woman's Beauty, Air | 
* and Wit begin to flouriſh and appear, before 
* my Parents had very many Pretenders, who 
©were deſirous to be receiv'd into their Fa- 
* mily, by marrying me, and this rather in 
* regard to my Beauty than my Wealth, 
* though this laſt alſo was not inconſiderible. 
* Among the great Number that aſpir'd to 
* me, the moſt conſiderable were two Gen- - 
* tlemen, our Neighbours, whoſe Houle was. 
* only ' parted from ours by a Wall ; they 
* were Brothers, and both Knights of the Or- 
* der of Alcantara, a ſufficient Teſtimony of 
* their Quality. 1 being then an abfolute 
* Stranger to Love, or its fatal Power, had no 
* Inclination to either of them, but wholly 
* ſubmitted my felf to the Will and Difpoſal 
*of my Parents; who being fatisf'd that 
* either of the Brothers was an Advantageous 
* Match, made Choice of Don Pedro the El- 
* der, reje&ing Don Luis the Younger, who 
* perhaps lov'd me the beſt, ſince he prov'd 
* the moſt unfortunate. Don Pedro thought 
2 > « himielf 
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« himſelf happy to the higheſt Degree, and al- 


"WAYS declir'd as much to me by his Kindneſs 


" and moſt obliging Deportment. Would to 
- God I had been wiſer, and requited his 


' Love as I ought to have done ; Which would 


© have prevented thoſe Misfortunes I -now 
* groan under, and thoſe that are like to fol- 


" low. [ enjoy'd my Huſband's Aﬀettion 


" eight Years, and repaid him with a fincere 


£ * Love ; be? my Brother-in-law* $ Importuni- | 


. ty taught me to love, he' never glving over, 


* tho he faw me Marry'd;" but ſtill, when 


'O pportunity offer'd, would talk to me of his 
* Pathon, which I never gave any Encourage- 
- ment to, but to take him off it, offer'd him 
for 1 Wife a Couſin of my own, who was 
' Richer and more Beautiful than. my (elf, 1 


* manag'd this diflicult, Point with the. greateſt 


_ Diſcretion I could, ſometimes taking no No- 
* tice that I underſtood what he am'd. at 5 
other inies checking and reproving him, 
' and as occaſion offer'd, giving him the. moſt 
« Virtuous and Wiſeſt Advice I was capable of 3 
* and ſometimes I down right fell out with 
* him for his Boldneſs, proteſting I would 


- Make it known to his Brother, if he did 


* not refrain from that Folly. Thus Dan 
« Lnis livd at this Time, m metimes eaſy, 

© and ſometimes ſad, but always i in Love, con- 
« tenting himſelf with only ſeeing and con- 
« verfing with me, for our Houſes joyning, 
< his Viſits were frequent, and his Pafizon 

"95 higher every Day. I 4 
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* Tthappen'd, at laſt, that the Court remoy'd 
*©to this City, would to God the Prayers and 
« Crys of. thoſe who were againſt it had been 
heard, that fo my Misfortune might have 
© been prevented, -fince that Removal was the 
© only occaſion of them ; for among that 
« multitude which follow'd the Court, there 
* came one Don Gaſpar, a Portugueſe by Birth, - 
* and by Profeſſion a Soldier, who ſeeking.” 
© the Reward of. the Services he had done. the 
© King in the Low-Corntries and other Parts, 
* attended-the Councils, and his Aﬀairs going 
© on but ſlowly, as.is uſual at Court, he began 
* to lay out how; to divert himſelf. To this 
& © purpoſe, being young, he thought fit to 
S © Gallant ſome Ladies, . and as* 1ll Fate 
w decreed, unfortunately pitch'd upon. me 3 
2 for, having ſeen me, one diy at Church, he 
F ſaid, I captivated his Soul, and. ſo, what he 
. fought at Court , only as a Paſtime, became 
an Affair of Love, and he gain'd my - Aﬀe- 
&ion, and depriv'd me of my, Peace and Ho- 
* nour, which are. both quite fled. He was 
* ſo gay, witty and - handſome, belides his 0- 
* ther Gifts of Nature, that any Lady might 
* have loved him as well, as - my ſelf, at 
* fight, much more. I who was follow?d, com- 
* mended, and paſſionately Courted by him. 
* I was inform'd of his Love by a Maid, the 
* \ubtle ſubverter of: my Honour ; and by her 
* he learnt how kindly I receiv'd it ; for we 
* often writ to one another by. her means, 
* thus feeding our forbidden flaines, as having 
| £09 
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© no opportunity of coming together, becauſe 
© of my Husband's Watchfulneſs. 
© Don Gaſpar was much concern'd that I 
* was Marry'd, and it affliged me no leſs ; for 
© the greateſt Misfortune that -can befall 'one 
© that Loves 3 is to belong to another ; when he 
c happen'd to talk to me at Church, be had ſo 
© many tender Expreſſions, that AS they in» 
L flam'd my Love, fo they ſunk my Honour, 
«till it quite vaniſh'd, B 
 * ſtill much more Engaging than his Words, 

© for in theſe, to be ſhort, all Baſhfulneſs be- 
© ing remov'd, the heart lays it felf more 
* open. I was: loſt, and could no longer with- 
«* ſtand the. Temptation » but wanted an 
* opportunity to entertain my Lover, becauſe 
* my Husband, tho* he did” not ſulpe& me, 

© was ſeldom from home, and always kept a 
© ſtrict Guard upon his Houſe. But Love, orl 
* may rather ſay the Devil,” fo order'd it, that 
* 2 Friendof my Husbands invited him to a 
© Hunting Match, which Diverſion was to 
< laſt them two or three Days. Don :Pedro 
© conſented, and tho? it rejoyc'd me, I pretend- 

* ed to be diſguſted, becauſe it was an unuſual 
* thing. The Day came, and he went to his 
* Hunting, and my Confident gave Don Gaſpar | > 

© advice of our good Fortune, as we calld it, 
© hidding him to come at Night to the Back- 
* door of a Garden, that belong'd to our Houſe, 

© where he ſhould find me, and the Door 
* open, for I durſt not bring him ' into the 


« Houſe, for Fear my Parents, with whom F 
6 liv 


ut his Letters were 


: 7 
© livd, ſhould difcover us. It was then the 
«© Summer Seaſon, and therefore I order'd a 
© Bed to be made for me in an Arbour in the 
« Garden, pretending I did it on account of the 
© Heat of the Weather ; but the true reaſon 
« was, that I might get away from the other 
* Servants, who would not have gone to Bed 
- * before they had ſeen me Undreſt ; and my 
| © Buſineſs was to be left alone, defiring no 0- 
* ther Company but my Lovers. At length 
* the Servants having left me a Bed, and as 
* they thought aſleep, withdrew, none ſtay- 
© ing with me but my Confident, who was to 
© follow them, leaving me alone to Sacrifice 
_ * my Honour to my Love, or Leudneſs. But 
© before ſhe was gone, the other Maids re- 
* turn'd :to tell me their Maſter was come 
© home, becauſe the Friend he went with had 
* hurt himſelf by a Fall, and fo the Sport 
| © ceas'd. When I perceivd Don Pedro was 
* come, I order'd my Confident to lock the 
© Door my Gallant was to come in at, think- 
* ing that when he came and found it faſt he 
* would be gone, and in the Morning I might 
© acquaint him with what had happen'd, which 
* would be a ſufficient Satisfaction to him, ſince 
_ © there 1s no contending with the right Owner. 
* Don Pedro came to me with open Armes, 
* and I ſaw my ſelf obliged to receive him in 
* the ſame manner, tho? ſorely againſt my Will 
* and Inclinations ; and he commending the 
* Bed and the Place I had made choice of a- 
F gainſt the Heat, told me the reaſon of his 
7M | ip '* Ipeedy 


«© that it took Fire, and burnt her in it, and { 


* ſet the top of the Houſe in a Flame. This | 


< Diſaſter, and the danger of my Lovers being 


* found, diftradted nie to ſuch a degree, that | 


« fell into a Swoor}, atid. ame not to my ſelf 
< till the next Morning, when I found my 
« felf in my Brother-in-law's Don Luis's Houſe, 
© whether I was carry'd to ſave my Life. The 
< Fire being extinguith'd, tho* not without 
« oreat loſs on our fide, I Ns, we to enquire 
* whether my Maid had efcaped the danger, to 
© be inform'd what ſhare Don Gaſpar had in 


© that misfortune. She came to me, and I un- 


« derſtood by her,that he got away among thoſe 
< that came to help to put out the Fire, with- 


_ © out being obſery'd, or taken notice of by any 


«< Body. When the Diſorder was over, I ſent 
© to know how Don Gaſpar did, who ſent mea 


«© Letter full of moſt tender Expreſſions, l- 


« menting his Misfortune, and condoling my 
© Indiſpoſition. I return'd an Anſwer filld 


© up with a thouſand Extravagancies, promi- | 


« ſing the firſt Opportunity .to make him a- 


 * mends for all theſe Diſappointments. Some 


c Days were ſpent in repairing the Damages 


© the Houſe had ſuſtained during the Fire, all 


* which time I continu'd at my Brother-in- 
* Law's; my Lover andI in the mean white 
« keeping a conſtant Correſpondence by Let- 


© ters, till I return'd to-my own Houſe, where, 
« yielding to his preſſing Intreaties, and ſoon 
_ © forgetting paſt dangers, I contriv'd to put in 
 * execution our foriner Agreement, and gave. 


© Don 


” 
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© Don Gaſpar notice to come in by the ſame 
< way as he had done before. 5 | | 
£7 This Night Fortune order'd it ſo that Dor 
«© Pedro came home before Don Gaſpar was let 
6 jn, becauſe Seatch was made after a Friend of 
< his for killing a Man, and he brought him 
© home to conceal him, ordering the Doors to 
© be Lock'd up, and taking the Keys into his 
© own Cuſtody, bidding the Servants not to - 
© anſwer if any Body knockt, ſo that when 
© Don Gaſpar came, all was faſt and every Bo- 
© dya Bed. Finding himſelf thus diſappoint- 
© ed, he made. the known Signal, at which 
< my Maid went into a Balcony, and blaming 
$ his Delay, told him how Matters ſtood, and 
© that there was no opening the Door, but he 
* might get in ata little Window there was to 
*2 lower Room, Don Gaſpar thank'd her for 
* the Contrivance, and defird ſhe would go 
* down and open the Window which had no 
© Bars, becauſe it was ſmall and look'd into a 
« By-ſtreet. My Confident d1d fo, but told him 
* it was fo little that he could never get thro? 
W *<it; however his Paſſion prevailing above all 
= © other Conſiderations, he attempted it, thruſt- 
= <ing in his Head and Shoulders, where he 
* ſtuck faſt in the Frame, ſo that he could 
© neither get forwards nor backwards. My 
* Maid finding her ſelf at this Plunge, and that 
* there was no way left buit to looſen the 
* Frame, calld a Companion of hers to her, 
© pretending 1t was an Intrigue of her own. 
© Theſe two and Don Geoſpar's Man, with their 
| | : Po 6 Daggers 
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* Daggers looſen'd the Frame, fo that it flip 
© out from the Wall, but could not do it with- 
** out making ſo much noiſe as wak'd the Ser. 
© vants of the Houſe, who thinking there had 
© been Thieves, cry'd out, fo that the poor 
« Don Gaſpar. was fain to-run away with the 
© Frame about his Middle ; after which the | 
_ © Seryants return'd "to their Beds. I little 
_ * dream'd my Lover. had, been the Thief 
< that alarm'd the Houſe; for being told they 
< had found a Man taking out the Frame 
© of the Window, 'I enquir'd no farther into 
© the matter, till when my Husband was gone 
© out in the Morning, my Maid came to dreſs 
© me, and told me the whole Story. _ 
© But one Misfortune ſeldom comes alone, 
©for I believing that Don Pedro would not 
© return in haſte, tefolv'd to beſtow upon Dos 
* Pedro the Reward of -all his Sufferings, and 
« accordingly ſent my Maid to call him imme- 
« diately. le living near at hand came pre- 
< ently, and I receiv'd him with ; open Arms, 
« this being the ſecond time I beſtow*d any 
_< Favour on him in a Year our Intrigue had laſt- 
*ed; for that he had in the Garden when he 
© ould have kilPd my Husband,was the firſt, 
_ © Whilſt we wereLaughing athis ſticking in the 
© Window, my Maid, who ſtood Centinel at 
© another, came running, and, cry'd, Madan, 
© we are all undone, my Maſter, is coming, and 
* ſo faſt that he is in the Houſe by this time. 
* This was enough to have put me beg j 
hy 6 {c 
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* ſelf, but TH11 Thad preſence of mind to open 
* a great Cheſt that ſtood in-a Back-room, and 
* throwing out all that was in It, put in Dor 
* Gaſpar. By this time Don Pedro was come 
© to eaſe himſelf, becauſe a ſudden Looſeneſs 
© had been the occafion of his returning home. 
_ © This and his taking ſomething for his Break- 
* faſt, kept him at Hour and a half in play, 
© I believe he had not gone out then, but that 
© he heard the Bell Ring to Maſs. As ſoon as 
* he was gone, I went with the greateſt ſatis- 
* ation imaginable to'enjoy my Lover, think- 
ing there was nothing now that could ob- 
- *\ſtru& it, but. when I open'd the Cheſt, I 
© found to my great amazement, Don Gaſpar 
* dead. Perceiving not the leaſt Signs of any 
_* Senſe or motion in him, I clapt my Hand to 
*his Mouth, and feeling no Breath, but a 
© coldneſs all over his Body, ſo that I conclu- 
*ded he was ſtifled. y Maid coming 


Ss *in immediately , we both full of ſor- 


row and affli&ion, began to confult how to 
| *oet rid of him, a thouſand difficulties 
© occurring every way we could think of. 
* Whilſt we were thus bewailing the unfortu- 
* nate Don Gaſpar's Death, in came my Brother- 
* in-Law Don Lewis, who finding me in ſuch 
* affliction, began to ask the Cauſe of it ; and 
| *Irelying on that exceſſive Kindneſs he always 
© had for me, even before I was his Brother's 
| © Wife, told him the whole Truth after the 
* following manner : The greateſt Moromte 

| © 35 befallen ine, Don Lewis, thai ever Woman 
as M * 2944 
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© was involved in, and it being not in my power | 
© to retrieve it, I .am therefore oblig'd to ac- 
* quaint you with it, Then I told him all you 
© have heard, concluding with theſe words : 
© You are a Gentleman, and if” you as ſuch will. 
© relieve me, do it in compaſſion to my Diſaſter, 
© for I take God to witneſs that I have not 
«< wwrone'd my Husband in Fad , tho as for 
© :hought I cannot deny it, and if you are ſoil 
© natur*d as not to believe me, but will go about 
© to diſcover it, do as you think fit, for I am at 
© your mercy, and have but one Life, and that 
© will attone for all. My Brother-1in-Eaw ſtoqd 
© amazed at this Relation, but bid me reſt {i- 
© tisfy*d; and calling a Porter, made him take 
< up the Cheſt, and carry it to a Friends Houle 
«£ of his, whom he acquainted with the whole 
© matter. They open'd the Cheſt; and taking 
« Dor Gaſpar out, laid him on a Bed, and feel- 
< ing his Pulſe, found he was not dead. They lad 
© him in the Bed, and after applying ſeveral Re- 
© medics diſcovered ſome motion and-hopes of | 
£ recovering. This done theyLock'd him up and 
«£ went their ways,as I was afterwards inform'd. 
© DonGaſpar came to himſelf towards the Eve- 
© ning, and looking about him, found he was 
© in a Bed, but not in my Houſe, remembring 
& that I had put him into the Cheſt, ſo that 
£ Jet him think which way he would he could 
© not gueſs at the meaning of it. Whilſt he 
© continued in this Confuſion, he heard the Door 
« open, and looking who it was that came in, 
* knew Don Lewis to be the Man, which Nia 
© UM 
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"him into ſuch a Conſternation, that he was 
| © like to have dy'd in good earneſt, eſpecially 
_ © when Don Lewis drawing near, and fitting 
« down on the Bed, ſaid, Do you know me, Don 
© Gaſpar? Are you ignorant that I am the Bro- 
© ther of Don Pedro, and Brother-in-Law to © 
© Hippolita. I know 77, anſwer'd Don Gaſpar, 
© And dowt you know our Quality, reply'd Don 
© Lewis? Do you remember what has befallen 
© yout to day £ Now I ſwear to you by this Holy 
« Croſs, (laying his Hand on that of his Order 
_ * of Knighthood, which hung at his Breaſt) 
© that whenſoever I have but the leaſt ſurmiſe 
© that you renew this Intrigue, or ſo much as 
. E appear in that Street, I will take the Revenge 
©] now paſs by, becauſe that wretched baſe 
* Woman has put ſo much Confidence in me, and 
© I am ſatisfy'd that my Brother is not injur'd in 
« Fatt, tho the Deſign deſerves no Mercy. Don 
© Gaſpar promis'd to do as he was order'd with 
_©a thouſand Proteſtations, and returning Abun- 
« dance of Thanks for ſparing his Life, which 
© he might have ſo juſtly taken away ! He 
© dreſt himſelf and went away with a reſolu- 
© tion never to ſee me more, which he moſt 
* punctually kept, for my very Name became 
* moſt odjous to him, as you wull perceive by 
_ © the Sequel of my Relation. 
 *] was very curious to know what had. 
| © been the Concluſion of that Affair, yet durſt 
© not ask Don Lewis, what he had done 
* with the Body ; and perceiving he in- 
* tended to ſay nothing to me of it, I bid my 
M 2 * Con- 
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_ *© Confident enquire as cunningly as ſhe conld 


* at Don Gaſpar's Lodging,what was become of | 


* him. She happen'd to do ſo juſt as he 
* was removing his Luggage to another Lodg- 
ing very remote from thoſe Parts, in purſu- 
ance of his word given to Don Lewis. As foon 
as he eſpy'd Elenor (that was the Name of 
my Contident) he bid her be gone about her 
* Buſineſs, for he had enough of my Intrigues, 
* and his own Misfortunes. 'Then telling her 
* in a few words all that had happened to him, 
* and the ſolemn Engagements he had made to 
* Don Lewis, he concluded, That fince I had 
* proved ſuch a baſe perfidious Woman, I might 
* depend upon it, I ſhould never ſee him any 
_ © more, for he was fatisfy'd this laſt, and the 
* others before, were Contrivances of mine to de- 
* ſtroy him, had not Heaven taken pity on his 
* Diſaſters. This ſaid, he went his way, lea- 
* ving Elenor in Confuſion ; who neverthe- 
© leſs follow'd him at ſome diſtance, to know 
* the Houſe he remov'd to. She return'd ſoon 
© after with this News, allaying the Joy of his 
© being alive and well, with the concern of 
* being charg'd with a Crime I was not guil- 
, ty of, and hated by a Man I doated on, and 
* for whoſe ſake I had ſo often brought my ſelf 
© to the brink of deſtru&ion ; this made me fo 
© Melancholly-that it much troubled my Hus- 
band, he being concern'd to ſee mie {o unea- 
6 oy Beſides I was continually peſter'd by Don 
* Lewis's Addreſſes, who encourag'd by the 
* diſcovery of my frailty, began to ſpeak to me 
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in veryplain Terms, demanding the Reward 
© of his Love. Theſe Troubles went ſo near 
© to my heart, that I fell dangerouſly fick, and 
© kept my Bed for above a Month, being aimoſt 
© oiven over ; but Heaven would not permit 
me to'die at that time, that I might have 
© more to endure. My Brother-in-Law Don 
* Lewis made me frequent Viſits all this while, 
© endeavouring to-bring me to his Will, fome- 
* times by his tender Expreſhons, and ſome- 
* times 'by Threats. Do but conſider, Sir, 


© under what wretched Circumſtances I lived 


* at this time; for on the one hand I knew 
* Don Gaſpar deſpis'd me, which ſerved only 
© to make me love him more than ever, tho? 
© at the ſame time I durſt ſcarce expoſe my ſelf 
© to freſh dangers, I was ſo terrify'd with the 
How remembrance of thoſe that were paſt ; 
© and on the other fide, was Belov'd and 
* Threatened by my Brother-in-Law ; who, 
* whenſoever I d1d but open my Mouth to re- 
 *proye him, would tell me, that fince I had 
* loved Don Gaſpar, I muſt and ſhould love 
*him. Sometimes I almoſt refolv'd to com- 
* ply with him, but preſently repented again, 

* ſo that I knew not what courſe to take. x 

© I told you before that our Houſes joyn'd, 

f only a Wall parting them, but ſome of the 
* Back-Garrets had only a Wainſcot betwixt 
* them, ſo that he open'd a Paſſage from his 
© {fide to one of mine, that was ſcarce ever us'd, 
* the Hole being juſt big enough for a Man to 
$ creep through, The ſame Night after he | 
M3 ad 
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* had done this, when we were all a Bed, he 
© crept through that Gap into my* Houſe , 
* and being fo well acquainted with it as he 
« was, took the Keys,- and opening the Gate 
« that led into the Street, turn'd eight or ten 
«* Horſes that were in the Stable out. The 
« Horſes, made a mighty noiſe, which wak'd 
« the Grooms, who cry*d out for help to catch 
< them, for they. were all got looſe about the 
« Street. My Husband hearing the noiſe got 
« up in his Night-Gown, cail'd up the Ser- 
« vants, and chid the Grooms for their carelef- 
« nels. Don Lewis all this while lying con- 
« ceaPd in his Gown till he ſaw he was gone 
« down into the Street, came dire&ly to Bed 
« to me, as if he had been my Husband,' and 
« Careſsd me with much tenderneſs. The Wea- 
« ther being as cold as you ſee, (for this Acci- 
« dent happened but two Nights ago) he was 
« {9 Cold that I faid to him,” Good God, Sir, 
* how Cold you are. It is Froſty Weather, an- © 
« {wer'd Don Lewis, with a low Voice, for | 
* fear of being diſcov red. 'Have you got in 

© the Horſes, ſaid I > They are about it,eply'd 
« he, and fo ſaying catch'd me in his Armes, 
<* and had his full Will. When he thought 
< his Brother might be near coming back, he 
£ pretended to go to ſee whether the Servants 
* had catch'd the Horſes, and ſo got up again 
< and return'd to his Houſe the ſame way he 
« came, Without the leaſt ſuſpition on my fide. 
« Preſently after Don Pedro, having ſeen the 
* Horſes fecur'd and ſent the Servants to Bed, 
-» 5. 08 


; C97) - 
© return'd, and being very Cold crept cloſe t9 
© me, at which I check'd him, faying, Lor 7, 
_ © what ails you to be ſo waggiſh to Night, it is 
6 but a moment ſince you were here, and now 
© you are forthe ſame ſport again. Do gag dream, 
© Hippolita,- ſaid he, have I been here fince T 
© went to ſee the Horſes ſecur'd. "This anfwer 
_* ſurpriz'd me, being very well fatisfy'd it was 
© noDream; and therefore conſidering ſeriouſly 
© upon the matter,began to give-a ſhrowd guels 
© at the meaning of it, and could not fleep for - 
* thinking all that Night ; tho* I durſt not 
*{ay one word more of it. When Morning 
* came I dreſs'd my felf, and went a- 
* way to Church, where I found Don Lewss 
* ſtanding near the Holy Water, and approach- 
* ing with a joyful Countenance, reach'd me 
* the Water, and as I took it, {queez'd me by 
* the Hand, faying with a ſmile, Good God, 
* Sir, how Cold you are. Theſe words fully 
* convinc'd me of the whole Truth. After 
_ © PrayersI return'd home very uneaſie, and as 
* foon as Don Pedro was gone out after Dinner, 
*I ſearch'd every corner of the Houle, 
*try'd every Door and Window, and find- 
*1ng all faſt, concluded he had been afliſted 
* by ſome Servant or other to ſurprize me, and 
* therefore went up into the Garrets, in one 
< of which TI found that {mall opening, which 
© he had not made up again, deſigning perhaps 
* to make uſe of it another time. - | 
* Having thus found all I fought for, I re- 
* turn'd to my Chamber without taking the | 
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| #leaſt notice of what had happened. to any 
© Body, but ſpent my time in meditating Re. 
* venge till Don Pedro came home to Supper. 
#4 He went to Bed, and ſo did I, but this was 
* only In expeRatiqn till the Family was well 
© alleep. When my Husband was faſt, I got 
© up, and taking his Dagger and a Candle, 
* went up to the Garret, paſs'd through the 
© little Opening, and thence dire&ly to. Don 
* Lewis's Chamber, whom finding aſleep, as I _ 
< defir'd, I ſtruck the fatal Dagger to his Heart, 
* with ſuch a fury, that he had not time to 


© wake, but paſs'd from the ſleep of Life to 


* that of Death. However I ſtabb'd him five | 
* times more, with as much rage as' if every 

* Wound were to take away,/his Life. I re- 

* turn'd to my Chamber, quite diſtra&ed with 

* Rage, and without refle&ing upon my inno- 

_ © cent Husband's danger, put the Dagger into | 
© the Scabbard again without wiping it, and 

© then open'd an Eſcritoire, and taking out a- 

© bove I wo®thouſand Crowns worth of Jew- 

_ © els, got out of the Houſe, without being per- 

| _ © ceived by any Body, and fo went away to 
' ©* Don Gaſhar's Lodging, my Maid having be- 

< fore giyen me ſufficient Diretions how to 

* find it. I knock'd, and the Door being open- 
* ed by a Servant, who was acquainted with 

* our Intrigues, and not a little ſurprized to 
* fee me there, ſaid his Maſter was not yet 
* come home, being abroad at Play. No matter, 
* ſaid I, Ile ſtay for him. So I did : Don Ga- 
* ſpar came at laſt, and ſeeing me, ſtood quite 
i * amazed, 
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6 amazed, and all in a rage ſaid, What Impu- 
s dence is this, Donna Hippolita 2 What Bufi- * 
$ neſs have you in my Lodging ? Are not you ſa-' 
* tisfy'd with the trouble you have given me, 
* and the dangers you have expoſed me to? 
© eſpecially the laſt time, when you ſent for me 
© with no other defign than.to deliver me up ts 
« your Brother and Lover : I had acquainted 
£ this baſe Man with Don Lewis's Amorous 
« Addreſſes to me, and it was this that made 
* him ſuſpe& .me guilty of that Treachery, 


* and therefore interrupting him with a flood +» 


© of Tears, I faid, Alas ! my dear Don Gaſpar, 

* how much you are miſtaken in.your Notions, I 
© am ſenſible it was a great Error in me, occa- 
# fioned by my diſorder, to deliver you up to my 
* Brother-in-Law ; but what could a Woman 
* dowith a dead Man, for ſuch Took you to be, 
* and expeted my Husband every moment g It 
 * 5 a ſign you do not know what has happened 
 * fnce;, know therefore I have kild Don Lew- 
* is with my own Hands, for having ſurreptiti- 
# ouſly, and by ſurprize, obtain'd what I always 
* deny d him. What danger my Family is in by 
_ ®rhis fatal attempt, will appear in the Morning, 

* and I am not ſafe my ſelf. What remains to 
 ® be done is that you immediately carry me off out 
* of Valladolid, and Contuf# me to Lisbon, 
* for T have Jewels enough with me to carry us 
* away. Baſe leud Woman, an{ſwer'd Don Ga- 
* ſpar, now 1 am fully convinced I was in the 
* right to think you intended to deliver me up to 
F Jaur Gallant, to be Murdered by him, ou be- 
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© ing weary of my Love and Importunities :, ant * | 
0 6.4 por for hr vos a furfits of bim, like F; 
* Iuſtfiul Mefſaline, you have taken away his 
«* Life, and would involve me in your ruin, but 
* T will make you ſenſible of your Treachery, for 
* as Tlowd ſo I can hate; and ſfimce you jilted, 
< you ſhall receive the puniſhment. Having fo 
« ſaid, he ſtripp'd me to my Smock, and with 
© a Leather Belt put me into' this Condition 
< you ſee me (ſhowing Don Garcia at the ſame 
* time the Marks of the Laſhes on her Fleſh) 
© his Servant being unable to prevail with him 
© to deſiſt, till I dropt down. When he ſaw 
© me in that Condition, he opened the Door, 
© and thruſt me into the Street. Telling me, 
© he did not kill me, becauſe he would not 
* defile his Sword with my vile Blood. There 
© L muſt have periſh'd had not you generouſl 

* come to my relief, or at beſt muſt have fal- 
© Ten into the Hands of thoſe who doubtleſs 
© are now in ſearch after me, This is the true 
* account of my Misfortunes ; it now remains } 
* that you adviſe me what is to be done for me 

* in this Labyrinth of Confuſion. 
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Don Garcia quite aſtoniſh'd at the Woman's 
Leudneſs and Cruelty, ſcarce knew what An- 
{wer to give her, but conſidering her Sex, re- 
ſolv'd to do the beſt he could for her, and 
ſad, Truly, Madam, I can ſcarce believe Don 
Gaſpar to be a Gentleman, ſmce he treated you 
* ſo baſely, for he ought to have reſpefed you as 
@ Woman, and perhaps he may not yet go unte- 

CF warded. 


warded. Do you take your reſt at preſent, whilſt 
I flep to your Houſe to bear what has been the © 
conſequence of the Murder of Don Lewis, and 
your flight, and then we ſhall the better know 
what courſe to take. She return'd Thanks, 
and Don-Garcia went away to learn what he 
_ could of this fatal Diſaſter. When he came to. 
the Houſe, he ſaw Don Pedro brought out in 
Cuſtody, on fuſpition of having Murder'd his 
Brother, there being ſtrong Preſumptions a- - 
_ gainſt him, from the Paſſage found in the Gar- 
ret, and his own Bloody. Dagger in the Scab- 
bard ; beſides that the Maids declar'd Don 
Lewis had a Kindneſs for their Miſtreſs ; all 
which the Magiſtrates took care to ſift out by 
Queſtioning all the Servants in the Houſe, 
The innocent Gentleman was amaz'd at theſe 
unaccountgble Tranſactions, and much more 
at his Wife's flight : The miſs of the Jewels, 
and the Street-Door being open, gave further 
- Cauſe of foul ſufſpition ; fo that he was con- | 
dufRed to Priſon without offering one word in 
his own Vindication, and Guards were ſet up- 
on both the Houſes, without ſparing any of 
the . Servants, or Hippolita's Father and Mo- 
ther. Don Garcia much concern'd at fo diſ- 
mal a SpeQacle, went away to Don Gaſpar's 
Lodging, to call-him to an account for Rob- 
bing and abuſing of Hippolita, but the Land-_ 
lady told him he was gone away Poſt that ve- 
ry Morning for Lisbon, as his Servant had 
told her. Having learn'd all he could expe, 
and conſidering with himſelf that 1t was Fequi- 
| | ute 
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fite to-pnt the Lady into ſome place of Safety, 
becauſe Proclamation was already made, pro- 
_ __ mifing an Hundred Crowns reward to any Per- 

fon that ſhould'diſcover Hippolita, and forbid. 
ding any one to conceal her upon pain of 
Death : He went away to the Brokers and 

bought all Things neceſſary to Cloath her 
from Head to Foot, which he carry'd home 
himſelf, being refolv'd to truſt no Body. This 
| done heLock'd himſelf up with Hippolite, and 
having told her all he had learn'd, and. the 
danger Don Pedro was in,this put her into ſuch 
a Confternation that ſhe offer'd to go and deli- 
ver her ſelf up to clear him and all the Fami- 
ly. Don Garcia advis'd her to proceed with 
more Caution, made her Dreſs and Eat ſome- 
thing, and then calling a Chair, conduged her 
to a Monaſtery of Nuns, where he advis'd her 
to ſollicite her Husbands diſcharge, fince ſhe 
knew him to be innocent. She did ſo, in a Let-. 
ter ſhe wrote to the Preſident of the Council, 
that if he would know who had Murder'd 
Don Lewis, he might be pleas'd to come to her 
and ſhe would inform him, bh 

The Preſident, who defir'd nothing more, 
becauſe they were all Perſons of Great Quality, 
and ſhe his Kinſwoman, came with ſome other 
' Lords of the Council to the Monaſtery, where 
| Donna, Hippolita told them all ach 


between her and Den Gaſpar, and Don Lewis 
owning her ſelf to be the Murderer of her Brc- 
ther-in-Law, and clearing her Huſband and 

all the Seryants of both Houſes. The Prefident 
I gaVe 
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gave the King an account of what he had 
heard, who 1n conſideration of her Fluſband's 
Quality and Innocence pardon'd Hippolita, or- 
dering her Huſband and all the Servants to be 
ſet at —_  Hippolita, tho! her Huſband 
ſen!'d to defire it, would not return to live 

| with him, being fatisfy'd he could never love 
| her, after ſo many attempts to diſhonour him, 

and ſuſpe&ing he only endeavour'd to bring 
her home to puniſh her intended Leudneſs ; 
for what Confidence could a Man of Honour 
| be ſuppoſed to have in a Woman who had 
contrived ſo many ways to 1injure-his Bed, and 
Murder'd his Brother for compaſſing what ſhe 
was ſo willing to a& with another. There 
could certainly be no Safety either for Life 
or Honour with a Perſon who had been guil- 
ty of ſuch Crimes, and therefore ſhe choſe the 
wiſeſt courſe to ſecure her ſelf from his juſt © 
revenge. The Unfortunate Gentleman was 
ſo afflicted at this Diſgrace, that he never en- 
joy'd a minutes Eaſe, but pin'd away and dy'd 
within a Year after, leaving all his Eſtate to a 
Daughter. MHippolita had a Maintenance al- 
low'd her in the Monaſtery, not ſutable to her 
Birth, but much better than her Leudneſs de- 
ſerv'd ; where ſhe ended her Days lighted 
and ſcorn'd by all that knew her Story. Don 
Garcia marry'd a Great Fortune, that made 
him happy ; for tho* Nobly born he had but 
a {mall Eſtate of his own. Some time after a 
Man was brought Priſoner to Yalladolid for 
Robbing on the Highway, who at the Gallows 
confels'd, 


\ 
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fe ON he well Fs tfs that aha 
End, for beſides'the Crime for which he was 
then to ſuffer death, he had on the Road to 
Lisbon, Murder his Maſter Don Gaſpar to rob | 


Him of a great Parcel of Jewels he had taken 
_ from aLady that came to be proteQed b 7 
telling, in few words, all thin had p fd be 
. tween him and Hippolita by which it nn 


pear'd that Don Gaſpar had receiv'd his Re. MW 
ward for ſeducing of Hippolita, and afterwards 
Robbing of her. Don Garcia being the Per- 


fon that beſt knew it, told this Relation to his | 


' Friends, and at their requeſt left it in Writing, 
- as it ls here deliver'd. . 
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HE City of Valencia, Capital of the 
Kingdom of the ſame Name, extend- 
Y ing along the Shore of the Mediter- 
_ ranean, 18 ſeated in a moſt fertil Plain, and 
producing all things neceſſary, both for the 
{ſupport and delight of Humane kind, except- 
* ing only Wheat ; which, by reaſon all that 
Rich Soil 1s taken up with Vineyards, Orchards, 
Delightful Gardens, and Curious Medows, is 
brought from ſome Diſtance in ſuch Plenty, 
that the City abounds in that, as well as all 
other things. It 1s reſorted to by Merchants 
from all Parts, and conſequently flows in 
Wealth ; but its greateſt Blefling is the happy 
Temperature of its Climate, which is ſuch, that 
there 1s ſcarce any Winter ; and the Heat of 
- the Summer 1s moderated by the freſh Breezes 
blowing off the Sea 'upon its Walls and Gar- 
dens, of which there is a great number, moſt 
plentifully ſtored with all forts of moſt deli- 
cious Fruits. On one ſide of it runs the River 
Guadalaviar, betwixt its Walls and the Pa- 
lace, from which Abundance of Trenches are 
drawn to- Water the adjacent Gardens and 
Bo Orchards, 


Orchards, and ſupply the City. On the other 


fide, toward the Sea, is the Albufera, about 
_ threeMiles diſtant, being a large Lake abound- 
| Ing in moſt exquiſite Fiſh of ſeveral ſorts ;; the 
Fifth whereof 1s paid to the King beſides an 
infinite quantity or Water-Fowl that continy- 
ally covers the ſurface of the faid Lake. The 
Walls are ſtrengthened by many Towers, and 
_ of a great Extent, containing about Fifteen 
thouſand Families, and among them many 
_ Gentlemen of Note, with Fourteen Pariſhes, 
Forty eight Monaſteries of Friers and Nuns, 
_ Four of the Military Orders, fix Chappels, and 
as many Hoſpitals, and Five Colledges belong- 
ing te-the Uanventy; ff 
In this cry was born Don Vincent Fox, a © 
moſt Accompliſh'd Gentleman, not only for 
his Wit and Diſcretion, but above all for 
| Noble Behaviour, and being free from 
_ Cenſoriouſneſs , and ſo uſed to ſpeak well 
of all Perſons, but more eſpecially the 
Ladies, that they in return for his Civilities, 
gave him the Title of the Honourer. His 
Fatecits dy'd when he was about Twenty 
Years of Ape, leaving him a plentiful Eſtate, 
His uſual Diverſions were ſuch as became his 
Quality, without running into Leudnefs, or 
Extravagancy. 'This Gentleman being one 
Morning in the Walk before the Cathedral, 
among ſeveral other young Gentlemen of the 
fame Quality, diſcourſing of Youthful Afﬀairs, 
there thruſt himſelf into the Company an- 
other Gentleman, fo very tree in hus Rallric | 
all 
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and merry Conceits, that no Body went into _ 
- the Church but what he had a Laſh at, find- 
ing a thouſand faults with them, and thoſe 
ſometimes groſs enough. Don Vincent began 
to be uneaſie at that ſort of Buffoonry; becauſe 
' to make ſome laugh at the expence of the Re- 
 putation of others, if it may be calld Wit, is 
_ at the beſt very ungenerous. It happened at 
the. fame time that Don Vincent ſaw a Lady 
go into the Church, whom he knew at firſt 
fight, becauſe ſhe was his Miſtreſs, and a Lo- 
ver by the leaſt Glimpſe (even through a Veil) 
diſcovers what he admires. All the Company 
courteouſly bow'd to her, and Camilla, (for 
that was her Name) made a moſt obliging 
. Return ; for Civility is no way inconſiſtent 
with Medeſty, when it does not exceed the 
Bounds of Decency. Camilla was ſo Beanti- 
ful in her Perſon, of ſuch High Birth, and fo 
Virtuouſly referv'd, that tho' Don Vincent was ' 
as well Qualify'd as we have deſcrib'd him, 
thy he lov'd with little Hopes.to gain her by 
is Merits, and therefore believing no other- 
wiſe, than that the other Gentleman above 
mention'd could not but make her an excepti- 
on from the laviſhneſs of his Tongue ; he be-_ 
gan to extol her Mien, her Beauty, her Dil- 
cretion and her —_— ; fixing his Eye all 
the while on Don Claudio, (for that was the 


Name of the Railer) hoping to put him into 
a good natured Fit of ſpeaking Honourably of 
ſome one Perſon that Morning. All the Com- 
pany in General own'd he was in the right, 
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none of them imagining that he had any other 
motive for what he f{aid, but the truth of the 
_ Fae; for he was fo prudent as to keep con- 
_ cealP'd his Love, even from his moſt intimate 
Friends, knowing no impoſhbility for Friends 
to prove Enemies, and .that ſometimes the 
greateſt Confident is the firft that Plays a-foul 
Game. There are Abundance of Men, who 
ſpeak of others without any 111 Defign or Pro- 
vocation, but only by way of Diverſion and 
Paſtime ; as if it were a commendable quality 
to entertain the Company 1n - Diſcourſe by 
wronging the Abſent. PonClaudio was one of 
theſe, he knew all that was done in the City, 
and much more, gave foul Hints, carry'd 
Tales, fet Friends together by the Ears, and 
took it fo heinouſly to. hear any Body well 
ſpoken of, that as if Don Vincent had done him 
ſome great Injury, he addreſs'd himſelf thus 
to him: ee RT zlib ac On 
< It is to no purpoſe, Don Vincent, to mag- 
© nifie things ta ſuch a pitch among us Men of 
© the Town, who are every where, and know 
* al things that paſs ; for 1f the Original 1s not 
« anſwerable to the Deſcription given, it only 
© ſerves to provoke him that hears it. *Fhat 
© Lady is very handſome, well born, and dif- 
* creet ; but yet not-ſo very nice or reſerv'd 
* as you would fain make us believe ſhe 1s; 
* for I know the Man who has receiv'd ſome 
* Favours from her Mouth, which are beyond 
© the common Strain ' and Allowance. .. No 
* doubt but you are that ſelf-ſame happy hearts 
6 wang 
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0 who has deſery'd them, anſw Y Don Vin 
© cent, or elſe you could never takfg the Free- 
* dom to blurt it out in ſuch plain and expreſs 


© Terms. I do not fay I am that happy Man, 


© reply*d Don Claudio, but that I know him, 
© and have ſeen him with her very often. Don 
 *Vincent, whole Paſlion now ſwell'd high, 
© rather out of Diſdain than Jealouſie, ſaid to 
© him, I do not fo much admire, Don Claudio, 
_ * at your being fo highly favour'd by this 
© Lady, as-you tell us, as at your being ſo open 
 * in making it known, becauſe the firſt may 
© be the Effe& of your Merit or Good Fortune, 
F and T8 Ry perhaps have both ;-but the 
© other 1s a Dilreſpe& to the Lady, and want 
 * of regard to her Honour, a Fault which Men 
© of your Rank ought not to be guilty of. 
* However, I believe that neither I nor theſe 
* Gentlemen will entertain the worſe Opinion 
* of the Lady ; for as a Man 1s not oblig'd to 
* perform ; Phomil made to the Prejudice of 
* a third Perſon, tho? he have confirm'd it by 
 *Oath ; ſon like manner, I am of Opinion 
* there 1s no Neceſlity of believing any thing 
* that 1s ſaid in Diſhonour of the Ladies, whole 
© Reputation ought always to take place. Be- 
* ſides, with your good leave, Sir, the great- 
© eſt reaſon which ought to indace us not to 
_ © believe it, is becauſe you fſay it; for, they 
* that are belov'd always conceal the Favour, 
* and generally thoſe Perſons only that are 
* deſpis'd make the moſt noiſe ; there heing a 
* certain ſort of Men who take the liberty to 
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© boaſt, not of what they did, but of what they 
'< would have done if they could, taking grea- 
_ © ter pleaſure in telling what they do not a, 
* than ever they would do.in ating what they 
_ * ſay. I do not fay you are of that Temper, 


- © but that your Diſcourſe 1s not ſutable to the 


© fecrecy Afﬀairs of that high nature re- 
* quire, tho? it were only for fear of doing a 
© Miſchief with one word, which afterwards is 
_ © notto be recall'd or redify'd by many. There 
© 1s ſcarce any reſtitution to be made of Ho- 
* nour Don Claudio, as there 1s of Goods ; for 
* tho' the Truth appear as clear as the Day, 
* yet our Malice 1s fo full of Cavil, that it 
© ever retains a miſtruft of what 1t heard; and 
© it 1s an innate 11] Diſpofition in Man, rather 
© to take up with a doubtful Reproach than 
* oive car to an avouch'd Commendation. Yet 
* after all, this does not hold good, in the pre-- 
© ſent Caſe before us, becauſe we have all fo 
* well grounded an Opinion of that Ladies 
* Modeſty, that tho* as a Woman ſhe may be 
* {uppos'd liable to failings, yet being the Per- 
* fon we know her to be, that very Confidera- 
* tion takes away all Cauſe of Miſtruſt on that 
* Account; but that fr may be reduced to ſay 
* as I do, tho? you ſeem to inculcate the con- 
* trary, pray hear what I am going to tell you. 
© 'The Lady Camilla has a great deal of Difſcre- 
* tion, and being diſcreet there is no doubt 
* but ſhe muſt know how to make a good 
* Choice. Taking this for granted, I muſt 
* tell you in the next place, that I have Gan 
: ; | | | Þ e 
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© ed her theſe two Years, and there is no Que- 
* ſtion but I am a genteeler Perſon than you, 
* tho? perhaps inferior to all the reſt. 1 am 
£ much Richer, as having Four thouſand Du- 


* cats a Year, Land of Inheritance, and I much 
© queſtion whether you have that Sum in all. 
© the World. I am the better Schollar ; (tho? 


* it does not become me to fay it) becauſe as yet 
* you have given no Proof of your Wit, and I 
$ have perform'd ſeveral Publick Ads 1 this 
* Famous Univerſity, which have given me 


* ſome Place among the many Profeſtors of 
© Learning. As for my Birth every one knows 


©T am inferior to none ; and as for Valour, 


© which generally gains the Hearts of the La- 


* dies; it 1s certain, I am as far from cavyIng 


* any Man in that particular, as you have been 
« from ever drawing your Sword. Now all 
© theſe things being really ſo, and I having the 


£ Reputation of keeping a Secret ; if with all 
«£ this I have not merited ſo much Favour as a 
© Hearing ; how would you have me or any 
© Body elſe believe, that you have van- 
# quiſh'd ſo modeſt and reſerv'd a Lady, who 


* is ſcarce acquainted with the Name of any 


* one of us: Be pleas'd therefore to govern 
© your Tongue, eſpecially in things of this 
? Mane : for that Liberty you take 1s rather 
« offenſive than pleaſing to any of the Compa- 
* ny, at leaſt I think fo; for it is certain that 
© he who ſpeaks ill of the Abſent, does them 


* no Injury, becauſe they are not in Place to 
* 2nſwer for themſelves, and therefore it refle&s 
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© upon the Judgment of the Standers by, as 
_ ©making ſuch mean Account of them, as to be- 
© lieve they ean be taken with, and 1papoſed 
* upon by the hearing of ſuch hke ſcandalous 
© Refle&tions ; and here are, I aſſure you, too 
* many Gentlemen of Worth for you to enter- 
© tain {ſuch a mean notion of them. TON 
 <''There are a certain Set of Men who refer 
© all their Anſwers to their Tongues, and none 
< to their Hands, who always go abroad with 
* a irmRefolution not to take any thing as an 
© Affront, tho'it be never fo plain againſt them. 
* Don Claudio was one of this Stamp, and ſo 
© provoking in this way, that were he to have 
* made good all he faid, and to have fought 
< with all he injured, he:muſt never have kept 
_ © his Sword in the Scabbard, and therefore 
© making a Jeſt of what another would have 
* taken for an Afﬀront, the Anſwer he return'd 
© Don Vincent, was asking him, Where he 
* was to Preach next, for he had an excellent 
* Knack at it, and had done it to Adnuration ; 
- © but that the Lady could in Honour do-no leſs 
© than ſend him a Preſent of Hankerchers and 
_ © Sweet-meats ; if it were only for his having 
©taken upon him like a Knight Errant to right 
< the wrong done to the Lady Camilla. He fur- 
© ther added, That, as to his being more Gen- 
© teel, Diſcreet and Learned, there were 
< Judges enough to decide that matter ; and 1n 
< the mean while it were better that any 1n- 
« different Perſon had ſaid ſo much, tho? for 
* his part he ſubmitted, becauſe he was not iN 
Y On BEY 9 8 Rs 


- (133 ) 
£ 2 Paſſion at that time, and had taken an Oath 
« never to fight for any Woman living. 

 DonClaudioſpoke many more infipid things, 
all tending. to' the: ſame purpoſe, without ta- 

king the leaſt notice that Don Vincent was ve-. 
ry much 'in earneſt, that ſo he might not be 
oblig'd to anfwer him like a Gentleman. In 
thort, he made ſo many Jeſts, that the whole 
Company could not but burſt out a Laughing 
at him. But Don Vincent highly incens'd at 
his taking ſo little notice of the true meaning 
of his words, to leave him not the leaſt room 
© to plead ignorance; told him further ; If ma- 

© king a Jeſt of all that is ſaid to you be a con- 

* trivance to keep out of harms way, and palli- 

* ate Cowardice, the beſt way will be to Pad- 

* lock up your Mouth left ſome Body think 

* himſelf oblig'd to cut you over the Head for 

*1t 18 rather dangerous than ſafe to make fo 

* much uſe of your Tongue, and fo little of 

* your Hands. What I ſaid but now was meant 
*1n earneft, and with a deſign to make you 
* take 1t as an affront as I had done ;; bur fince 
© I perceive you are fo diſpos'd as not to make 
* any account of all I have or can fay, I adviſe 
©you'not to come to talk where am, tor ſhould 
*I grow out of patience with your Follies, 
* you may chance to feel my Actions to your 
* Coſt, tho* you will not underſtand my words. 
* I may talk in any Company, anſwer'd Dor 

_ © Claudio, and' no Man can with reaſon think 
© it any leſſening to him to Diſcourſe with me. 
* That is very true, Sir, reply'd Don Vincent ; 
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© but you are too well born to make a Buffoon; 
* and w1ll prove but a dangerous Friend to one - 
* that has the Reputation of honouring the 
* Ladies. Don Claudio thinking theſe Ex- 
preſſions requir'd a bolder Anſwer, and being 
_ fatisfy'd that the Company would not ſuffer 
Don Vincent to do him any Harm, boldly gave 
him the Lye, drawing his Sword at the ſame . 
time, as did alſo Don Vincent and all the reſt; I 
Don Vincent to revenge that Afﬀeront, and the 
Company, to prevent any Miſchief at that 
time, as aftually they did, for they interpos'd 
To effectually, and ſuch Abundance of People 
flock'd in betwixt them, that in Spight of his 
| Paſſion they carry'd him Home, ſo much be- 
fides himſelf with Fury and Rage,that he could 
. Have found in his Heart to revenge on himſelf 
the Wrong done him by Don Claudio, who 
| kept up cloſe for ſeveral Days, not daring to 
appear where.Don Vincent might meet him, as 
being ſenſible that whereſoever he ſaw him he 
would infallibly be his Death © | 
Don Claudio was Brother-in-Law to the 
Governour of the City of Yalencia, and tho' 
of no Account as to his Perſon, had very great 
Relations, who being ſenſible of the Hamer 
his Life was in, made their Addrefles to the 
Viceroy, deſiring he would interpoſe his Au- 
_ thority for compoſing that Aﬀeair, leſt Don 
Vincent ſhould commit fome Extravagancy, 
againſt Don Claudio. The Viceroy was oblig'd 
to make up this Quarrel, both as Chief Mini- 
{ter of Juſtice, and as a Friend to thoſe who |, 
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interceeded in behalf of Don Claudio ; .and 
therefore having made 'an Enquiry into the 
Merits of the Cauſe, tho? not rightly inform'd, | 
(becauſe all that gave: him the Account were 
the Offender's Kindred) he ſent for them, and 
order'd them both to be ſecur'd-in two Caſtles, 
till ſuch time as the Matter could be further | 
examined, and they brought toa Reconciliation. 
Don Vincent refus'd at firſt to be:reconciPd to 
his Adverſary ; but the Viceroy leaving no 
ſtone unturn'd, as well by Threats, as fair 
Promiſes, to bring him to a Compliance ; Don . 
Vincent perceiving he muſt either ſubmit, or 
remain a perpetual Priſoner, and fo be depriv'd 
of all Poſhbility of Revenge, promis'd to be 
_ TeconciPd to Don Claudio, and to put up the 
Afﬀeront in compliance with his Excellency, 
and ſo many Gentlemen, as urged him fo to 
do. Don Vincent was no ſooner ſet at Liberty, 
but he bent all his Thoughts how to take Re- | 
venge either in publick, or in private, "= 
could not effe& it for ſome time, becauſe 
Claudiobeing jealous of his Temper,was always 
at Home in the Evening earlier than 1s uſual 
with young Men ; and when ever he happen'd 
to be Abroad was till {o well attended by his 
Friends and Servants, that it was Impoſt le to 
make ant Attempt upon him, 7 

Camilla's Parents and Kindred being by this 
time inform'd, that the Quarrel had been upon 
her Account, and thinking it would be no ſmall 
Blemiſh to her Reputation,if that wag not ried: 

| | _ 
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dated among thoſe who knew the Original of 


the Controverſie ; they all propos'd to Mar- 
'Iy her to Don Claudio, the Viceroy to this ef. 
fe& promiſing to beſtow on him ſuch Prefer- 
ments as might make him an equal Match for 
Camillz*s Portton and Merits. Don Vincent 
knew nothing -of this Deſign, becauſe being 
quite over-run with Melancholy, as well for 
_ the affront receiv'd, as by the Thoughts he 
entertained, whether what Don Claudio had 
faid in relation to his Miſtris's Reſervedneſs 
might not be true, (for ſometimes a Man will 
believe Impoſlibilities when they are to his 
own Prejudice) he had not ſeen her for ſome 
Days or Nights at a low Grated Window, 
where they uſed to talk to one another ; Ci- 
milla obſerving how negligent Don Vincent - 
was, at that and neg of time when her 
iceroy were contriving: to 
_ Marry her to: Don: Claudio, not to be wanting 
to her Love, writ a Billet to him in a more . 
Complimental Stile than ſhe was' wont to do 
at other times, and ſent it by Feniſe, a Maid 
. of hers, whom ſhe had made*her Contident, to 
inform him of the deſperate Condition of her 
Love. Feniſs watch'd the firſt Opportunity 
that her Maſter and Miſtreſs might not know 
ihe was abroad, and then' went away to Don 
Vircent's,who receiv'd her with ſo much Cold- 
neſs, thar by his very Countenance the ſoon 
diſcover'd either his Anger, or his want of 
Aﬀe&ion'; for the Face ſeldom tails to ex- 
preſs the Sentiments of the Soul. ghe Glogs 
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the Letter, which he receiv'd without thoſs... - 
Expreſſions of Joy he was wont to make uſe 


of at other times. He read the Superſcription, 
_ as if he had been a Stranger towhat it contain- 


_ ation, as if he were indifferent,and only read it 
by way of Complaiſance; for when Men are jea- 
lous they afte& to let the World know that 
they can live without their Miſtreſs's Favours. 


At length ſtepping aſide, and leaving Feniſa to. 
divert her ſelf by looking upon ſome Pictures 


and Landſkips that cover'd the Marble-Walls 

of a ſtately Galery, he kiſs'd the Paper, and 

read the following Lines _ ered 
The LETT ER. 


Sir, Being ſo well acquainted with Don Clau- 


dio's #1 Tongue as you are, and knowing me 


fo well as you do, you muſt give me leave to 
complain apainſt your anger, fince you ſeem to 
believe what you know my Modeſty cannot poſ- 
fibly be guilty of, being ſuch a Perſon as I am, 
or my Inclination, being ſo much in Love with 
you. That you have believ'd what he told you 
3 certain, elſe you would never have kept from 
me ſo long ;, and if you bave not believ'd, (as I 
have reaſon to hope from a Man of your ſenſe ) 
T have ſtill the more cauſe of Complaint, becauſe 
you are ungrateful without any Provocation. Such 
% my Grief at this time, that I ſuppoſe it will 
ſoon put an end to my miſerable Days ;, for be- 
ſides the miſs of. ſeeing you, my Parents have 


taken 


ed, and broke open the Seal with ſuch Deliber- 
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(198) In 
 Paken a Reſolution to Marry me to Don Claudice 
That my Honour may be clear from any ble- 
_ miſh, if you love me as you pretended yqu did, 
there 1s Time enough to prevent it,and in what 
Manner you ſvall think fit, for Women that are 
really in hos will not ſlick at any Extravagancies. 

You are no leſs Diſcreet than I am Unfortunate, 


and by what I ſay, may gueſs bow much T en- 


dure. God preſerve you as I wiſh, that you may 
defend me againſt ill Tongues, but not that you 
, may forget me ;, for the one is a Favour, and 
the other Ingratitude, | 

_ Only he whois well acquainted with the 
Afﬀairs of Love, can be able to conceive with 
how much Ardour Don Vincent concluded the 
reading of this Letter ; conſidering that his 
Enemy had not only wrong'd him in his Ho- 
nour, but that he endeavour'd alſo by ſuch 
vile Means to deprive him of what he had me-_ 
rited by his Extraordinary Services ; however 
he made ſhift to take Pen and Ink, and to an- 
{wer Camilla, declaring his Love, and blam- 
ing his hard Fortune, yet promiſing himſelf a 
Proſperous Event, if 1t pleas'd God to ſpare 
his Life, and preſerve her Love. He ſeal'd up 
the Paper, writ the Superſcription, deliver'd 
1t to Feniſa, and requited her Trouble, defiring 
her to loſe no Time, but to make haſte to her 
Beautiful Miſtreſs. The truſty Servant did 
as ſhe was order'd, and coming into her Mt- 
ſtreſs's Apartment, without being obſerv'd, 
deliver'd the Letter, which was ſo great a Sa- 
MY __  risfaion 


LOS © we. 
tiefation to her, thar ſhe took Comfort npors 
the very Sight of it, and when it was opened, 


found in it theſe following words : 


The ANSWER. 


Madam, The Concern 1 ſbow'd when Don 
Claudio boafted that he enjoy'd your Favour, 
was not. becauſe I believ'd it, but becauſe thoſe 
who heard might credit it ;, for any thing is 


» 


E 


eaſily believ'd that is to the Difrepuation of a 
third Perſon. I have not forbore or defiſted. 
from ſeeing you for want of Love, but for 
fear of being deſpis'd ;, becauſe I fancy'd that 
as I am uneaſie at my ſelf until I am revenz'd, 
ſo you, Madam, who are the ſame with my felf, 
would not like to ſee me affronted and no Satis- 
| faWion given me. Honour can find out ſeveral 

Ways Fo ger me righted for the word Don Clau- 
Auto, ſaid to me,without Bloodſhed:but I can find 
no better way to prevent his robbing me of my 
Life, by Morryins you, than by removing the 
Cauſe ; and I know little more or leſs how this 
5 30 be done, and you ſhall know it too, if yore 
| bave Courage enough to let me ſee you, as you 
uſed to do at other times. The Hour ſhall be at 
Midnight, the Place your Grated Window, where 
you will pleaſe to meet me without any other 
Weapons, but your Eyes and your Sincerity, to 
which I ſubmit my ſelf before oi] tho” it be an 
Ul Omen for one that® has a Quarrel upon his 
hands. Biut when a Man is upon this ſort of 
Dury, Submiſſion is the greateſt Viftory, fince 


there 


— 
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there is ſo much Odds in the Weapons, I mean 
the Fyes ;, for as to Sincerity I believe my ſelf 
216 way inferior to you, to whom Heavens give g 
dong Life, tho" you belong to another, becauſe I 
have that value for you, that whatſoever hap- 
pens I ſtill. wiſh to ſee you alive. OY 


It 1s eaſy to be imagined that both the Lo. 
vers thought it a long Time till Midnight, 
ſhe to contrive how to. make Don Yincent hap- 
Py, and .he to do the Duty of a Gentle- 
- man, without loſing any Thing of his Love. 
It was juſt about Ten of the Clock when 
Don Vincent came into his Miſtreſs 
_ Street, but found every Thing was not yet 
as clear as he could have wiſh'd, for he heard 
ſome Noiſe of Swords and Targets, and ſome 
Inſtruments tuning, which ſhow'd there was 
Muſick to follow, and who ſhould this be but 
* Don Claudio, who reckoning himſelf now. in 4 
Manner a Bridegroom, deſign'd to entertain 
Camilla, By this Conſort of Mufick Don Fin- 
cent made a halt, and conſidering that to em- 
broil himfelf with all thoſe People, was not 
the Way to compaſs what he aim'd at, he re- 
lolv'd to a& the Diſſembler for the preſent, 
and to wait among the reſt of the Company. 
Here, with little fatisfation to himſelf, he 
Heard a moſt excellent Conſort contriv'd 
_ on purpoſe by the ableſt Muſicians of the Ci- 
E-: 6 When it was ended' it being obſerv'd 
that Camills had not open'd her Window, 
they tun'd again, and after a ſhort reſpite 


play'd 
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_ play'd ſeveral of the beſt compoſitions then in 
vogue, but with as little Succeſs as before. 
Don Claudio being ſenſible by this time how 
little Camilla countenanc'd his Addreſſes, fince 
the had not once open'd the Window ; he was 
much offended at this her ſcornful Deport- 
ment, diſmiſs*'d the Muſicians, but ſtay'd be- 

hind himſelf, with only two. Friends he con- 
| fided in, and two Bulkes more, who make 2 
Trade of cutting of Throats. Don Fincent 
laying hold of this Opportunity, ſince he could 


not at that time ſpeak with Camilla, becauſe 


abundance of the Neighbours appear'd at their 
Windows to hear the Muſick, follow'd Don 
Claudioand his Company into a narrow Street, 

here he ſtopt, -and then drawing his Sword, 
and taking hold of a Target that hung by his 
Girdle, call'd Don Claudio by name, told him 
Who he was, and that he was come thither,not 
to quarrel with him, on account of the former 


any, who durſt not ſtand to make it good ; 


but to warn him never to look after Camilla, 
or hope ſhe could ever be his, becauſe ſhe al- 
ready belong'd to another Perſon, who deferv'd 


| better, tho' he talkd Leſs; and therefore, be- 
fore he went one ſtep farther, he muſt give-him 


his word, that he would abfolutely delift from 
_ his Pretenſions that way, which if he refus'd 
he might be aſſur'd it would prove more dan- 
gerous than he imagin'd, Don Vincent was 1{a- 
tisfy'd he would anfwer neither of hisDemands, 


hoth, becauſe all his Relations were tngag'd : 


in 
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In promoting the Match, and in regard he 
had fo great odds at that time on his ſide, 
but he ſpoke after this manner, that - the 
Occaſion of the Quarrel being freſh, the 
| Viceroy might not be offended at his 
taking this way of Revenging himſelf by ano- 
ther Conteſt. Your boldneſs, an{wer'd Don 
Claudio, deſerves no Anſwer, but turning 
my Back upon, and leaving you like a Mad- 
' man as you are that you may find me out 
when lam not fo well attended ; for it is 
certain that theſe Gentlemen who are with 
me, will -not leave us to our ſelves, tho'I 
ſhould deſire it, and I would not willing- 
Ty have it faid to Morrow that you engag'd 
with five, when any-one of us is enough for 
you and ſeveral others. Don Claudio ſpoke 
after this manner with a defign to put Don 
Vincent into a Paſſion, who being alone, and 
they ſo many could not eſcape being either 
 KilFd or wounded in the Fray ; befides that 
if he were aſſaulted this would prove his Ju- 
ſtification with the Viceroy, that he did not 
give the firſt Provocation, but was compell'd to 
quarrel by Don Vincent's Attempt upon him. 

But Don Vincent underſtanding the Writings 
were to be ſign'd the next Day, for their Mar- 
rlage, fell upon them all five, with ſuch Fury, 
that they had all enough to defend themſelves 
againſt his juſt Reſentment, eſpecially Don 
Claudio, who concluded himſelf now quite un- 
done; for the two Bullies he had to guard 
Him, forſook their Charge, and made off as faſt 
" | Es ag 


-- Ces 
as. they could, either becauſe they were in cold 
Blood, or becauſe he did not pay them gene- 
rouſly, or what 1s moſt likely, becauſe that 
ſort 'of People have neither Honour to 
ſtand, nor Courage to offend. Of the three 
_ that remain'd, one was ſo much Hurt, that he - 
was fain to make uſe of the other to, carry 
him off to be taken Care of Oſo that Don Vin- 
cent did not in the leaſt queſtion but that Don 
_ Claudio being left alone, he ſhould ſoon diſ- 
patch him, if he did not make as much uſe of 
his Heels now, as he did of his Tongue of late, 
| but. as ſoon as ever he found himſelf forſaken 
by all his Company, he began firſt to Retire, 
and at laſt refolv'd to run outright, taking the 
advice of thoſe who ſay, That one pair of Heels 
#5 worth two pair of Hands. But this old Pro- 
verb did not prove true with Don Claudio, 
for as ſoon as: ever he turn'd his Back, his 
Enemy was in with him at two Strides, and . 
without any Oppoſition gave him two Mortal - 
9tabs, which made him drop to the Ground. 
Don Vincent ' fearing to be taken up by the 
Rounds, if he ſtay'd, left that Street with all 
poſſible ſpeed, and went away to Camilla's, 
whom he found at the place appointed, in no 
imall Fright, as not knowing what might be 
the occaſion of Don Vincent's ſtaying ſo long 
beyond the appointed time. He acquainted . 
her in a few Words with the Death of his 
Adverſary Doan Claudio, the Danger he was in 
_ himſelf, and the Hazard ſhe ran,if her Parents 
{hould chance to know that her Beauty had 
$2 en i; been 
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— Townor City. Being thus agreed they took 
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| been the Occaſion of Don Claudio's unhappy 


Death, and therefore deſir'd her to ſacrifice 
every thing to her Love, and to leave. the 


Houſe immediately, and he would carry 


her where ſhe might lie conceaP'd, and more to 


\ her SatisfaQtion, till her Parents could be ap- 


peas'd, and the Viceroy's Rage allay'd, which 
he had Reaſon tFfear would not be ſoon, be- 


that Aﬀauir. rag thn Þ 


| A Womanin Love is ſoon perſwaded to 


any thing, provided it tends to the accompliſh- 


ment of her Defires. Accordingly Camilla 
lik'd her Lover's Advice ſo well, that, without 
any farther Conſideration, ſhe comply*d with 
his Will, and got out at a Gatden Door, which 
led into another Street, attended only by F2- 
iſa, who would not leave her upon this Occa- 
ſion. They took a Refolution not to depart 


the City that Night, nor for ſome Time after: 


For the beſt Way to diſappoint the Search of 


Juſtice in ſuch Caſes is to ftay long in the 


fame Place, where the Crime is committed, 
eſpecially 1f 1t be in a populous and large 


their Way thro* ſeveral Streets towards the 
Houſe of an old Servant of Don Vincent's, who 
being out of the Way, and little known, could” 
nor eaſily be ſuſpe&ed to conceal them. 

They were now come very near the Houſe, 
when at the turning of a Corner they were 
met by eight Men, who obſerving them to be 
kn great hafte, one of them ſtep'd up whey to 
| tnem, 
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them, and aſk'd Don Vincent the uſual que- 
ſtions, Who he was? And whether he was 
going, at that unſeaſonable Hour of the Night? 
Don Vincent was ſurpriz'd, and the Fearful 
Lady diſmay'd, eſpecially when they pecceiv'd 
that the Perſon who aſl the Queſtions was 
Don Claudio's Brother-in-law ; who being as 
we told you before, Governor of the City, 
tho? Ignorant as yet, of what had happen'd, 
was taking his Rounds in thoſe moſt remote Parts 
_ of the Town, toridthem of a parcel of Thieves, 
who, under the Notion of poor Soldiers, were 
Aid to rob all they met, that way. Don Vin- 
ent altering his Voice, as much as he could, 
as believing no otherwiſe than that the Go- . 
vernor knew what had happen'd, anſwer'd, 
That he was a Gentleman of the beſt Quality 
in Valencis, and that Lady very well known, 
and therefore, ſince it appear'd that the whole 
Offence was but a ſlip of Youth, he begg'd the 
_ Favour that he wouldnot infiſt upon knowing 
them; and this\he did with abundance of 
Courteſie, and more Submiſhon than would 
have agreed with his 'Temper at another Time; 
but he knew that upon ſome Occaſions a Man 
1s a Gainer by humbling himſelf. The Go- 
'vernor an{wer'd in an obliging manner, He 
well knew the Reſpe& that was due to Gentle- 
men; but that the Duty of his Office hinder'd 
him, at that Time, from uſing that Sort of 
_ Courteſie, tho? that ſhould not obſtruk his 
practicing of it, when he knew who they were, 
vecauſe it was a Duty AGUIED on his Poſt. 
| V2 to. 


ES 
to know who he was, and the Lady he' had 
with him, and a Conſequence of his Birth and 
Quality to ſerve them to the utnioſt of his 
Power, after he had ſeen who they were. Don 
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Vincent excus'd himſelf again; and the Gover- 
nor {t1]] perſiſted, imagining that backward- 
* neſs in diſcovering himſelf to be an infallible 
Sign of ſome private Guilt, and therefore drew 
nearer Don Vincent in a rough and imperious 
manner, to force his Cloak from before his 
Face. He ſeeing the Governor's Reſolution, 
turn'd to Camilla, and ſaid, Madam, This is an 
unavoidable Exigency, make your Eſcape the 
beſt you can, for I muſt leave nothing unattemp- 
ted to fave my ſelf: Then drawing his Sword, 
like a deſperate Man,he began to lay about him 
furiouſly, and remembering there was a Mo- 
naſtery of Fryars cloſe by, preſs'd on upon 
_ their Swords, and made his way clear thro' 
the Eight Men. As ſoon as ever he faw 
himſelf out of the Reach of their Swords, he 
ran towards the Church, and came to the Mo- 
naſtery Gate, at that very lucky Minute when 
two of the Religious were. juſt going out, to 
aflift a Dying Perſon, and the Porter ſeeing a 
ſingle Man, with his naked Sword, eagerly 
purſu'd by ſo many, and ſoon gueſling at the 
Meaning of .it, without any Surprize open'd 
the Door wide for him, that he might not be 
hinder'd, and as ſoon as he was in clap'd it 
too upon thoſe that purſu'd him. ET, 

The Governor by this Time knew Don 
Vincent, becauſe he was fain to let $0 oy 

0a 


—- Cap 

Cloak-to lay hold of his Sword and Target, 
and the brightneſs of the Night contributed: 
much to his being diſcover'd : However, con- 
ſidering there was no apprehending of him at 
that time, becauſe the meeting of him with a 
Woman was no Offence that would juſtite 
the breaking open of the Doors of the Mona- 
ſtery, he return'd to the place where the Fray 
began, and where he had left Camilla and Fe- 
niſa, with two of his Men, both of them Pale, 
and almoſt Speechleſs with Fear. When Ca- 
_ milla ſaw the Governor return, fuming,and in 
a Paſhon, becauſe he had not been able to ſfe- 
_ cure Don Vincent, it was no {mall Comfort to 
_ her, judging rightly, that her Lover was out 
of Danger; for thoſe who truly Love are gene- 
rally leaſt troubled at their own Misfortunes. 
She ſtep'd to him, veild as ſhe was, and deſir'd 
he would not uncover her, till {he was at his 
Houſe, or where elſe he pleas'd to carry her, 
ſhe being a Woman of ſo high a Rank, that he 
would repent it, {hould he do otherwiſe. This 
ſhe ſaid to avoid being uncover'd before fo 
many. Men, and, at the {ame time, to gain the: 
more Time for her Lover to ſecure hinfelt, 
The Governor granted her Requeſt, and went 
away towards his own Houle, deſigning to 
leave her there with his Wife, and then oo to 
acquaint the Viceroy with Don Vincent's Oi- 
tence, But he was ſcarce come to the great 
9quare, when he receiv'd the News of his Bro- 
ther-in-Law's Death, and, that he was kill'd 
by the yery Perſon he might fo eafily have 
O 3 tecur'd 
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fecur'd but juſt before. He then preſently 
went up to the Lady and removing her Veal 
from her Face, in a very rough Manner, found 
1t was Camilla, whom he carry'd before the 
Viceroy, telling him all that happen'd. 'The 


Viceroy having heard of it before, and looking 
upon himſelf as a Party concern'd in this | 
 Quarre] becauſe he made the Reconctlia- | 
tion, had already ſent abroad a Number of his 
Men to lie in wait upon the Roads, and put 
out a Proclamation, forbidding any body to 
conceal him under fevere Penalties. But 
the Governor now telling how he had left 
him in the Monaftery, he ſent him back 
_ with fifty Men, and his Orders to the Superfor 
to permit him to Search All the Houſe, which 

_ he immediately comply'd with, opening all 
the Doors, and commanding the Religions 
Men not to offer the leaſt thing that might 
look like obſtruQing. the civil Magiftrate in 
their Search. The Governor and all his Fol- 
lowers being admitted within ' the Mona- 
ſtery, left no Cell, Vault, Chappel, or Corner 
In the whole Houſe unſearch'd, (fuch was his 
deſire of Revenge) but not meeting with what 
he look'd for, return'd, much out of Counte- 
nance, to acquaint his Excellency with his ill 
Succeſs, who expetted him, making no Queſtion 
of his bringing the Priſoner along with him. 
But Don Vincent had more Wit, than to ftay for 
their coming, for as ſoon as ever thoſe who 
purſu'd him were gone from the Gate, conſt- | 
dering with himſelf that they would certainly 
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come again to ſecure him, without any Regard 
to the Immunities of the holy Place, which 
| provok'd Fuſtice does not always obſerve, 
he got _ out over the Garden Walls, and 
went away to the Houſe of an intimate Friend 
he had, whoſe Name was Don Valerio, who, 
hke a Gentleman and true Friend, in Spight of 
all the Threats mention'd in the Prochi- 
mation, conceal'd him in his Houſe, in fo 
private a Place, that tho* they had known he 
was ſhelter'd there, they could never have 
found him, and this they did without ac- 
quainting either Man or Woman Servant with 
the Matter, as knowing them, in ſuch like 
Caſes, often to prove the moft dangerous 
Enemies. | KEYS 
The Magiſtrates by this Time left no Place 
unfearch'd, and took particular Care to fecure 
all the Roads, believing his only way to eſcape 
them, was to get into another Avi Boy where 
all Crimes are ſtifled. Their Notion, it's. true, 
was right, but they did not confider that fuch 
things muſt be done with Caution, for to fly 
out of a City as foon as the Crime is commit- 
$d, 1$ more like endeayouring to run with 
Fetters on a Man's Legs, to betray him, than 
a ſafe Means to ſecure himſelf; and therefore, 
as I have hinted before, the ſureſt way to dif- 
appoint all Search, is to depart the Place when 
they believe a Man 1s in France, or in the 
Weſt-Indies. To help this Contrivance there 
is every where a ſort of Newſmongers, who 
are 10 $nd of telling a freſh Lye every day, 
==": HS & that 
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that they will pretend they have Letters thatthe, 
Perſon fought after has been ſeen publickly in 

Germany, or landing on the Coaſt of Barbary,and 
this they do, not out of any deſign to favour the 
Party that lies conceal'd, but to be thought Men 
of Intelligence, and to find talk for the Day; 
and theſe pretended Intelligences may eaſily be 

1nprov'd to the Advantage of the Diſtreſſed 
Party, by having it ſpread abroad by his private 
Friends, that he is at a great Diſtance from the 
| Place where the Fa& was committed. 
A Report being. thus ſpread abroad, that 

Don Vincent was many Leagues from the King- 
| dom of Yalencia, the Viceroy gave over his 

Search, as well in Regard he had no Hopes of 
compaſiing his Deſign, as becauſe being better 
1nform'd of the Truth of the FaQ, and under- 
ſtanding by this Time, by the unanimous 
_ Conſent of-all unbyaſs'd Perſons, that: the 
beginning of the Quarrel had been ſo honour- 
able, as ſtanding up for. the Reputation of the 
Ladies, and that no Man gave Don Claudio a 
good Word, tho? he was Dead, which 1s the 
\ Time when Commendations are moſt freely 
beſtow'd; for a Perſon departed is always hon-' 
our'd, tho? he never deſeryv'd it whilſt Living, 
I fay the Viceroy conſidering all theſe 'Things 
grew calm, and reſolv'd to be more favourable 
to Don Vincent, in caſe he ſhould be found 1n 
_ Valencia, before his Viceroyſhip was expir'd. | 
| Don Vincent thinking himſelf ſomewhat fa- 
fer by the Intelligence his Friend Don Valerio 
brought him concerning the V icerays. FX | 
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ſolv'd to get away into Caſtile, that he might 
there, with more Security,ſollicite his Freedom 
by ſuch Means as ſhould be found moſt con- 
ducing to make up that Breach. But his Love 
continuing {till to prevail in his Heart,he took 
a firm Reſolution, that ſince he was oblig'd to 
quit Valencia, he could not do it, without ſee- 
ing his Beloved Camil/a,who was in great An- 
guiſh'of Mind, at the Houſe of a Gentleman 
of the firſt Quality in Valencia, where ſhe had 
| been lodg'd by the Viceroy's Order, part- 
FM ſpite Don Vincent, and partly at the La- 
y's own Requeſt, and for her Safety ; becauſe 
her Father was of ſo mercileſs a Temper, and 
ſo much provok'd by the Fault ſhe had com- 
mitted, that there was great Reaſon to fear he 
would do her ſome fatal Miſchief, ſhould ſhe 
happen to fall into his Hands; and therefore 
ſhe thought it more convenient to ſtay at 
that Gentleman's, with two Beantiful Daugh- 
ters he had, who took ſuch a liking to her, 
that had it not been for her Melancholy, oc- 
calioned by her Troubles, they would have 
thought themſelves oblig'd toFortune for this 
Miſhap, they being Charm'd to Admiration 
with her extraordinary Courteſy, Wit and 
Beauty. Don Valerio was ſomewhat related to 
theſe Ladies, which, as it intitled him to the _ 

Liberty of viſiting them ſometimes, without 
asking leave, ſo their Kindred was not fo near 
as to deprive hin» of the Hopes of Marrying 
Donna Maria, the Eldeſt of the I'wo Siſters, 
unto which ſhe gave no {mall Encoupagement 
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as well by her Eyes. as ſometimes alſo by ſome 
tender Exprefſions, becauſe Don Falerio was a 


Perſon deſerving that Favour , and the only 
Man ſhe had the freedom to Converſe with; 
for a conſtant. and pleafing Fami Larity is the 

moft powerful Spell to engage a Lady's heart. 

Don Valerio was a Perſon of tingular Difcreti- 
on, and had once reſolv'd never to Devote | 

himſelf to any Lady, till ſeeing Downa Marie, | 

He could no longer withſtand the Power of her 

Charms, but after having concealed his Love 
for ſome time, and often declared it by the 

dumb, but moſt eloquent Language of his Eyes, 

He one Night took the Liberty to give her an 

Excellent Confort of Mufick under her Win- 

dow, and at the fame time ſung the following 


Vertes: . Wen on 
ns The SOXGE. 


£ | 'L 
Once hardew'd, now relenting Heart, 

Still ſubje& to Extreams - E 
Once proof again(# Love's: Golden Dart, 
op hulPd in amrous Oe Eg 

etl not on vain fantaſmick foys, 

That never _ px. bliſs, F 
All other Pleaſures are but Toys, 

Love only's is ith | 
| FF Too long fond Heart you wildly ftray'd 
| Ih Eh, of falſe Delight, 9 fr 
Pleas'd with the Shadows which you maae 
Regardleſs of the Light, 


| Unhappy 
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Unhappy that you've loſt much Time 
In Toil you took for Reſt. 
Thrice happy that you ſee your Crime, 
And loving much art bl:ſt: 
Forgive this wand ring Heart, bright Saint, 
Tb! long *t have been aftray, _ 
gy ny now, begs leave you'll grant 
Vows due to you 't may pay- 
Fo you alone it ſhall afpire, 
 Toygouits off 'rings bring, 
Only on you gaze and admire, 


Only pour Praiſes ſing. 


Don Valerio had not acquainted his Friend 
hitherto with this Love, for tho? he did not 
miſtruſt his Diſcretion, yet he thought it no. 
Breach of Friendſhip to conceal from him ſuch 
4 private Amonr ;, becauſe he reckoned it a 
Piece of Vanity to declare to him he was be- 
tov'd, and to fay he was not would be unjuſt ; 
and therefore he choſe rather to love on in Si- 
lence, for Fear of offending his Miftreſs's Ho- 
nour, which ought, at all Times, to be managed 
with great Caution, being of the nature of 
Glaſs, which if roughly handled, is at leaſt in 
danger of being damaged, if not broken. He 
now finding Don Vincent ſo eager to contrive 
how he might ſee his Camilla, made known to 
him his Love for Donna Maria,and how Inſtru- 
mental ſhe might prove in affiſting of him. It 
is needleſs to tell any Lover what a fatisfa- 

tion 


Rion this was to Don Vincent, for he that ever 
loved will eafily conceive much more-than 
I am able to expreſs. The next Day DonVale- 
7i0 went to Viſit his Coufin, whom he ac- 
quainted with his Proje&, under the Caution 
of Secrecy, tho*' this was altogether needleſs, 
| becauſe,tho' a Woman, ſhe was of great Birthand 
Diſcretion. She. expreſs'd ſo much Satis- 
_ fi&tion at it, that he was deliver'd of the 
Apprehenfſion he had of offending by ſuch a 
Propoſal. The Reafon was; that Donna Ma- 
71a being ſtrangely fond of Camilla, ſhe con- 
cluded, not without good Reaſon, that ſhe at 
. once obliged Don Vincent by granting his Re- 
queſt, and Camilla in being the Meſſenger of 
| fuch good News ;, which was ſo pleaſing to 
Her, that the Satisfa&ion ſhe conceived for 7 
while ſtruck her quite dumb,and ſhe ſtood like 
a Statue without Senſe or Motion. For our Con- 
dition 1s ſuch that not only Sorrow diſturbs 
Our. Mind, but even Joy often puts us out of 
Order. In ſhort, after having debated ' the 
whole Buſineſs at Leiſure, they agreed that Don 
Vincent ſhould be hid till Midnight in a Ser- 
vant's Room in the Houſe, when he ſhould 
go out into a Garden, which being next ta 
Camilla's Chamber, he might there talk to her 
at Pleaſure till Morning. Don Ualerio and. 
Donna Maria having made uſe of that fame 
Place.to entertain one another. | 
Don Uincent was no leſs over-joy'd than 
Camilla, when his Friend told him what had 
been agreed on. And tho? there ſeem'd to be 
| no 
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no Danger 1n the thing as the Plot was laid, yet 
Don Valerio thought it cotvenient he ſhould 
- go in ſome ſort of, Diſguiſe,” that in caſe he 
ſhould be ſeen by any of his ' Acquaintance, 
they might not know him. , Accordingly Dor 
Uincent was clad in a Greeniſh &os of 
Cloaths, (being Don Ualerio's Livery) with 2 
Pair of Falſe Whiskers, and a Patch on his 
Left-Eye : In' this manner he ventur'd out in 
the Evening, through the Streets of Ualenciz, 
and went along with his Friend up into his 
Miſtreſs's Apartment, where he ſaw, and 
might have Diſcours'd her at Pleaſure, had 
oy not been, prevented by an unſeaſonable 
_ Viſit; which oblig'd him to put it off till-a more 
convenient time. D.Yalerio took leave of his Mi- 
ſtreſs and the other Ladies, and wenthis ways, 
deſigning tb ftay with his Friend ; both to 
ſtand by him 'upon Occaſion, and to ſee his 
Kinſwoman, as he. us'd to do at other times. 
But it fell out otherwiſe, for Donna Maria's 
Brother meeting him, as he was going down 
the Stairs, defir'd he would 'keep him Com- 
pany that Night, becauſe an Accident had 
fallen out that would require the Afiſtance of 
his Sword, which Don Ualerio could not re- 
fuſe, and therefore deſired him to wait at his 
Houſe, and he would be there within two 
Hours. During that time he had the Oppor- 
tunſty of putting Don Vincent into Martines's 
Room; this being the Name of the Servanr, 
who was intruſted with both their Loves. 
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Tt is unpoſſible to expreſs with how much 
Eagerneſs as well as SatisfaQtion, the Amorous 
Don Vincent expeQed the time appointed when 
he was to ſee his dearly beloved Camille ; lit- 
_ tle dreaming what a Diſaſter his ill Fate was 
juſt preparing for him, which was like to have 
proved the moſt dangerous of his Life z and 
ment in this manner. Donna Maria's Fa- | 
ther had the. Reputation of being exceſſive | 


Rich, and very Covetous, (for theſe two things 


often go together) and ſome of his Family 
having inform'd him that his Servant Mari- 
nez*had Abundance of Pieces of Eight (which 
in effe& he had got by Don PYalerio) and there 
being ſome Plate and other Things miſſing in 
the Houſe at that very time, the Old Gentle- 
man fancy'd that Martinez could not have fo 
much Money by ſaving his Wages; which were 
inconſiderable, and as Covetous Men com- 
monly ſet up for being very long fighted, con- 
cluded that Martinez had certainly rob'd him. 
He was the more confirm'd in this Notion by 
another of his Servants, who, rather out of 
Malice than any honeſt Deſign, told him, that 
Martinez did uſe to bring ſeveral of his 
Friends into his Chamber, (becauſe perhaps he 
had ſeen Don Palerio A's, and that they had 
great Suppers together. Upon this Informa- 
- on the Old Gentleman being become exceeding 
jealous of Martiinez's Pieces of Eight, reſolv'd 
to catch him unawares, the better to dive into 
the Bottom of that Afﬀeair. For this purpoſe 
he came down out of his Chamber at ST 
- 


Dl 


PS , 

of the Clock at Night, attended by rwo Ser- 
| vants, and went into the Room, where Dor 
Vincent was with Martines, Conſulting, whe- 
ther it was time to go out into the Garden or 
no. Donna Maria's Father happening to over- 
hear {ne of their Words through the Key- 
hole, and concluding by them that the Man . 
who was with his Servant did certainly afliſt 
him in the Robberies he thought him Guilty 
of, becauſe he heard him ſay, Ir was now near 
the time to put their Deſign in Execution ;, he 
{ent for four Servants more, bidding them as 
ſoon as they could get into the Room to ſecure 
that Man, who look'd very Suſpicious by his 
Mein and Garb, and tye him Neck and4 
Heels, which done, they ſhould ſerve Mar- 
tines in the fame manner, to prevent their 
wicked Deſign of Robbing him, till in the 
Morning they could commit them to Priſon, 
and Extort a Confeſhon from them by the 
Rack, Thus inſtructed they knock'd at the 

Door, at which Martinez was not a little ſur- - 
priz'd, becauſe of the Unſeaſonableneſs of the 

Hour ; but recolleQing himſelf and thinking 
it might perhaps be Don Yalerio, or ſame of 
his Lady's Maids, he took heart, and call'd 
out aloud, Who was there 2 and What th 

wanted 2 But when he heard his Maſter's 
Voice, he appear'd like one thunder-ſtruck. 
Don Vincent not knowing the Cauſe of that 
unexpeRed Accident,and wanting Time to atk 
what it meant, ſtood {till, believing in the 
Habit he was, no Body could know him, and 
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imagining that ſince they did not come to look 
for him, he had no Reaſon to be diſturb'd. Mar- 
 zines, tho' in a great Confternation, yet for 
Fear of giving greater Cauſe of Suſpition, by 
ſeeming too backward, and conſidering Don 
Uincent was ſo much diſguiz'd, oped the 
Door to his Malter, who came in, not much 
concern'd in outward Appearance, with the 
others that attended him, and only ask, 
Why he was not a Bed at that time of Night? 
He anſwer'd with ſo much' diſorder, as gave 
Ground to ſuſpe& much more than he was 
Guilty of. His Maſter {till pretending to take | 
little notice, ask'd again, Why he brought 
any Friends of his into the Houſe at Night, 
without his Leave ?, Bidding him never 
| do fo again, for he would not allow of it. 
All this was done to ſecure Don Uincent,who, 
when he leaſt ſuſpe&ed it, was ſurrounded by 
four Men, and diſabled from ſtanding upon 
his Guard, not being at liberty to draw his 
Sword, which they took away, and bound 
his Hands and Feet, giving him very ſcurv 

_ Language beſides: The ſame was done with 
Martinez, and ſo they were both left together, 
and a Servant with them to obſerve all their 


__ Acions. : 


It would prove a very hard Task to expreſs 
the Confuſion the poor Gentleman was 1n, 
con(idering his preſent dangerous Circumſtan- 
ces, when the beſt he could expe& was to be 
known and remain a Priſoner all the Days of 
His Life, by which means he muſt alſo for 

; | eVEL 
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ever loſe Camilla, This put him a thouſand 
times upon telling the Servant that watch'd. 
them, who he was, that he might acquaint. 
his Maſter, who as a Gentleman, was bound 
in Honour to _prote& him. But then again 
conſidering, that perhaps he might be the 
more 1ncens'd for. his having carry*d on that 
Intrigue in his Houſe, and that, if he muſt be 
diſcover'd, it was better Don Valerio ſhould do 
it, who they had agreed ſhould come for him 
at Four in the Morning, he reſolv'd to ſtay till 
' Day, and then acquaint him with all that had 

happened, IDs 
 _ About an Hour was paſt, when the Servant 
that was left to watch them, conſidering with 
Himſelf that they were faſt Bound both Hands 
and Feet, and therefore in no poſlibility of _ 
making their Eſcape, beſides that he had the 
| Key of the Room in his Pocket, laid himſelf 
down on a Great Cheſt, which to one that 
wants Sleep is as good as the ſofteſt Feather- 
Bed in the World; and began to ſnore ſo hears 
tily, that he gave Don Vincent Time and Op= 
Portunity to ſtudy ſome Way or other to make 
his Eſcape, and if poſlible to ſee his Dear 
Spouſe (for ic he always call'd her) to make 
his Excuſes for his Delay. Every way there 
appear'd almo% inſurmountable Difficulties ;, 
becauſe he wanted Hands to unbind his Feet, 
and had not the help of his Feet to relieve his 
Hands ; fo that he ſaw no way of attempting 
his Deliverance. But Neceſlity being ever in- 
genious, beyond what can be conceived by 
= __ others, 
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others; and brave Minds in Diſtreſs ſtickihg 


at nothing, he bethought himſelf of a moſt no- 
table Expedient, which was, that he dragg'd 
himſelf along the Floor to a little "Table, on 

which ſtood a Candle Burning in a Candle- 
ſtick, and not regarding the Pain he was lke- 


ly to endure, (for in ſuch Caſes a Man muſt 


uſe himſelf roughly) he held his Hznds to the 


Flame, till he burnt the Cord that held them 
| In two, not without moſt ſeverely ſcorching 


his Hands. This done, with his Teeth he 
loos'd that part which was wound about his 


| Wriſts, and now ſeeing his Hands at liberty, 


unbound Martines. They both laid hold of 


their Swords, and thus provided, awak'd the 


Man that was to have watch'd them, who 
pretending to cry out, and refuſing to deliver 
the Key,to prevent the dangerous conſequences 
of his making a Noiſe, Don Vincent ſtabb'd 


him, tho' with much Regret, being loth to 


imbrue his Hands in the Blood of that In- 


nocent Man ; but ſometimes the worſt of Cru- 
_ elties 1s juſtify'd by Neceſſity, and many 


Crimes are committed to avoid the Puniſhment 


\ of the firſt, Having thus ftopt his Mouth, 
Martinez took the Key from the Deceaſed, and 


opening the Door, they both went down into 


_the Garden, without any further Trouble. 


Here Donna Maria and Camilla were each of 


them expeQing her Lover, with much impati- 


ence, by re:ſon of their Delay, and conſequent-_ 


Ne: ly both about to complain of that backward- 


nels, when: Don Vincent prevented them, gi- 
; | VINg 
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ving an Actount i great haſte of all the Miſ= - 
| fortunes'of that Night, iti as few Words as he 
- could. Then taking leave of Camilla, more 
with his Thoughts than Words, he left her, 
without ſtaying to be a Witneſs of her AMi- 
Rion, which was as great as may be ima- 

gin'd, ſince ſhe was to loſe what ſhe loved 
| fo much. The Garden Walls were fo high 
that It was very difhcult getting over ; but 
that they 'had the Conveniency of a Tree 
which ſtood near them, and ſo climb'd over, 
yet not without much trouble and hazard. 
hey went diretly to Don Valerio's Houſe, 
who was juſt then come home, and con- 
fulting about what had happen'd, they all con- 
cluded, that Donna Maria's Father had got 
ſome Information of her Love, and her Talk- 
Ing at the Window by Night; and therefore 
 {uppofing it would be diſcover'd the next Day, 
and they would infallibly come to D-n Val. 
7i0's Houſe, where they might poſiibly find 
Don Vincent, 1t was agreed he ſhould imme- 
diately depart the City. Accordingly they 
mounted two Horſes,andDon Vincent went away 
attended by Martinez, who, tho' but of mean 
Extracion,was a Perſon of Courage, and took 
with him Four thouſand Crowns he had pro- 
vided for ſuch an Exigency, ever {ince his firſt 
Quarrel with Don Claudio. They ſtruck a- 
way clear from the great Road, and before it 
was well Day were eight Leagues from Fa- 
lencia, in a Wood of Pine-Trees, Þ thick and 
Mountainous that it plainly appear'd there was 
2 no 
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wards their Left-hand they heard the Bleat- 
ing of ſome Sheep at a ſmall Diſtance, and 


 durſt fo much as keep an Inn thereabouts, he 


and turn'd them looſe to Graze till the Eve- 


_ refuſes nothing that is fit for the Preſervation 


| A Shepherd that was to be their Guide; when on 
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no Road from thence to any adjacent place. 
They knew not which Way to take, when to- 


preſently after ſome Human Voices, towards 
which they made, and by their Dire&ton - 
came to a Parcel of Poor Cottages, Inhabited by 
Shepherds and Colliers. Don Vincent alight- 
ing, ask'd one of them, Whether there was 

any Country-Town or Village near at Hand ? 
and being told there was none ; becauſe that 
Part of the Country was ſo much Infeſted with 
Highway Men and Out-laws , that no Man 


refolv'd to ſtay in the ſame Place till Night,be- 
cauſe the Horſes were ſo tir'd with Chmbing 
the Rocks, and other uncouth Ways , that it 
was abſolutely requiſite to give them ſome Reſt. 
Martinez took off their Saddles and Bridles, 


ning, when one of the Shepherds, upon Pro- 
miſe of a good Reward had engaged to condud@ 
them to a Village, that was four Leagues off, 
where they might lye, and be ſupply'd with 
what Conveniencies they wanted. The Poor 
Men gave Don Uincent and his Servant part of 
what coarſe Fare they had, and their Gueſts 
were very well pleas'd with it ; for Hunger 


of Life. They were preparing to be gone with 
a ſudden 47 Gros a Noiſe, which they found 


to be of fix Men, who came towards Re, 7 | 
YO hi 
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faſt as their Horſes could carry them along 
thoſe rough and uneven Ways. Don Uincent 
drew back, and ſhrewdly ſuſpe&ing they might 
be ſome of thoſe Highway-Men he had been 
told of, drew one of his Piſtols and ſtood in 
the Door of the Cottage. He gnefs'd right, for 
the Neighing of his Horſes as they were Gra- 
zing thereabouts, had alarm'd a Company of _ 
the Outlaws that were in thoſe Quarters, who 
ſuppoſing the Owners of them were not fir 
off, came to take their Horfes, Money, and 
what elſe they had of Value, and their Lives 
at the ſame time, 1f they pretended to make 
any Reſiſtance, for ſo they had ferv'd many 0- 
thers before. When they came up to Dor Gin. | 
cent, and had told him their Errand, he was 
not much mov'd, but anſwer'd them to this 
eng: X AOTY 
« Gentlemen, I am a Man of Quality, who 
* have had the Misfortune to be now oblige1 
© to {eek ſome Place to ſhelter me from the 
* Purſuit of Juſtice, which I ſuppoſe follows 
* me every where; and the better to do fo, 
© I have but one Servant to bear me Company, 
* deſigning to get away into ſome other King- - 
* dom, where I may be out of Danger. This 
* you are ſenſible cannot be done without Mo- 
* ney ; and what I have about me, tho? not 
* much, 1s juſt enough to bear my Charges on 
© the Road. IfI had any to ſpare, or were goe 
© ing home, you need not queſtion but I would 
t very freely ſhare it among you, to relieve 
* your Wants, for I know there are ſome ſo 
P 3 « great 
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* great in this World, that they oblige Men 
_ to take ſuch deſperate thr But. 
. having none to ſpare, as I have told you, 
1 am refolv'd not to part with any, 
_, and therefore pray obſerve two Things ; the 
. firſt that I am poſitively ſet upon defending 
, Ty felt, and tho”: I am fatisfy'd 1t will coſt 
_ me my Life', I am ſure ſeveral of you 
. will drop before. me; And the 'next is, 
. that 1 am in a manner well pleas 
. with this Opportunity you offer me, to put 
_, anendtoa Life,that 1s io fuil of Calamities 
_ for as a Run-away Horſe, never ſtops at, or 
values a Precipice, ſoa Man of Quality and. 
Valour when under an Inſurmountable AﬀMi- 
Gon, looks upon it as a fingular Favour be- 
ſtow'd upon him by Fortune,when he meets 
_ with that Death he ſeeks for. So that, Gen- 
tlemen, you may conſider of it, and affure 
. your ſelves that unleſs there be more of you 
, than] ſee at preſent, I ſhall make Hock of 
you all, before you will be able to overcome 
| | |  NNOTP? Thy py En wr” 
The fix High-way Men ſtood amaz'd at the 
Extraordinary Reſolution of a ſingle Man 
and as Fortune would: have it, that which was 
molt likely tg enrage and incenſe them, now. | 
quelPd thei? Fury, and made them take ſuch 
a Fancy to him,that looking upon one another 
like Men amazed, they highly commended 
the Gentleman's Valour, and one who ſeem'd 


to be the Chief of the reſt, reply'd thus : 
| LID os 
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© You are doubtleſs ſenible enough, that 
* what you propoſe to dv 1s abClutely impra- 
_ © Ricable , for tho? it were poſſible you could 
* deal with us Six, as you imgin you can, yet 
* it is impoſſible to eſcape with. Life, for 
* there are I'wo hundred more of us ſcatter'd a- 
* bout this Mountain, all of them within a 
_ © Musket-ſhot, who would ſoon take our part, 
< and the leaſt Wound you ſhould give to any 
© one of us muſt infallibly coſt you your Life. 
« However in reſpe& to your Valour (for tho? 
* you ſee me follow this Courſe, I am perhaps 
© as well born as your ſelf) I will propoſe 
*ſuch an Expedient that your Raſhneſs may 
© meet with a Reward inſtead of Puniſhment, 
© which, if you pleaſe, muſt be Accomplith'd 
< thus : We are about Two hundred Men that 
* ply in this Place, getting our Bread by whar 
< we. take from Travellers ; dividing what 
© we ſteal equally among us all, as being a- 
* ike concern'd in every Crime. But being 
* ſo numerons, and every one fond of his own 
+ Merits, we are daily in great D1nger of fall- 
© ing into diſorder among our ſelves ; and 
© therefore it has .been agreed among us, tq 
© chuſe One of our Number, whom the reſt 
© ſhall obey as our Superior . and Chief in all 
© Things that relate to our Profeſſion, and that 
< all the Booty we tike ſhall be brought to. 
. © him, that he,as our Soveraign Arbitrator, may 
oive what Share he thinks fit to the Perſons 
* that took it, and the reſt to be laid up to ſup- 
« ply our general Wants, for as the World goes 
EF © NOW, 
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© now, the time will ſoon come when noBody 
© will Travel this Way. But this Buſineſs of 
© Commanding is ſo bewitching a thing, that 
* every Man 1s for having this Poſt ;, and 
< pleads Services and Merit to carry it, eſpeci- 
© ally this Gentleman (pointing to one of the 
_ © Six) andI, and our Deſerts being equal, the 

« Caſe is ſtill doubtful, and the. Company 
© knows not whom to choſe ; for as I tell you 
_ © each of us makes an Intereſt, and has Friends 
* to ſupport him. Hereupon this very Mor- 

* ning, to prevent our utter Ruin, it has been 
© reſolv'd, that fince neither of us can ' be 
 * Chief, becauſe many areſo poſitive, that they 
© would make a Quarrel rather than depart 

*Y from their Opinion, that we Two ſhould ap- 
£ point One to be Chief, and we to attend and 
* aſſiſt him, as his' Councel and Deputies. I 
* have given you this Account, to the Intent 
* that fince you {ay you fly from Juſtice, you 
* may be our Chief, if you pleaſe to accept of 

_® it, for I have taken ſuch a Kindneſs to you, 
_* that I here give you my Vote, and I do af- 
_ * {ure my ſelf that under ſuch a Captain as 

® you are, we ſhall live ſecure from all our 
- Dkr who continually ſeek after us, tho' 
© to little purpoſe ; for there are ſo many and 
* {uch hidden Caves in theſe Mountains, that 
< it is no ſmall Difficulty even for us, who re- 
_ © fide here, to find them out, This is all the 
* Anſwer I can return to your brave Reſoluti- 
*on , 'tis your part now to confider what you 
* think of it, for tho' I have not yet could; 
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* &d all uy Companions, I have fo much Inte- 
« reſt in them, that I do not queſtion but I 
_ * ſhall prevail with them to carry this Point, 
* as well becauſe it is for their own good, as 
© becauſe I will make it my Requeſt to them ; 
* and there 1s no doubt but this Compliance 
*with my Deſire 1s a Favour to you, and a 
«Service to them. TL ee -" 2hs 
When the Robber had declar'd his Mind, 
and confirm'd what he ſaid with an Oath, and 
the reſt agreed to it, Don Vincent conſidering, 
in the firſt place, that the Viceroy being pro- 
vokd to the higheſt Pitch, and deſirous of Re- 
venge, had writ to all the other Kingdoms of 
Spain, to acquaint them with his Crimes, ſo 
that he could not hope to be ſafe in any Place :- 
Secondly, that tho' he were out of Danger, 
| he could not follow his Buſineſs without ap- 
pearing, which would retard his Liberty very 
much. And laſtly, that there was no other 
Way at preſent left him to ſave his Life and 
his Gold, but by agreeing to what they de- 
fir'd ; he reſolv'd to comply, conſidering with 
_ himſelf at the ſame time, that his being a Cap- 
tain of Robbers' ſhould be ſo far from diſhon- 
ouring his Family, or incenfing the Viceroy, in 
{uch a manner as to make his Pardon the'more 
difficult, that it ſhould rather be an Honour to 
him, and an infallible means to be reſtor'd to 
His. Quiet,Fand to the Enjoyment of his deareſt 
Camilla, whom he lov'd the more, the farther 
| he was removed from her. Having thus con- 
cluded with himſelf, he directed his Diſcourſe 
es ur £9 
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to the ſame Man who had made him the Offer, 
_ and- with much Shew of Thankfulneſs and 
Submiſſion, told him, * He had: conſulted his 
_ © Honour, and the- Danger he was in, and his 
© Reſolution was: That ſince the Crime he had 
_ © committed at Valencia was of ſuch a high Na- 

_ © xure, that Juſtice, would purſue him where- 
© ſoever he went, in regard 1t was againſt the 
« Viceroy himſelf, and fince he had been fo 
© Fortunate as to find Safety where. he exped- 
* ed Death, he was fully reſolv'd to venture 
© his-Lite for the future, in Defence of any of 
< is Companions,in return for the Favour they 
© had done him. oe 
His Anſwer was very pleaſing to them all; | 
and. therefore having embrac'd him in a moſt 
_ obliging manner, they conduced him, to the 
reſt of their Gang, extolling his Valour to the 
_ higheſt Degree, and telling them what they 
deſign'd. He was wamediately confirm'd by 
them all-in his Government , and they took 
an Oath to be ſubje& and obedient to him as 
their Chief and Sovereign :; and having-made 
Extraordinary Rejoycings and Bontires for the 
Eletion of their new Captain, they led him 
to the moſt convenient and moſt hidden Cave _ 
in the Mountain, where they had great ſtore 
_ of Money, Plate, Pieces of Silk, Rich Goods 
and: Cloaths they had taken from Travellers, 
_ all which they deliver'd up into his Hands, to 
diſpoſe of their Wealth as well as their Per- 
ſons. They alſo provided him a-Bed in the. 
beſt manner they could, and then left him j 
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4ake his reſt with Martinez and twelve Men 
to Patrouille about, and give notice if any thing 
happen'd to their Advantage. The next Mor- 
ning he call'd all his Men together, and when ' 

| they were met, inform'd them, that he had the 
laſt Night drawn up a certain Form of Go- 
vernment, which. he expected ſhould be invio- 
Jably obſerv'd, under ſevere Penalties to the 
Infringers of 1t, becauſe he judg'd it neceſſary 
for their common Safety, which they all ap- 
 prov'd of, as conducing to their own Benefit, 

and -was to this: ety. ooh oo: 


Firſt, That no Wrong ſhould be done to Wo- 
men, becauſe the Law of Nature ſo far requir'd ' 
it, that even the very brute Beaſts had regard. 
to it, and much more ought thoſe, who, though 
unfortunate in the World, were endu'd with 
Reaſon, | | 


Secondly, That nothing ſhould be taken from, 

nor no Hardſhip put upon the poor; becauſe 
what could be got by them. was inconſiderable, 
and the Miſchief that.might enſue prove very 
great, in Regard that as they come by what they 
bave very hardly, ſo their Complaints being al- 
ways the loudeſt, this obliges the Magiſtrates to 
endeavour to prevent thoſe Robberies, ſo that*+ 

They ſhould never be in any Safety upon an incon- 
ſiderable Account _ 


Thirdly, That no Perſon ſhould be klPd on 
Accqunt of "taking away bis Money, fmce it was 
SF EL am or Natural 
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Natural for every body to defend what they' 
bave, and their Deſign was only to get W, e6fth, 
_ wobich would by no Means be increas'd by kil- 
ling of Travellers, but was rather a Provocation 
to their Enemies to riſe with joint Conſent in 
Arms againſt them, for as much as the Murder 
of a Man was much more unpardonable than 


the taking of his Money. 


_ Fourthly, That whatſoever Perſons did fall 
into their Hands ſhould be brought before him, 
_ that he might order, according to their ſeveral 
Circumſtances and Condition, what was to be 
 Faken from them, which muft never be all they 
bad, becauſe that would oblige them to ſlay at 
the next Town they came to, tho* never ſo much 
y_ their Inclination, and uſe all their En- 
deavours to retrieve their Loſs ; and therefore 
They ſhould take only one half; that being out of 
Want, they might rather proceed on their Four- 
ney, than ſtay near the Place, to do them Harm. 
 . Fifthly, That 'they ſhould uſe the Country 
People, who fſupply' d them with Neceſſaries,ve- 
Ty kindly and honeſtly, beeauſe, if they once took 
away what they had by force, they would for 
ever after avoid ſelling them what they wanted, 
and therefore it was convenient to be kind t0 
vhem, paying to the full for all they 'had from 
_ them, that they might always live in Plenty. 


Theſe and ſeveral other Laws Don Vincent 
'Propos'd to his Gang, all which being approv'd 
of, he began to take Polleſſjon of all Kin 
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Caves, and particularly of all the Arms they 
had; always deſigning to do God and the King 
what Service he could in this Station, as he 
actually did, for from the Time he took upon 
| him the ſupream Command of thoſe Robbers, 

none of them evcr durſt kill any Man, for - 
fear of incurring the Penalties impos'd on ſuch 
a Crime. They always carry'd, the .Travel- 
| lers before him, and he being inform'd of what 
they had, to fatisfie his Men, took no more 
than the one half, and then ſent Martinez af- 
ter them, or if 1t were at Night went himſelf, 


and reſtor'd as much as he had taken, writing 


down their Names, Quality, and Country 
in a little Pocket-Book, and charging them to 
keep it private till a ſeaſonable Time ſhould 
come to diſcover it _ 
Thus Travellers went backwards and for- 
_ wards with full Safety, knowing that neither 
Lives nor Money were in any Danger ; 
and thus this honourable Gentleman ſpent 
not only the four thouſand Crowns he . 
brought from Palencia, but alſo ſome part 
of the Gold and Silver he found in the Cave. 
One Night as he was contriving with his 
truſty Servant, how he might compaſs the rid- 
ding of the Country of that wicked Gang, for 
the honour of God, and the good of his King 
and Country, which the Viceroy with all his 
Forces had not been able tg effe& in ſo many 
Years, four of his Followers brought a Man, 
who was riding Poſt, and faid he was going 
from Valencia ta Madrid. As ſoon as ha 
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Don Vincent ſpy'd him, he knew him to be 
| his own old and truſty Servant, in whoſe 

Houſe he defign'd to have hid himſelf that 
Night he was met by the Round, and there- 
_ fore ſo ſoon as his Men began to give him an 
Account,he order'd them to withdraw, becauſe 
It concern'd him. They did according to his 
Orders; when he, coming up to his Servant, 
made himfelf known, by diſcovering his Face, 
which before was cover'd, and then aſk*d him, 
Whither he was going, and how his Affairs 
ſtood at Yalencia with the Viceroy? The Ser- 
vant ſtood amaz'd to find his Maſter in ſuch 
Company, and ſuch ' a Garb, and calling to 
mind his Birth, Honour, and Worth, could 
ſcarce believe himſelf, that what he ſaw was 
actually true, till Don Vincent, perceiving the 
Diſorder he was in, gave him an account of 
all that had befallen him, fince he left Yalen- 
c14, and the Reaſon that had mov'd him to fol- 
 Jow fo wicked a Courſe of Life, hoping that 

way to gain the Viceroy's Favour. T1 do not 
perceive how that can be, anſwer'd the Servant, - 
for he is fo incens'd, at the freſh murder you 
committed that Night you left Valencia, that it 
has oblig'd your Friend Don Valerio to ſend me 
away Poſt in Search of you, with Letters charg- 

ing you by no means to make your ſelf known in 
any part of Spain, becauſe there are Spies ſent- 
abroad every where to ſecure you, and expreſs 
Orders from his Majeſty, that no Priviledge of 
any Kinzdom ſhall prote& you. This ſaid, he 
gave him the Pacquet, in which were ſeveral 
: Letters. 


/ 


| Letters from His Relations, and one in .parti- 
cular from Don Valerio, which he read firſt,and 
was to this effect : IIS 


The LETTER. | 


F HE Murder you committed upon that 
| Man, the fame Night I had the Misfor- 
tune to be oblig*d to leave you, tho" ſo 
private, that it ſeemwd impoſſible it ſhould be 
known , Martinez being gone, was neverthe- 
leſs publick about the Town in two Days ; for a 
Maid whom Donna Maria intruſted with the 
Secret of her Love and mine, happening to be 
ber ſelf in Love with the dead Man, and the 
Magiſtrates uſing all their Endeavours, (tho' to 
, no Purpoſe) to diſcover the Murderer, this 
Maid, I ſay, in revenge for the Loſs of her Lo- 
ver, told all ſhe knew of the Matter. This has 
incens'd the Viceroy to ſuch a Depree, that he 
ſwears he will make an Example of you, if he 
can get you into his Hands, and order'd me to 
be ſecur'd in a Caſtile for ſome Days, as being 
your Friend, and a Party in that Misfortune : 
But it happening that Donna Maria's Brother 
bad taken me up that very Night, I eafily got 
off, yet ſo as that now I have little Opportunity 
of viſiting her, as I was wont to do, till her Fa- 
ther's Anger is over, her Brother's Paſſion cea- 
ſes, and all theſe Troubles bave an end. I have 
thought fit to give you this Account, that yorut 
may be cautious not to appear in Publick at 
Court, ( if we prove ſo Fortunate as that this 
: | Letter 
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Letter finds you there ) till the Ficeroy's Anger 
bs appeas'd ;, for tho' it runs ſo bigh, you have 
fo many Friends in this City, that I hive ſtill in 
Hopes they will mollifie his Severity. God pre- 
ſerve and ſet you at Liberty as I wiſh, 


_ Don Valtria 
When he had read this and the reft of the 


| Letters, which were moſt of them much to the 
fame purpoſe, the Servant further inform'd 
him, that Camil/a, as ſoon as the Maid had 
diſcover'd the whole Secret, retir'd into a Mo- 
naſtery, where a great Friend of hers was, 
the hetterto ſecure her ſelf againſt her Father's 
Anger, and the Cenforious Tongues of the 
Multitude. He alfo acquainted him that the 
Viceroy had laid a Fine of Two thouſand 
Crowns on Don /alerio,towards the Charge of 
apprehending and reducing all thoſe Robbers 
under his Command ; becauſe they had com- 
mitted ſo many Enormities of late, and that 
there were ſuch heavy Complaints brought to 
the Viceroy every Day againſt them, that he 
| had reſolv'd to fend out Six hundred Men, 


 ____ who wereto ſecure all the Avenues leading in- 


to the Mountain in order to reduce them by 
Famine, if there was no other way to bring 
' them to condign Puniſhment, promiling beſides 
this very great Rewards, and a Pardon of all 
Crimes, to any Man that ſhould apprehend 
'and deliver up any of them. - 


"F Doy 


Don Vincent was very well pleas'd with this 
{aſt part of the News his Servant brought him, 


and writ. 1nmediately to his Friend Don Vale- _ 
+10, giving him a particular Account of all that 
had happen'd to him fince he went from Va- 


lencia. till that time, and deſiring him two days 


after the Recept of his Letter to come away to 
the Mountain with that ſame Bearer, and to 


bring along with him twenty or thirty of his 
Relations and Friends, and all of them to ex- 


pet hini at a certain Hermitage, about half a 
League diſtance from that Place, for he would - 
ſo order Aﬀairs, that not one of the Robbers 
ſhould eſcape being ' taken, notwithſtanding. 


there were above an Hundred and eighty of 
them under his Command. 8 | . 
The Servant retutn'd to the City with this 


Friends ; who, puncually following the Di- 
re&ions given them, met to the number of a- 
bout fifty Gentlemen of the beſt Quality inthe 


at a Farm-houſe about a League off, it hap- 
pen'd to be in the depth of Winter, when ths 
Nights were ſo dark and unfit for Travelling, 


that the Robbers deſpairing of meeting with 


any Purchaſe abroad, retir'd Early to their 
_ Quarters, according to their Conmander's Or- 


Q. _ 


Letter, and Don PYalerio much amaz'd at the 
ſtrangeneſs of the Relation it gave him, imme-. 
diately communicated it to Don FVincent's © 


| City, well Arm'd, and provided with Ropes, 
and on the Day appointed ſet ot with their 
| Guide towards the Mountain ; but for fear of 
aDiſcovery (it being as yer pretty early) ſtay'd. 


Mountmn, as Out-guards to this little Poa 


| 
| 


( 226 ) 


ders. Only twelve of them were Commanded 


' to take' it by Turns to, Patroville about the 


z 


of Robbers. But Don Vincent order'd theſe 
twelve alſo this Night to repair to his Cave, 


before they went their Rounds, becauſe he had 


ſomething to impart to them. The Sky was ſs 
cover'd with Clouds at that time, that it. was 
dreadful to behold,. and therefore all the reſt 


_ of the Gang withdrew earlier than ordinary, 


except the Twelve, who about Eight of the 
Clock went to wait upon their Captain, purſu- 


| ant to his Orders. He receiv'd then with much 


ſeeming Courteſy, telling them, He would 


keep them Company that Night, becauſe he had 
been inforny'd of a conſiderable Booty, which 


would be eafily taken. They all return'd thanks 
for the Honour he did them, extolling their 


good Fortune in chufing for their Captain ſo 
worthy a Perſon who was regardleſs. of his. 


own eale to promote the Publick Good. They 
went away with him to the appointed Hermi- 
tage, where Martinez knock'd, deſiring to lye 
conceal'd there for two Hours. The Hermit 
who Lv'd there, and had been prepar'd for the 
Buſineſs, having at ſeveral times receiv*d con- 
fiderable Alms from Don Vincent, made as if 
he were not willing to open, but at length 
compiy*d, and admitted his new Gueſts, whom 
Don Vincent order'd into a Back-room, telling 
them, he would call upon them as foon as 1t 
was time, becauſe 1t was not convenient that py 
of them ſhould be ſeen for fear of Marmngena G 


| 


ER = 
he expeted. The Robbers being very well ſa- 
_ tisfy'd, ſome of them fell to Play, and the reſt | 
mulfling themſelves up the beſt they could, 
(by reaſon of the Cold) went to ſleep. Don YVin- 
cent then Tent Martines to a Place Don Valerio 
and his Company muſt of neceſſity paſs by, 
that they might all met together upon a Signal | 
given, and come as gently as poſlibly they 
could, without the leaſt noiſe, to the Hermitage. 
The Hermit was a good eaſy temper'd Man, 
who, without praRiſing any Hypocritical frauds, 
or pretending to a more than ordinary San&i- 
ty, liv'd there out of the dangers of the World, 
only ſeeking his Salvation, and to make ſome a- 
 mends for the many Sins he had committed in. 
his Youth, when he was abroad. Don Vincent, 
to divert the time, whilſt the Company he ex- 
_ pected was advancing, defir'd him to tell the 
cauſe that had mov'd him to live in that Soli- 
tude, being, as he faid himſelf, a Gentleman ; 
to which he, without much Courtſhip , 
briefly anſwer'd in this manner : 

« My Name, Sir, is Don Franciſco Mendes, 
© 2 Native of the City of Murcia, when I had 
$ ſpent ſeveral Years of my Youth in Sports, 
© Vice, Extravagancy, and Libertiniſm, I fell 
 * in Love with a Lady, who, tho' Poor, was 
* the greateſt Beauty in thoſe Parts. I Marry'd 
5 her, ſo much againſt my Parents Will, that 1 
© thought it my ſafeſt way to pack up all 1 had 
* and come away toYalencia with her, and two 
* lovely Children, Heaven had been pleas'd to 
+ beſtow on me.There we liv'd, tho! not Great, 
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X yet with much Satisfa&ion, for my Wife lo, 
6 * Ag 
ved me moſt exceſſively, and I had no grea- 
* ter SatisfaQtion in this World than to gaze on 
K her, and attend an Employment | had Pyr- 
* chas'd with what Money I brought away to 
© maintain. my Family, as became in ſome mea- 
* ſure a Man of my Quality. It pleas'd God, at 
5 this time, to ſtrike my Children with ſuch a 
* violent Peſtilential Diſtemper, that. in four 
© Pays I Bury'd them both. The Mother ha- 
* ving tteret them all this-while, and the 
© Diſeaſe being very Infe&ious, ſhe fell into 
* the ſame Malady, and no Medicines avalling, 
* dy'd in my Arms the fifth day after. "This 
<* laſt ſtroke abſolutely overcame all my Con- 
* ſtancy, ſo that I was quite comfortleſs, and 
* nothing but the Thoughts of being a Chriſti- 
* an could have hindred me from laying vio- 
* lent Hands on my ſelf. At length Heaven 
| © took pity on me and open'd my Eyes, to make 
* me ſenſible that the Happineſs I had enjoy'd 
« hitherto in her, had been only lent, and fo 
_ * return'd to God that give it, Conſidering 
* there was no Satisfation left me on Earth, 
* or at leaſt none I could think ſuch, I*turn'd 
* my Thoughts to Heaven, and ſeliing all I 
* had, diſtributed it among the Clergy and the 
* Poor, that they might all pray to God to give 
* my Wife Eternal Reſt, and ine the Grace to 
* ſerve himin this Cottzge, where l live on the 
 * Alms Travellers beſtow on me; and am fen- 
* fible of whit we are, being like the Flowers 
* which flourith and perith in a Day. ene I 
| | « live 
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_ * live Day and Night, begging Pardon of God 
_* for my Sins, and Eternal Happineſs for my 
* Wife, whoſe Skull you there ſee at the Foot 
_ * of that Crucifix ;; for I had it taken up after 
* ſhe was Bury'd, and keep it by me, thatT 
* may never forget what ] am, and what I am 
* like to be, and conſequently may be ever 
* preparing for that future BEing in the other 
Don Vincent was not a little aſtoniſh'd at ſo 
odd a ſort of Mortification, conſidering that he 
ſhould never have prevail'd with himſelf to 
keep the Skull of the Perſon he had fo entirely 
_ Jov'd 1n his fight. He was juſt upon the point 
to return the Hermit thanks for. his relation, 
when Martinez interrupted him, by giving 
him to underſtand by figns that his ſo long ex- 
pected Friends were at the Door. Don Vincent 
went out, and without ſtaying to expreſs his. 
Satisfa&ion of ſeeing ſo many Friends and Re- 
 Ktions together, after havingembraced in haſte, 
Don Valerio and the reſt, told them, in a few 
Words,how he had contriv'd the matter to ſe- 
cure all thoſe Robbers, without the leaſt Dan- 
ger. Then he open'd the Door of the Hermit's 
Cave, where the twelve were, and ruſhing in 
all together before ſome could take hold of 
their Arms, and the others awake, they ſeiz'd 
and bound them all, and then leaving them in 
the ſame place, and ſhutting the Doors faſte, 
went up to the Mountain. Don Vincent went 
to the mcuth of every Cave, and by a certain 
lignal call'd them out, pretending ſome buſineſs | 


of 
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of Conſequence, and as ney came out ſecur' 
them, ſo that notone of all thatnumber eſcap'd, 
and all this was fully accompli{h'd wn leſs than 
four Hours. He then ſeized upon all the Money, 
Plate, Goods, and Cloaths, every one of them 
had lay'd up, and together with what he had 
In his own Cave, putting it up in Carts, which 
he ſent for to the next Village, to carry this 
rich Booty, as well as the wretched Criminals, 
and at the ſame time ſent a long Letter by Don 
Valerio to the Viceroy, in which he gave him 
an account of all that had happen'd, how he 
had been forc'd to accept of that Employment 
to ſave his Life, the deſign he had at the ſame 
time when he did fo, how many Paſſengers 
Lives he had fav'd, how much Money he had 
diſtributed among them, with their particular 
Naines, Countries and Qualities, that they 
might teſtifle the Truth of what he ſaid; and 
what-he had done at laſt to ſecure all the Rob- 
bers, with which preſent he hop'd to oblige ' 
his Excellency to grant him his Pardon, as he 
had promis'd to any Perſon by his Proclama- 
T19n. | RES "A Sa | 
- Don Valeria enter'd Valencia with this Let- 


ter, and the Carts loaded with MalefaRors, at- 


tended by Don Vincent's Relations and Fri-nds, 
all the Inhabitants of the pf flocking to ſee _ 
that ſtrange Spectacle. The Viceroy was ſa 
much over-joy'd at the apprehending of thoſe 
Out-laws, that he eaſily forgave all the provo- 
cations Don Vincent had given him, ſince they _ 
tad proved the occalion of doing the whole 
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Kingdom ſo great a piece of Service. Accot- 
dingly, before he had welt read the Letter, he 
ſent four of thoſe Gentlemen to bring Don Vin- 
cent home, receiv'd him with extraordinary 
Demonſtrations. of Honour, and gave him an 
hereditary honourable Employment inthe City 
for reſtoring it to its, former Security. 
Camilla no ſooner underſtaod theſe good 
 Tydings, but ſhe preſently concluded herſelf 
happy; and the. Viceroy being well acquainted 
with their Love, ſpoke to her Father, deſiring 
him: to forgive paſt Faults, if their virtuous De- 
ſigns could deſerve that Name, and to confent 
to their Marriage. At the ſame time he ſoli- 
cited Don Claudio's.Relations to be Friends with 
Don Vincent, who, like Men of Honour and 
Worth, not only forgave him, but begg'd his 
Pardon for all the Calamities he had undergone 
on that Account. Camilla came out of the Mo- 
naſtry where ſhe had ſought for Shelter, and 
_ was recetv'd with open Arms and Tears of Jo 
by her Parents. Camilla and Don Piaent, 
and Donna Maria and Don Unlerio were foon 
Marry'd. The Viceroy intereſting himſelf 
in both Matches, and giving both the Brides. 
Don Vincent generouſly rewarded Martines and 
his old Servant, and to conclude all, prevaild 
with the Viceroy, that the Robbers ſhould nog 
be put to Death, becauſe they had: put theme 
_ telves under his Protefion; and there being a 
want at that time of Men for the King's Ser- 
vice in Ttaly, they were form'd into Troops of 
Horſe, being all provided with excellent _ 
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of their own, and ſent over with at injun&ion_ 
never to return into Spain, without the King's 
Pardon, upon pain of Death, which they joy- 
fully accepted of, and did ſuch good Service in 
that Country, that thoſe few who furviv'd were 
| Pardon'd and Preferr'd. Thus we conclude 
_ this true Story of the Generous Robber, which 
tho' by the Event may ſeem to imply a contra- 
diction, yet DonVincent has reconcil'd it, as be- 
Ing a Robber only in appearance; and tho? the 
betraying even of thoſe that confided in his 
Honour, ſeems to caſt ſome blemiſh upon the 
 aQion, yet his ſaving their Lives, and ſending 
them into the King's Service, where they blot- 
ted out their Offences, and were in the oa 
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to Preferment was a ſufficient Juſtification alſo 
_ of this Action. | NR, 


ID. 
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